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Christopher itae in Midaast In Jh.w«i 

^ 5? ■L^R^y’.y'- OuBtopberwasuiiableto 

a* ^ tnne. be deUvered to Syrian 
**«^PK»poaal for withdrBwJW 
|*wM ynn from tbe CMaa Heights. Tlie IsraeU plao did not 
P*^toyithdiaw from aS of the Gotan. £mt. Assad 
gpvemnieat press ofBce. said 
1^ .*Sincelifc involvement in 

faLSS^. « wiU generate some movemeitt 

*®™**d, Mr. Droini tidd tbe Associated Press. 
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Regent chairs Cabinet meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Grown Prince Hassan, 
tbe Regent, Saturday chaired a Cabinet meeting to review 
domestic regumal a^ interaatioDal developnients.Tailutig to 
re p cRt e rs later, the Regent eapresred hope that Jordan’saAreve- 
meats and stands would not be underestiinated by any party 
aniing to undenmne natjonal anify and security under die pretext 
of deaooacy. Prince Hassan said as an example some tried to 
label tbe issue of Jernsalem and the **hoty autbority” over die dty 
as a vagim Jordanian tnitiadve, mrii^in^, that it is a dear Arab and 
Islamic initiative. In reference to the recent Jordanian-feraeli 
meetings. Prince Hassan said a great aduevement was made 
tomnds reocmiistiig Jordanian sovereigns in drawing bor^is 
between the KJiigdom and brael, and added tbai this issue is dear, 
mtenationaHy recognised and does not affect issues of substance. 
Noting that the international community and varioiis world bodks 
bavefer years tried to reduce die importance of the Palestinian 
rdtagee [Mttiilem, be said tbe Jordanian agenda for the bilateral 
and mulolatera) Mideast peace talks highli^t issue. 
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Israel ^ses 

some curbs on 
entry 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — IscaePs Itim news 
said Saturday Aat 

Police hanister Mc^ie Sbab> 

- al had annoanced that^ 
Palestixiian women, regard- 
less of age, and yoadis np to 
16 years could enter Israel 
aadooenpied Jerusalem with- 
out restriction. The move 
eased aa ent^ ban inqiosed 
on Palestimans from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
after the bombing of a bos in 
^Israel in April in wUefa ei^ 
pec^de were killed. gov^ 
eminent had earlier irade 
smne excmjtion for a limited 
number of workers and for 
bumanitarian reasons. Mx. 
9iabal was quoted by Itim as 
saying oi & easing of die 
measure: “I hope Aat we will 
be able to come to normal life 
and it also depends on the 
Palestinian side.** About 
70,000 Palestinians worked in 
Isi^, most at menial jobs, 
before the dosure. Paiesti- 
mans, aside from losing tivcK- 
boods, are cut off from occn- 
ped Jerusalem, dieir spir- 
itual and cultund centre, 
the entry ban. 

Sudan recaptures 
rebel capital 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Government forces recap- 
tured Saturday die adnunus- 
trative capital ^ die rebel 
Sudan PMpe*s liberation 
Army (SPLA), mililaiy au- 
thorities said-fame. The town 
of Kajo Kaji in die soutbem 
state of Eastern Eqimtoria 
was captured Saturday morn- 
ing, tire ^neral command of 
Sudanese aimed fruces 
ikaid in a statement adding 
that the rebels had been 
driven out. The town became 
die SPLA*s administrative 
beackraarteis in 1992 after 
the fall of its one-tinie stron- 
ghold of Foreit, the state- 
ment said. Kajo Kaji had 
been in the hands of the 
SPLA since 1989. There 
no immediate conffrmation 
from rebel sources that the 
town had fallen. 

Blast In Mexico 
town Mils 5 

GUADALAJARA, Mexico 
(A^ — A car-bomb ex- 
ploit outside a Inz^ hotel 
m riria central Mexican city 
early Saturday, killing at least 
five people and wounding 15 
odiers, officials said. Puree 
sources said tbe bombing 
may have bemi lirdeed to a 
dispute between rival dnig 
gangs. There were no im- 
m»Aiate dnims of responsibil- 
ity. Guadalajara, about 280 
Idloineties northwest of Mex- 
ico Qty, has been the scene 
of drug-related vioteoce. The 
bar bl^ np around 2:30 a.m. 
(0830 GMT) outside the 
r^minn Real Hotcl, where 
300 guests were winding up a 
coming out party for a lS-1 
year-old giri in a hotel bal- ' 
broom. Investigators at tire 
scene the prl's family is 
known to have links with 
drag traffickers. 

N. Korea denies 
Aden arms deal 

TOKYO (AFP) — North 
Korea on ^turday denied it 
had entered into an arms deal 
with secessionists in southern 
Yemen, die Korean Centrri 
News Agency (KCNA) said 
in a nuratored here. 

**This. is utter... fabrication,” 
a North Korean Foreign 
Ministry spokesman was 
quMed as saying by KCNA. 
The spedemman said some 
fbieign news organisations 
were spread^ reports that 
North Miea bad signed an 
arms de^ with sqnthern 
Yemeni forces embroiled in a 
five-week dvil war with 
northern government troops. 
**It is by no accidental 

tiiat sndi reports are afloat 
when the manoeuvres to 
stifle the DPRK (North 
Korea) over the fictitious 
' nuclear have readied a 
grave stage," tiie official was 
quoted as saying. **We can- 
not but think mat ti^ m 
imriftriatn fay die poUtical in- 
tention to iwipafr the author- 
ity of the DPRK and isolate ft 
m die interaatioari arena,” 
the spokesman told KCNA. 


Yemeni battle resumes 
after a brief truce 


INTENSE ARTILLERY 
and tank fire lashed out near 
the secessionist stronghold of 
^ Aden on Satnr^, shattering 
•a 12pbour lull on the main 
baritefront of Yemen's dvil 
war. 

Workers crouched and 
hugged each other in terror in 
shops and offices on the out- 
skiits of the refiigee-oowd^ 
as shellfire boomed from 
IS kflometres to the 



Tbe blasts shook buildings 
and rattled vrindows in the 
beleaguered port dty, vdiere 
shelling has aiireacfy cut water 
and deetzidty. 

Both sides accused the 
other of breaking tire latest 
attempt at a ceasefire in the 
five-week war. 

A southern milhary state- 
ment said Dorttrem fruoes 
had lannched “desperate 
attacks** to advance 00 Aden 
and were shelling residaitial 
areas on the oi&kiits. 

In the northern capital 
Sanaa, Planning Minister 
Abdnl Karim Iryani said tire 
southern forces had attacked 
northern troops. 

Mr. Irysni, a dose confi- 
dant of Presidant AS Ab^- 
lah Saleh, told reporters tiiat 
the nonfaera leadership had 
“substantial evidence m unli- 
mited siqiplies” of arms and 
financial aid being channelled 
U) the sontimn leadership by 
Saudis from Eastern Europe. 

“We see Sand AraUa as 
par^ to tire conflict,** Mt. 


Iryani said. 

Riyadh lobbied hard for 
the adt^on of a U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolution on 
June 1 calling for an immedi- 
ate ceasefire and sending. 
U.N. spedai envoy Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi on a ract-finding 
missioD to Yemen. 

It has strongly denied 
nortbera accusations of sup- 
porting tbe south. But 
Riyadh’s relations widi Mr. 
Saleh have been strained 
since Yemen backed tbe Iraqi 
invasioD of Kuwait in 19%. 

Mr. Ibrahimi was in Saudi 
Arabia on Saturd^ after 
talks with President Saleh in 
Sanaa. He told Renters be 
would travel to sontireru Ye- 
men, probably tbe eastern 
port of Mukalla, to meet 
southern leaders in the next 
day or two. 

“This is a serions matter. 
Lives are b^g lost,” he said. 

Tbe south appealed to the 
U.N. Securi^ Conndl to 
send international observes 
immediately to enforce a 
ceasefire. 

The northern govmiunent 
has rejeted suggestions that 
observm momtar a trace. 
Tbe south in turn rejected 
Sanaa’s proposal that a omn- 
mittee erf officers from both 
armies enforce ft. 

Tbe south threatened 
Saturday to bit bade at water 
and power plants in noitirern 
Yemen a^r attacks left 
Aden feeing water shortages 
and electricity cuts. 


“We do not accept that our 
people stay without water, 
eleotricity, and the port. We 
have our own means to bit 
back,” said Seif Sael, a polit- 
buro member of tire ruling 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP). 

There have been sporadic 
electrid^ cuts since northern 
shells hit the city’s power 
station on Friday, and Aden's 
500,000 residents have been 
without running water since 
the pumping station was 
damaged a week ago. 

Mr. Sael said the damage 
to the power station was 
minor but that two extra 
generators had been tunred 
on while repairs were bei^ 
made. 

Nortirern warplanes have 
also attadeed the south's sole 
refinery in little Aden, des- 
troying several oil storage 
tanks last Sunday and trying 
to hit tbe fedlity again on 
Saturday. 

But any southern retalia- 
tion would be aimed at eco- 
nomic targets and not the 
people,” Mr. Sael added. 

war broke out on May 5 
between forces loyal to Presi- 
dent All Saleh and those of 
bis southern rival and \^ce- 
President All Salem Al 
Beidfa. 

Hiree truces have col- 
lapsed since the first came 
into force at midnight . on 
Monday, with no indqren- 
dent military assessment 
available of who fired the 
first shots. 


Israeli troops kill 

Ramaliah woman 


RAMALLAH, occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers shot and killed 
a Palestinian woman on 
Saturday and wounded four 
•youngsters when they fired 
on protesters in Ramaliah on 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Sihawi Asweiti, 36, was 
shot in tire head as she was 
retnimng home when dashes 
broke out between young 
Palestinian stone-throwers 
and troops in the town north 
of Jerusalem. 

She died riiortly after bring 
admitted to Ramaliah hospit- 
al, a hospital source said. 

The four youngsters were 
only slightly woimded. 

The niunber of Palestimans 
idlied anoe the start of the 
intifeda in December 1987 
has now reached 1,275 
according to an AFP toll 
conqxled , from Palestinian 
sources. 

Ramaliah faas been tile site 
of frequent clashes between 
stone throwers and Israeli 
troops. The cite is in a part of 
die West Bank tiiat remains 
under IsraeH oocupation and 
is also a strooritolcl of Palesti- 
nian factions opposed to the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) antem- 
omy accord. 

On June 1, fourteen 
Palestinians were wounded 
by army gunfire when vio- 
lence era^d in tbe city in 
protest ov^ the deaths of two 
Friestimans who were killed 
in an ambush by undercover 
troops a day earlier. 

Smitfa of Ramaliah, about 


200 members of tire Palestine 
People’s Party (PPP), 
formedy the Palatine Cn^ 
munist Party, and deems of 
Israeli pad&ts from the 
Gush Shalom movement, de- 
monstrated at tbe entrance to 
Jerusalem. 

They were protesting 
agamst land’s “annexation” 
of East Jerusalem, seized in 
tire 19CT MidtUe Ei^ war and 
later declared the “eternal” 
capftai of tbe Jewish state. 

The demonstrators called 
for Jerusalem to become tire 
capital (rf “two states,” widi 
tbe east tire c^iftal of a future 
Palestinian state and tire west 
the capital of Israel. 

Israel’s housing minister, 
said Saturday the Jemrii state 
should bufld bouses for Jews 
all across. Jerusalem to en- 
sure the Hc^ Qty could not 
be returned to tte Arabs. 

Bmyamm Ben-Eliezer, re- 
butting right-wing accusa- 
tions that tbe gover nm ent 
would coDcede rule over 
parte of Jerusalem, told army 
radio: 

“Every effort must be 
made to save tbe talk and to 
do nuidi in Jerusalem, that 
b, to deteimure de fecto 
(ikrarii control) witii a mas- 
.sive bufleSng pr o gra mme in 
all areas of Jerusad^ — and 
1 am talldDg at tire nuMoent of 
the part where the majoriQf 
are Arabs.” 

Israel and the PLO have 
sparred over Jerusalem, np 
^ negotiation when final 
settlement talks open in two 
years, anoe implementiim the 
interim peace deal in Gaza 
.and Jeri^ in Iday. 


Pyongyang 

‘relaxed’ 

BEIJING (Agencies) — 
North Korea’s leaders imnain 
relaxed about the growing 
tiireat erf tnteniationri sane- 
tioDS in the briief that their 
ally China will not let them 
down, a U.S. oqi^ said here 
Saturday on arrival from 


Selfg Harrison, senior 
associate of the Washington- 
based Carafe EodowDrent 
for International Peace, said 
there was little concern in the 
Norto Korean cental over 
possiUe sanctions over Pyon- 
gyang’s refusal to allow inters 
natiMai mspcctois access to 
its suqrect ondear fedhties. 

“They’re not worried ri>- 
ont sanctions. They don’t 
think they’re commg. They 
don't rirink there is much that 
can be done to diem tiiat 
hasn't already been done be- 
cause they are atreaefy under 
sanctions” in (rfm since the 
ifotean war, said Mr. Harri- 
son, who met President Kim 
H-Song for three hours on 
Thursday. 

“I think th^ have reason 
to believe that they are not 
going to be let down by Chi- 
na,” said Nfr. Harrison, in 
Pyongyang for about a week 
in his esqiaefty as tire diiector 
of tbe Carnegie Endow- 
ment’s proj^ on Northeast 
Arian seciuite. 

China, which faas veto 
rights as a permanent mem- 
ber of the U.N. Security 
^nncil, has consistently 
maintain^ its opp o si t i on to 
imposing sanctions a^unst its 
nnfiimnnigt ally. 

hfr. Haorrison’s comments 
came as international support 
grew for U.S. calk for the, 
unpiosition of U.N. sanctions 
against North Korea. 



Hk Mnlesty King Hnssehi Srinrday b seen off 
at hfarica Airport on Us way to London on 
rente to the United States by Hb Royal 


Iiigh—JM Cxufwn Prince Hassan, Hb Royal 
Highness Prince Abdnflnh and Prfane Mtobter 
AUal SUnn MirfaH (Petra lAoto) 


King heads for London eh route 
to U.S. for check-up, Clinton talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) ^ His 
hfejesty King Hnssein left fm 
Umdon on Saturday en route 
to tire United Sta^ fire a 
routine postoperative medio- 
al rireckup and a meeting 
with U.S. President Bill Qin- 
too. 

Offidak said tbe Mbnardi 
will a few days in Bri- 
tain briore f^g to Rodres- 
tcr, Mumesota, for fab bian- 
nual tests. 

Tbe Jordan News Agen^, 
Petra, said IQng Hnssein, 
who win be join^ 00 the 
U.S. visit later by Hri* Majes- 
ty Queen Noor, was to ^rend 
several in tbe United 
States during w4ndi he wQl 
hold talks with Preskfeat Bill 
Omton on regim^ and inter- 
national bsnes with particular 


attentko to Joidaidan-U.S. 
relations and tbe hfiddle East 
peace pro ces s . 

Jordan Television quoted 
the King:*s mivate pfaysidan. 
Dr. Samir Fanaj, as say ing 
IQng Hussein was in goM 
healtii. The pfaysidan said 
tiiat followiiig tins session of 
cbeck-u|», ttie will be 
nudergang itnitine checks 
once a year. 

hi Almost 1992. King Hus- 
sein unde^ent a cancer 
suraeiy at the Mayo CKnie, 

snowing die rootine teste 
conducted during 1993. Dr. 
Fanaj announced that the 
tests showed no trace of can- 
cer. 

King Hnssein, 58, will' 
meet with Mr. ClintoD in 
Washington after tbe tests 


vrincti require him to spend 
two to three <h^ in hospital, 
the offidak sakL 

Tbe White Ifoose meeting 
win focos OD the 2V&-year-^ 
Middle East peace process. 

In remarks to Jordan Tele- 
vision on the meeting. In- 
formation MSnbter Jav^ Al 
Anani said tire cKnmte for 
such a summit *is fer bettm 
than that which existed one 
or two years ago in tire wake 
of tbe GuK war." 

“I believe that tire U.S.- 
Jordanian relations will wftr- 
ness favourable develop- 
ments that would be benefi- 
cial to Jardan’s intereste,” 
the minister said. **We b^ 
Ireve that tire United States 

(Cortbaed page 5) 


Jordan 
restates 
support for 
Yemen unity 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday reiterated Jordan’s 
suppiM for Yemen’s unity 
and its drive to establish 
democracy. 

Tbe Ki^ was qreal^g at a 
meeting with Yemeni envoy 
Abdullah Ghanem, who pas- 
sed to the King a verbal 
message from Yemeni Presi- 
dent All AbduOah Srieh. 

An offidah statement said 
that tbe message dealt with 
the current sftuation in Ye- 
men and Yemen’s apjreeda- 
tion of the Jordanian stand* 
and keenness on safeguard- 
ing Yemeni umty. 

Before the audfence, which 
was attended by Hb Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah, Prime 
Minbter Abdul Salam Majah 
and the Rc^ Court Cbief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
Yemeni envoy told a press 
conference tiiat hb visit to 
the Kingdom was part of a 
tour of a number of Arab 
countries where he intended 
to convey the Yemeni lead- 
ership’s views regarding the 
ongoing conflict m Yemen. 

Mr. Ghanem, vdio b Ye- 
men’s justice minister, said 
that a Yemeni delegation was 
tonring Arab states in North 
Africa and another was hold- 
ing nreeti^ with the U.S. 
congress in Washington in 
efforts to convey Sanaa’s 
views. 

“The delegations are refut- 
ing claims and false reports 
tiiat the war in Yemen was a 
conflict between the north 
and south and that Sanaa was 
trying to force tbe south to 
accept muQT,” Mr. Ghanem 
said. 

(Oubfamed on ps^ 5) 


Northern MPs unhappy 
over Cabinet make-up 


By Ayinan Al ,S«lbiH 
Jordan Tiaes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Re|reeseiitatives 
of parliamentary bloGS Satnr- 
day shelved a proposal by 
some northern lawmakers to 
vrithold confidence from the 
government out of conce rn 
not to rock tire boat at a time 
sriien “Jeredan b entering a 
very delicate and senriti^ 
era, parfeunentary sources 
said. 

Tbe sources said die man-' 
.bers of Parliament (MPs) 
ureed to postpone action on 
toeproposal until Ifis Majes- 
ty Kmg Hussein returns from 
hb “important meeting widi 
U.S. President Bill Omton” 
in Washington later this 
month. 

“In li^ of the senative 
devdo|xnente on the political 
arena and the importance of 
KBs Majesty's visit to tire 
U.S.,” tire depiuies decided 
to await the King’s return 
home before fuithm discus- 
tire pit^xisal, one source 

Tte sources said the prop’ 
osaJ to withhold confident 
from the govennnent was 
presented by mmnly nortiieni 
deputies who felt tte govern- 
ment resbnffle on Thursday 
did not ensue fair rqut- 


sentation of areas in the 
nortii. 

The number ci DOitbera 

minirteB * did not «*angg in 
the reshuffle, with five enter- 
ing tire Calrfiiet and five leav- 
ing it, but tile northern d&> 
pnties feel all <rf tire new 
umibters caure from a cettaio 
area in tire north, the sources- 
said. Hence, tirey betieve the 
north was not fru^ repre- 
sented in tile QJwnet, 
said. 

Hie majority of tbe 42 de- 
puties who discussed the 
profiosal in an infonnal meet- 
mg in the bouse also agreed 
to shelve it in erf tbe 
political oonsiderrtkms tiiat 
necessitated tiie reshuffle, 
tbe sonroes said. 

Officials have said tbe 
change was prompted by de- 
velopment on tiie Jordanian 
track of the peace talks with 
Israel. 

Another reason that led to 
tire shelving of the proposal 
was that deputies did not 
want to look as if tirey were 
concerned with joining tte 
Cabinet by fbrvrarding tbe 
no-confidence Ud ri^t after 
the reshoffie, tiie sources 
said. 

According to the sources, 

(Conthned on 5) 


Abu Alaa welconnes aid but says it is not enough 


TUNIS (Agencies) — A 
senior Puestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) official 
said on Saturday 
aid granted by mternational 
donors for start of self- 
government costs in tire Gaza 
Strip and JeriUio was an en- 
conraging step but it was not 
enoD^. 

International donors in. 
Paris grmted Palestinians $42 
minion in immediate aid on 
Friday to pay their new police 
force, wim a pledge of more 
rash soon. 

Tire PLO has demanded an 
extra $85 million to fully cov- 
er the self-rale govenunent 
budget defidL 


“What was done b a posi- 

wfaat we^^Td^mui^^ are 
other steps to secure (cover) 
of toe defidt for 1994,” 
Ahmad Qouriea, also known 
as Abu Alaa, economy and 
trade “minbter” in tire self- 
rule gover n ment, said. 

He also demanded tiiat in- 
ternational donors start im- 
mediately make money 


man Yasser Arafat to return 
to Jericho, Abo Alaa told 
Reuters: “I don’t believe he 
wiH be d>le to run tiie (self- 
rule goverament) affairs as 
long as be b not confident 
that funds for tbe monthly 
expenses are made avaif- 
able.” 

The World Bank has said 
tbe $42 million immediate aid 
meant the new Palestinian 


pled^ fv tbe economic (fo ^-Natimial Authority was folly 
velo^nent of the West Bank ftmded until tbe end of An- 


and Gaza Strip available as 
part erf tbdr si^port for tbe 
peace deal dgM last year 
'between tiie FLO and Imel. 

Asked wlrether thb would 
now eoconrage FLO Chaii^ 


gnsL 

Several countries promised 
to top up their eontiibntions 
at anotfart meeting in Paris 
on July 11, Abu Mw srid. 

He tire PLO rrelccmied 


tire donors' decision to de- 
posit tbe money in a fluid 
named after the late Noxwe- 
gian Foreign Minister Jcrfiann 
Jorgen Hobt, iriio broker^ 
last yei^s landmark Israel- 
RLO accord. “It b ~a more 
flexible fond,” Abu Alaa 
said. 

He said be was also wor- 
ried by the delay in im- 
plementing a pledge by 
donors of $675 million flsr 
IHOjects aimed at devekmiiig 
tiie West Bank and Gaza 

projects w^rc sche- 
duled to be implemented 
from last Januaty, but were 
delayed by the signing erf the 


PLO-Isiael self-rule agree- 
ment in May and the setting 
np of tbe Palestinian Econo- 
mic Council flu Reconstrac- 
tioD and Development (PEC- 
DAR), wfaidi was to diamiel 
tbe demors’ aid. 

Israeli radio stations said 
Saturday that Mr. Arafet 
would arrive in tire auton- 
omous West Bank town of 
Jeridio. within a week. 

Both Israel Radio and 
Israel army radio cited un- 
identified FLO offidab in 
limb in their r epo rts. Army 
radio said Mr. Ara^ wmild 
arrive in Jeridio next Riday 

(Conthmed 4 mi page 5) 


Syrian postponement of 
t^s with Jordan seen 
to reflect discontentment 

Affaire Thlal Al Hassan 
am HLimui Stressed, m armounemg tire 

AMMAN — Tbe Syrian ded- Syrian decision to pot off the 
skm to^ “postoone” top-level « meeting, tiie Kin^d^’s keen 
taHre witii Jmdan, which were interest in main taining strong 


dne to begin in Amman 
Saturday, was prompted by 
Damascus* ‘^unbaf^ness” 
with tbe outcouie (rf talks the 
Ku^dnn bdd witii Israel in 
Washington last week, in- 
fonned sources said. 

But a well-mfbimed source 
downiirfayed the long-term 
impact of the emreDt tension 
on Jordanian-Ssrrian rela- 
tions. 

He said Ifis Majesty King 
Husseia and Syrian Prudent 
Hafez Al As^ had estab- 
lished “new and solid fbunda- 
tim” for TOliticd relations 
and coordination between 
tire two countries tho^gb thb 
will “take time to translate 
into a tronble-ftee rela- 
tionship.” 

Minkter of State for Fore- 


nurintainmg strong 
ties with Syria. 

“Jordan is keen on main- 
taining coordixiation at ^ 
highest level uitb Syria based 
on the deep strategic rela- 
tions whidi bind tbe two 
countries,” he said. 

Sources said, however, 
that Syria felt uneasy about 
tbe outcome of last week’s 
Jordanian-lsraeli talks wfaidi 
led to a Jordanian-lsraeli 
agreement to set up commit- 
tees to dboiss bordm, water 
righb and economic d^elop- 
ment in the region next 
month, even though the 
Kingdom kept Damascus 
posted on developmenb on 
Its track of the negotiations. 

They added that Syria 

(CoDtimied mi page 5) 


Jordan rejects hardline 
Palestinian criticism 


By Ayman Al SaiWM 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe govern- 
nrent on Saturday categor- 
irally rejected accusations by 
Syrian-based hardline 
Palestinian groups tiiat tbe 
outcome of talks tbe King- 
dom ^d with Israel last 
week violated Arab coor- 
dination. 

“Jordan did not violate 
Arab coordination and was 
the first to seek it,” ^fillister 
of Information Jawad Al 
Anani tcdd the Jordan Times. 

Dr. Anani rdterated Jor- 
dan’s belief in Arab solidaxity 
and coordination, noting that 
the Kingdom was tbe country 
which asked for meetings erf 
the foreign minister of the 
Arab parties to the peace 
negotiations before and after 
every round of the talks. 

*‘Tb^ meeting stopped 
for reasons with xdiich Jor- 


dan bad nothing to do,” an 
official source said. 

Tbe Popular Front for tiie 
Liberation of Palmtine and 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
charged in a ic»maH 

in Damascus that the out- 
ccKiie of tbe Jordanian-lsraeli 
talks “violated tte prince 
of a comprehmisive settie- 
ment and constituted a blow 
to coordination.” 

Dr. Anani said these 
groups are opposed to tiie 
peace talfo ud their “posi- 
tion of rejecting any move in 
the talks b well known.” 
Those who want to criticbe 
should voice independent 
pOsiticMis and not prejnditt 
and prejudge stands, he said. 

Other sources questioned 
tiie credibility of any wan d 
taken by tbe hardline groups 
sinoe they are ideologically 

(Con ti nued on page 5) 
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Signs of flourishing 
business in Jericho 


Mubarak’s ‘national 


JERICHO, West Bank 


O^FP) — From T-shirt ven- 
dors alons the town’s onblic 


dors along the town’s pnblic 
square to owners of large 
five-star hotels, Palestiiuans 
from all over the occupied 
West Bank are startup to 
pour mone^ into this auton- 
omous region. 

Foundations for a bank 
and a residential compoond 
are beii^ laid, at least three 


major hotels are coining im 
around tiie town, and a hold' 


anmnd the town, and a hold- 
ing company has advertised 
shops for rent in a new walL 
De^te an Sundance of 
histiffic sites, Jericho, a dusty 
oasis 2^ metres bdow sea 
level, has bmly a hotel to its 
name, let alone modern 
riioppiiig facilities. 

. Most of the 15,000 rea- 
dents are small farmers, and 
die construction and tourism 
sector has been typically run 
by Palestinians from Ramal- 
lah, Hebron and other parts 
of the ocoraed West Bank. 

lUialed Mohammad, 18, 
left his job as a barber in 
BamaHah to Start a business 
selling picture frames and T- 
diiits uong Jericho’s mmn 
square after self-rule was 
lauiidied last month. 


Palestinian tax and invest- 
ment regulaticMis. 

“We are bnOding diis hotel 
in stages,” said Ziad Khalaf 
from Ramallah. 

“It depends on the morcy 
available and the situation 
here whether we will have 27 
rooms or 81,” said Mr. Kha- 
laf, who wifo hb two brothers 
is converting a restaurant on 
Jericho’s tourist route into a 
hiznry hotel, ocHnplete with 
an Arab'S^ central coun- 
tyaid and stores. 

“We expect more fadlities, 
and new (Palestinian) rules 
that uiU at least be easier 
than the Israeli tourism 
rules.” 


dialogue’ call fails to 
impress opposition 


Mamoun Sbeih, in diarge 
of public relations at the 
Palestinian development and 
rehabilitation coundl, was 
reassuring. 

“The Palestinian economy 
is targeted fm the open mar- 
ket, so we try to ease things 
for the private investors,” he 
said, promising that under 
die new Palestinian laws, in- 
come tax and value-added- 
tax would be lower than 
those imposed by brMl. 


*Tve been doing quite well 
ere,” said Mr. Mcmammad, 


here,” said Mr. Mcmammad, 
who together with a partner, 
also from Ramallah, makes 
$20 a day profit. 

He sdls mainly to locals 
and visitors from the West 
Bank who come to experi- 
ence friiat life here is like 
under Palestinian autonomy. 

The larger investors are 
pinning their hopes on more 
foreign tourists comi^ in to 
see the ancient rums and 
monasteries now there is a 
promise of stability. 

“The Jericbo residents 
don’t have money, Jeridio’s 
economy was dead,” said Ra- 
jai bhaq Abdo, owner of 
rariiam Palace Hotel, one of 
the first in the region. It is 
now rented out to Palesti- 

nian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (PBC) after ^ving been 
cl<»ed for virtually 10 years. 

“Business has not been 
good, there was not enou^ 
■tourism because of a lack of 
-Stability and the intifada. 


Tbe amited laws are to be 
passed after the arrival of tile 
new “cabinet” in the Pales- 
tine authority, headed by 
Yasser Arafat. 

I^. Sbeih said the World 
Bank had set aside $30 mil- 
lion for the private sector. 
However, he stressed “our 
role is to make the infrastruo- 
ture look better for inves- 
tors.” 


Some S6 to $8 million need 
to be pumped into improving 
Jericho’s infrasturcture, to 
est^lisfa a proper sewage sys- 
tem, eiqiand the region’s tele- 
phone hues and electric grid. 

But, much will depend on 
the Israeli army wfaidi con- 
trols checkpoints into 
Jeriheo. 


“AIm tbe Israeli autbor- 
ities didn't help. They dis- 
couraged foreigners from 
staying here, and the tax 
pressure was too much for 
the buriness,” be said, adding 
that he plans to renovate and 
expand his hotel. 

Like Mr. Abdo, many in- 
vestors are waiting, and hop- 
ing for new and better 


lieutenant Ibrahim Jadal- 
lah, tourism liaison officer, 
said Palestinian apd Israeli 
tour leaders have complained 
that the soldjers sometimes 
bar entry to tour buses, force 
them to take a longer route, 
or let them tbrougb “at their 
own risk.” 

‘Hiis scares tourists off. 
They imagine Jericho to be a 
volcano whereas it is veiy 
calm,” Lt. Jadallab said. 

He had no statistics, but 


said on good da]^ up to 60 
buses stul drive in. 


Under the self-rule agr^ 
ment, Israeli vehicles with 
non- West Bank licence plates 
can use a longer road by- 
passing Jericho town. 


CAIRO (AP) — Facing vio- 
lence by Iriamic militants, 
P^ident Hosni Mubarak 
wants political opponents to 
join a ‘^national dialogue” on 
Egypt’s many troubles. 

Opposition- parties, 
shnnt^ aside for years, have 
insisted that plans for 
'broadening Egypt’s democra- 
cy must bead tbe agenda. 'The 
government prefers to focus 
on political extremism. 

Seven months after the in- 
vitations went out daring Mr. 
Mubarak’s campaign for a 
thir d six-year term, the only 
dialogue has been about who 
mif^ t participate in tbe talks. 

**Tbe government wants 
the dialogue to turn into^ a 
front against t e rro r is m, while 
the otiier parties want to par- 
ticipate vnthout feeling they 
are used,” said Osama 
A! Ghazali, a political analyst 
helping arrant tbe dialogue. 

Ind^d, some people be- 
lieve the proposed dialogue 
says mud] about Egsrpt’s im- 
mature democracy. In other 
countries, dialogue occurs 
among pc^tical parties in the 
pariiament. 

“Parties are suiqiosed to- 
oompete,” noted Hala Mus- 
tafa, an expert on Islamic 
extremism for the A1 Ahram 
Cratre iat Political Studies. 
**11ie call for dialogue reflects 
tbe monolithic mentality tiiat 
seeks consensus instead of 
diversity.” 

Frustrated by postpone- 
ments, Mr. Mubarak 
appointed a 40-member com- 
mittee in late May to prepare 
tile ^enda. It indudM I^d- 
ers of 10 opposition parties, 
but the Une-np was domin- 
ated by 26 members from Mr. 
Mubarak’s ruling National 
Democratic Party (NDP). 

Opposition pai^ were in- 
fiiriatra. The liberal A1 Wafd 
and the nationalist Arab Nas- 
serites announced boycote. 
Three other parties 
threatened to pull out unless 
tile committee was redrawn. 

In announcing his boycott, 
Fouad Serageddin, A! Wafd’s 
venerable 86-year-old lead- 
ers, said it was his impression 
"the National Democratic 
Party is having a dialogic 
with tbe National Democratic 
Party.” 

. The dialogne, if it is held, 
would be dosely watched 
beyond Egypt — a country 
viewed by tim west as a mod- 
erate ally against Extremism. 
Corruption and the lack of 
democratic traditions are 
root causes for the rise of 
rascal groups in many Arab 
states, induct Egypt and 
Al^ria. 


Hie mOita&ts’ bloody cam- 
pai^ to oust Egypt’s secular 
^rvernment has led to more 
than 380 deaths in two years. 
The violence has hint tiie 
economy. Tourism, a major 
earner of foreign currency, 
has been devastated. 

Khaled Mohieddin, leadm 
of the leftist National Prog- 
resave Unionist Party, sees 
the dialogue as a diance to 
examine vdiy gro u ps resort to 
violence, nminly tiie social 
injustices used by radicals to 
qip^ to poor Egyptians. 

“In order to confront ter- 
rorism, we have to take a 


firm position agmnst corrup- 
tion, wide gapsbetween d^ 


ses and ODmnpk^ent,” he 
said. 


But for Mr. Mohieddin and 
other opposition leaders, the 
dialogiie’s first priority must 
be pttiitical reform, espedally 
amending laws to guarantee 
feir elections. 


Egypt has 13 political par- 
ties, some so sn^ that most 
Rgj ^ans do not know tbe 
names. Mr. MubanJc’s NDP 
holds 355 seats in tiie 444- 
member paxtiament. All tmt 
one opporition party boycot- 
ts tte last elections, in 19SK), 
maintaining electoral rules 
were unfair. 


Mr. Mustafe pointed to 
another major question 
affecting the credibility of 
Mr. Mubarak’s proposed dia- 
logue: The role of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, wbidi is orga- 
nised in muS of the Aw 
World and is Egypt’s most 
powerful Islamic organisa- 
tion. 


Offidally the Brotherhood 
is outiawed since Egypt for- 
Uds political parties bared on 
reli^on, bot in feet it is allied 
with the Labour Party. 

Some see tiie Brotheihood 
as a moderate Islamic voice' 
that belongs in tbe dialogue. 
Others fear the group is no- 
thing more than a facade for 
tiie radicals’ darkest ambi- 
tions. 


Mr. Mubarak is taldng a 
hard tine. In a magazine in- 
terview, he accused the 
Brotherhood of “supporting 
terrorist activities’* ana 
vowed tbat_ dialogue “will 
take place mly among tbe 
country’s le^timate parties.” 
Such statements dampen 
expectations of some experts 
that Brotherhood members 
mi^t participate in tbe dia- 
logue representing many pro- 
f^onal syndicates they con- 
trol. But Mr. Mubarak's pre- 
paratory committee included 
none of them. 


Af ghan premier threatens fresh fighting in Kabul 

1.AUA flAff manv tn 


JALALABAD (R) — 
Afghan Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar on 
Friday threatened fresh bat- 
tles in battered Kabul un- 
less arch-foe President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani stef^ 
ped down at the end of his 
term this month. 

“If Rabbani does not step 
down, if they dose all doors 
then tbe only solution will 
be war,” Nfr. Hekmatyar 
told a news conference in 
the eastern A^an dty of 
Jalalabad. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s radical 
Hnb-e-Iriami forces and 
their allies under ex-com- 
munist warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum 
launched a fierce artillery 
and rocket offensive on 
Ifebul on New Year’s Day 
to try to topple Mr. Ral^ 
b^. 

More tiian 1,500 people 
have been killed and 
thousands injured in the 
latest assault and the shell- 


shattered dty is rocked 
almost daily by new attacks. 

**Tfae ball is in their 
court,” Mr. Hekmatyar 
said. “They will be re- 
sponsible for any new war.” 

Mr. Rabbani’s two-year 
term expires at the end of 
this month but neitiier the 
president nor the prime 
minister have been able to 
agree on a formula to take 
^ect from July. 

Mr. Hekmatyar repeated 
his demand for cfirect pres- 
idential elections followed 
by the formation of a parlia- 
ment and cabinet baw on 
the proportionate size of 
the parties emerging from 


members. 

Mr. Rabbani insists he 
cannot step down unless a 
shura, a coundl, of leaders 
from across Afj^anistan is 
held to dedde the future 
government, warning of a 
dangerous vacuum of pow- 
er there if he were to leave 
office. 


dents have fl^ — maiiy to 
Paldstan and others living 
in Mdteshift refugee camps 
around Jalalabad on the 
main road to Pakistan. 


Mr. Hekmatyar said he 


had grave mi^jvings about 
the aim of a U.N. peace 


Mr. Hekmatyar accused 
Mr. Rabbani of w^ting to 
use su^ a council of hand- 
picked supporters to ensure 
1^ reelection. 


“He wants to continue in 
office by convening a 
selected ^ura,” Mr. Hek- 
matyar said. 


the aim of a U.N. peace 
mission led b)[ Mehmood 
Mestiii, a spedal envoy of 
the secretary gen^, that 
has toured Af^anistan and 
virited neighbouring coun- 
tries to fry to find a solution 
to the more than two years 
of war in Kabul. 


tbe bolls. 

“1 don't think the pre- 
sence of arms would in any 
way hamper tbe holding of 
elections,” he said. “Mr. 
Hekmatyar was visiting 
Jaldabad from his fortified 
headquarters at Charasyab, 
25 kilometres south of 
Kabul, to address party 


More than 11,500 people 
have been killed and much 
of the dty reduced to mins 
in bloody bursts of actional 
fighting in Kabul since the 
guerrilla seized povrer from 
the former Sovfet-iDStalled 
government in April, 1992. 

More than one-third of 
Kabul's 1.5 million resi- 


He said he would be 
opposed to any attempt by 
the United Nations or other 
countries to install a gov- 
ernment of tiieir choice in 
A^anistan. 


The United Nations says 
it is seeking only to gather 
opinions for a possible solu- 
tion and to discuss these 
with Af^ianistan’s quarrell- 
ing leaders. 
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ALERT: A Senth Yem^ soldier keeps a loA ailiP«T yet 

out on Dortbem positions from a fr< »*-fi« pue«) (AFP photo) 

cast of Adcu on. Saturday. Heavy aootber ceasefire (see page owe; iaf . 




Rabbi who c^s for killing Arafat 
says he nussed him once himself 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
bearded, stooped rabbi says 
he nearly killed Yasser Ara- 
fet himself back in '68. Now 
he is raising a furor conunan- 
riing Jews to cany out tiie 
assasrination. 

Rabbi Silomo Goreo’s re- 
ligious edict joins other con- ^ 
traveisial rtuing? that have' 
com e to diaracterise ferael’s 
fbrmer chief rabtn and army 
general- Today be commanib 
a gmafl but mmtant following 
in a seminaiy in Jerusalem’s 
Old City. 

Last year be caUed on 
Israeb soldiers to disotey any 
orders to evacuate Jewish set- 
tlements, provoking tiie ire of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
r!^w who told him be was 
setting tiie stage for blood- 
shed in the army. 

He also ruled that obser- 
vant Jews should not heed 
laws passed by the partiament 
if tiiey were not passed by a 
Jewish majority, a slap at the 
Arab members of pariiament 
who help tbe ruling Labour 
Party keep an edge over tiie 
opposition. 

Most Israelis dismiss Rabbi 
Goren’s verbal attacks as 
bombast But otheis see his 
opinions as dangerous be- 
cause ardent followers take 
them as law. Legislators have 
mged police to open inves- 
ri printis Um, bot so 

far they have all been droi^ 

P®d. . . . 

“I am prqiared to sit m 
prison, write my books. 1 am 
not afr^d of anything,” 
bi Goren said in an interview 
Ihnrsday with the Associated 
Press. 


Rabbi Goren’s ruling to 
kni Mr. Arafat without trial 
was on religious law 

sad the Nuremberg trials of 
Naa war crfaninals. He be- 
fieves tiiat bs orde^ k% 
in g^ Mr. Anfet himreif is 
liable for cantal pwnishnient 

“I would uke to see him in 
the ground,” Rabbi Goren 
said, suddenly banang ^ 
table. “I ahnost kmed him 
myself.” 

The aged general then re- 
counted bow be shot at Mr. 
Arafat flee^ on a bicy^ 
from an Israeli baxde viidi 
Palestinian guerrillas daring 
an incoisioo into the Jord^ 
nim town of Kaiameh in 
1968. 

The rabbi also daims to 
have single-handedly ca^i- 
tured Hebrtm in tiie 1967 
Middle East war. Such daims 
could not be independently 
corroborated. 

Mr. Arafat’s autotriogra- 


Goren said. 

The wbite-beaided se^ 
tuagenarian has devoted his 
time once retiring as c hief 
rabbi 11 years ago to bmk^ 
the Yeshiva and writing 
books and religions eificts. 

It b not d^ bow much 
influence be vdelds. 

Tbe daily Yediot AhronoC 
repotted Thursday that hvor 

dieds of peqile ^eeted 

bi Goren iw unshed turn 
strength as be drove home to 
Tel Aviv from a branch of bis 
Yeshiva atop an isolated 
West Bank mountain. 

Today, the Yeshiva traiiis 
about 200 students, 1^ of 

whom spend half their time in 

tile army. 

Bom in Poland, RalM 
Goren’s paients brought him 
to Pptbn-mled Palcdine in 
1925. He grew up in an oltra- 
orthodox enviroanient, but 
took a d^pee in dassics and 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syria's 
Pei^le’s Assembly, or pvlia- 
ment, ended its fonr-vear term 
Fri^y. Pieparatioiis began for 
new elections anrid gradnri 
moves towards liberalisation in 
a key Arab State. 

ifl^ol Kader Kaddoura, 
qieaker of the 250-seat assem- 
bly, said after the final session 
attended by Piime 
Mahmoud Zoubi that voting 
among Syria's estimated 6.8 
milK on-strqiig electorate 
be held witlm 90 days. 

PresideQt Hafez Al Assad, 
63, has been realigning to- 
wards the Weft foUouring the 
•1^1 collapse of tiie Soviet 
Union, his long time ally and 
benefactor. 

Mr. Assad’s r^ime, one of 
die most durable in the hfiddle 
East, is likely to continue fids 
trend amid peace negotiatioas 
Israel. 

But de^fe economic liber- 
alisation, which is fosterii^ a 
new entecpreneurial dass, ma- 
jor demooatic reforms are 
expec^ any time soon. 

Pariiamenfs main function 
is to rqiresent various group, 
interests rather tiian serve as a ' 
decision-m^ng body with 
wide legislative powers in 
Syria’s highly ^tralised pc^- 
system. It does app^e . 
government-sponsored legjslis- 
tion and tbe state buc^. ; 

The assembfy was fonn^ 
witii 145 seats in 1971,r a year 
Mr. Assad, a membCT of 
tiie miiiority Muslim Alawte 
sect, took power in a bloodless 
coup. 

It was initially appmnted for 
a two-year term,' with die first* 
dections held in 1973. 

The legislature was ex- 


panded from 195 to 250 mem- 
beis for the lari elections in 
May 1990, uhea more tiian 
9,000 candidates were fielded. 

At the time, die offic^ 
tnftrfia that WBS a Biove to 
encourage independents tp 
nm. But it prmu^ served to 
diverafy the r^jme’s base of 


support. 

1^ rating Baath Party, 
Iwarfed bv hhr. Assad, voa 1m 


headed by hhr. Assad, wm 
seats in the last election. 


'Ibe National Pro^essiye 
Front, groupii^ die omer fi^ 


phy, CO- written witii Alan 
Hart, however, places the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation ^LO) leader at 
Karamdi in 19^. 

Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand said Rabbi Goren 
was “acting cra:^’ and tiiat 
the attorney-general should 
investigate ^ statements a1^ 
out iriHiwg Mr. Arafat. 

Rabbi Goren telepboned 
him and threatened to sue 
him for siander. 

“I have never tried to im- 
pose religions rules on any^ . 
one. I only want them to be 
aoqnainted witii naticnal reli- 
gious opinions, that’s all. 
They have a dedde for them- 
selves what to do,” Rabbi 


modern philosophy from 
Hebrew tmivwsity of Jeru- 


salem. 

He jomed die terror imdM- 
groond and was named efau^ 
rabbi of the nascent Iriaeli 
army, a post he held tor 25 
years. 

He said his age is a military 
secret, but he’s “older than 
70.” 

“We respect him for his 
strengtii to say what others 
only drink,” said 30-year-old 
student Moshe Shtnnion. 

Mr. Sbomron and others 
said they did not have the 
“courage” to attempt^ an 
assassination, but believe 
that Rabbi Goren’s luting 
could give someone consider- 
ing the act that added push. 


parties, bolds 30 seals and « 
fi ^rtly cbntrolled'’l^ the 
eroment.- ' ■ 

The rest are allocated to 
indepenc^ts. There inctuefe 
merdiants, businessmen uid' 
profeasioiials, mostiy fttun the 
majority Sunni Muslim oom- 
munity. 

The Baatirists invariably win 
elections by a landslide. Nfr. 
Assad hmura, with a firm gpp 
on power, has been widemrig 
bis politk^ base beyond tiie 
Baath in recent years. 

But when he was reelected 
in Decenfeer 1991 for a fourth 
seven-year term., with a 99.98 
per cent landslip, he stress^ 
that he saw no reason far 
democratic change in tandem 
with what was happening hi 
Eastern Europe. 


U.S., Israel to develop unmanned airborne missile system 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Israel and the United States 
are developing a radar-eva- 
sive, unmanned airborne 
weapons system capable of 
shooting down Scud-type 
missiles in the critical seconds 
after launch, a report said 
Friday. 


ported. 

Three Israeli firms — 
Israel Aircraft Industries, 
Raphael, and Wales — have 
teamed to design the unman- 
ned aerial vehicle (UAV). 


If successful, the system 
wo^d bring two major adv- 
ances to dnence technolo^: 
The ability destroy the mis- 
siles before they can spread 
mutiiple explosives and the 
ability to replace high-priced 
manned aircraft not suited to 
(lie mission. Aviation Week 
and Space Technology re- 


Spedficacions call for the 
UAV to carry a new air-to-air 
missile that could intercept 
Scud-type, ground-launched 
missiles in the first 65 to 80 
seconds after launch. 


Scud missiles are capable 
of carrying as many as 100 
small 2.2 — 4.5-kilogramme 
submunitions — explosive 
devices discharging chemical, 
biological or nuclear waste 
components. 


Because Scuds release 
tiieir submunitions at alti- 
tude where ballistic missiles 
are still ascending, intercept- 
ing tiiem is hi^ly compli- 
cated and expensive. 

Hie UAV project is part of 
an Israeli intercept study fi- 
nanced by the U.S. Ballistic 
hfissile D^nce Organisation 
(BMDO). 

Tbe study is due to be 
completed and reported to 
Congress in July, and is key 
to obtaining furtoer U.S. and 
Israeli support, according to 
Pent^on and congressional 
sources cited by the report. 

UAV development has 
bred controversy at the De- 


fence Department arid die: 
U.S. Air Force. The ai^ 
ment centres over modhiyiiw- 
UAVs or use manned aircraft 
to carry interceptor missiles; 
to kill ground rockets right- 
after liftoff. • 


The magazine reportsjl: 
that some officials believe the- 
Israeli study wfll vriidate the- 
UAVs as a lower cost solu- 
tion compared with manned' 
fighters. 


It added, other officials are 
determined to assign the in-! 
tercept missioD to manned;, 
airoaft to support retention- 
of at least an 18-wing USAF 
fighter force. 
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marking a new 

■ :YEAR: Mfauster of Awqaf 
and Mamie AfEairs AbM 
Salam Abbadi Satsrday 
speaks to wor dd iye i e at a 
winlstry^orgaaised relK 
gioos ceremo ny at Al 
sen Mosque la Aamao 
wurMnfc tte New year 
^•blch started Thorsdey. 
Otter speakers at the cere- 
mooy indaded Chief 1^- 
mic Jostioe AeSdi Inedttti 
Al ^’^*™**** AJ Tamfani aait 
Editeioad SailBwi, tean of 
the auaia Facitty at the 
University of Jordan. 
Senior government <isfiri<iic 
were among the w or ship - 
pers attending the cere- 
mony (Petra photo) 
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Officials to clarify sales tax applicatloe 
amid reports of market exploitation 


‘By P.V. Vivekaiiaiid 

Jordan Times Staff R^)orter 

P AMMAN — Some if not 
most answers to 
businessperson’s questions 
on the modalities of ap- 
plying the new sales tax are 
e:q>e&d to be provided by * 

, customs and sales tax de> 

'< paitments today at the 
chamber of Industry 
against an uproar in the 
local media over what are 
seen as ambigDities and a 
state €i oonfii^oa over the 
•. i®vy. 

The Chamber of Indus- 
try, in oonsnhation witii in- 
. dnstrialists, has prepay a 
•. list of questions diat will be 
put to the customs and 
sales tax department offi- 
! dais at todays 5 p.m. to 7 
. p.m. gatbenng, a ^Ices- 
. woman for the Q»mber of 
.■ Indosl^ said. 

Bnsniesq>ersons from all 
walks (tf trade, economists, 

. columnists. Parliament 
’ members and ofBcials are 
expected to attend the 
event, vttere tte different 
^ aqiects of die tax and the 

: mffrfiamgnt for applying it, 

^and means to avoid dupli- 
cate taxation ancL protect • 
j the consumer are expected 
. to be debated. 

^ — V/hife“die-<]hambcr‘Of— • 
^ : Industry's quesdons are 
. • mostly related to the 
mechaiusm of the sales tax 
.• . as jfer as local industries are 
. ' concerned, other questions 
; • are also expected to be 
' . raised concerning impcM'- 
' ‘ teis, wholesalers, distribu- 
tors and retailers. 

The Ministry of Finance 
« has released drculais out- 
, > lining the modalities of the 
• law and how the levy is 
, taken directly from the im- 
. porters and prodnoers. But 
.. the guidelines have not 


readied or are not being 
^dhered to by the retail 
seidor, the last link in the 
chain before the goods 
reach the consumer. 

Officials familiar with the 
application of the law say 
mat tile levy, at this stage, 
is different from the sales 
tax system in force in most 
countries. 


irSpoiters’ and producers’ 
pnees to wholes^rs, 
tributors and retailers in- 
dude the sales tax althou^ 
not shown separately in the 
invoice. 


As such, they point out, 
lere is no justification for 


That system, mostly 
known as value-added-tax 
(VA'p, calls for the retail- 
er to issue a UU every time, 
a sale is made, showing the' 
price of the produa and the 
ai^Ucable rate of tax. The 
collected tax is paid to the 
treasury every month. 

In Jordan, where the 
sales tax went into force on 
Jnne 1, the levy is collected 
at the point oif entry into 
the country (for imported 
products) and at the manu- 
fecturers^ before the goods 
are sent into toe market 
(for local products). 


there is no justification for 
a grocer of a supermarket 
or anyone else in the retail 
business to insist that their 
customers pay the tax on 
their purdiases. 

But many traders are be- 
having as if the value- 
added-tax has already 
taken effect and making 
the best out of tiie situation 
by demanding sales tax, 
local reports say. 

“It is easy for a retailer to 
argue that the very term 
‘sues’ applies to every 
transaction taUng place in 
the country and ttat there- 
fore everyone has to pay 
sales tax over and abwe 
the actual price of the pro- 
duct," noted an ot^rver. 


A value-added-tax sy^ 
tem will be implemented in 
the next i^iase of the levy, 
expected in five years. 

Goods imported for 
‘redqxnt or for use in prtv 
dssring goods "for export 
.axe exempt from the levy. 
" In the case of an 
impoTter-manufacturer, 
the amount paid as sales 
tax at the customs point 
would be actuated against 
the levy on tire fiiushed 
Moduct while it enters the 
iocaJ market. 

Under the pr^nt sys- 
tem, the only parties direct- 
ly involved in reflecting the 
tax in their books are nn- 
porters and actual prodne- 
. ers, and there is no role 
whatsover for wholesalers, 
distributors and retailers, 
offals point out. 

The offidak note that 


Local new^»pers have 
been carrying critical com- 
mentaries ai^ reports of 
how the tax law was being 
misused in the absence of 
what the writers see as the 
confesion sunouiiding .the 
levy. 

• Economists say they had 
eiqxicted the government 
to give it at least one month 
before enfoxdng the law, 
during which it could have 
familiarised the business 
community as well as con- 
sumers as to the application 
of the law as far as they are 
concerned. 


In the meantime, many 
traders are known to have 
added seven per cent to 20 
per cent to juices for goods 
already in stock. The sales 
tax is not applicable to SS 
items, mostly foodstn^, 
medicines education mate- 


nais, and is applicable on 
other products on a seven 
per cent to 20 per cent scale 
depending on the nature of 
the product. 

‘‘^meone is making hay 
while it shines," com- 
mented an official when 
asked why many merchants 
insist to their customers 
that they are obb'ged to 
collect the tax and that the 
amount would be remitted 
to the Tax Department. 

The official said the way 
out for consumers from 
such exploitation was to 
demand a bill of sale from 
the shop, clearly showing 
the amount of that 
the seller levied. “I can 
assure you no one will issue 
such a bill since it is illegal 
for retailers to levy the 
tax,” said the official, who 
preferred anonymity. 

On the other hand, some 
traders, in the absence (rf 
what they expected to be 
dear guidelines to them, 
are ensuring that diey will 
not incur losses if they are 
asked to pay sales tax re- 
troactive to June 1. 

Some merchants are- 
levying tiio tax on products 
which’ entered ' the market' 
before' ‘June 1 regardless 
that they already carry the 
levy, which was paid in the 
form of a consumption tax, 
*in effect since 1992. 

Hre consumption tax was 
also ^)plicable at the cus- 
toms i^nc of entry into the 
count^. 

The Sales Tax Law re- 
placed the Consumption 
Tax Law, and goods on 
which tile consumption tax 
was paid are not subject to 
the new levy. 

'‘It is a ftee-for-all in the 
market dow," commented 
an observer. “Everyone 
wants to collect the tax.” 


Three ministers sworn in 


AMMAN — Three newly appointed Cabinet ministeis who 
• were out of tiie country when Ehime Nfinister Abdul Salam 
MajaU lesfauffled his government late Wednesday were 
sworn in Saturday before His Majesty King Hussein. The 
^ministers are: Saim Kawar, minister of tran^iort, Moham- 
mad Tbundbat, minister of state for administrative de- 
' vdopment and Mohammad Thweib, minister of state. 

' Present at the swearing-in ceremony were His Royal 
(fighness Crown Prince Hassan, Prince Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein, Dr. Majali and Chief of tiie Royal C^urt Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker. 


services to dtizens, according to Telecommunications 
Coiporation (TCC) Director General Ahmad Nawawi. 
With the (^lening of this office, the number of subscription 
offices in Jordan comes to 30. Citizens will be at^ to file 
telephone subscription applications and settle their tele- 
phone bills at tte new office. Mr. Nawawi said the 
corporation plans to set up additional offices in various 
parts of tiie country. He added that the TCC rrill issue a 
subscribers’ manual coataining subscription procedures, 
transfer of telephones, required documentations and a 
breakdown of applicable fees, in ad^tion to some telecom- 
mnnications regulations. 


Sharif Zeid attends JUST graduation 


260 industrial projects registered 


AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Court Oiief Sharif Zeid Ben 
ghaif^ Saturday attended the graduation ceremony of the 
sixtii of students at the Jordan University of Science 
arid Technology fJU^. Sharif Zeid awarded diplomas to 
the graduating students, who numbered 63S. Of the total. 
584 ^ve completed t^ requirements for the bachelors 
degree; the rest were graduate students. 


Prince Ra'd welcomes young patriots 


AMMAN (Petra) — Industrial projects registered with the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade in the first quarter of 19M 
amounted to 260, with a total estimated capitri of more 
than JD £3.5 million, according to a minist^ statement. 
The statement said tiiat 252 industrial schemes with a total 
capital of JD 46.6 million were registered in the same 
period of last year. It said the new projects involv^ 
chemicals, plastics, food stuffs, paper, textiles production 
and services. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ben 
Saturday welcomed at the Royal Court a group of 
youths who walked from Aqaba to Amman in observance 
trf Arab Army Day and the annivers^ of the Great Arab 
Revest mi June 10. The Group began hs walk on June S and 
arrived in Amman on the evening of June 10. The Pnnee 
vetoed tus appreciation for their gesture, whidi he said set a 
good example for Jordanian youth who have a sense of 

national hfti nn gtn g and TBspect for the principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt. 


Quality control workshop opens 


RAMTHA (Petra) — A five-day workshop on quality 
control and production opened at the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology (JUST) Saturday with the parti- 
cipation of 25 representatives of Jordanian universities and 
public and private sector businesses. Topics related to 
promoting die quality of Jordanian products and competing 
on foreign markets \riU be tackled at the meeting whidi has 
been orginised in cooperation with Concordia University 
in Canada. 


House Judiciary panel to meet 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Judidary Committee at the 
Lower House of Parliament is expected to convene uxtey 
to the endorsement of a government concession 

n ted to the Jordan Tanning Comp|wy in 1994 and a 
; law on the protection of the environmeDt for 1994. 


Agricultural seminar concludes 


New telephone subscription office 
opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — A new telephone subscription office 
Satoiday opened at Al Abdali Telecommunication Centre 
hfthwi the Ministry of Interior to provide telephone 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Organisation for Agricultu- 
ral Development (AOAD) Saturday conduded a five-day 
traixung seminar for staff employed in Jordan's agricultunQ 
extension services. The seminar, which was held in 
cooperation with the ministry of Agriculture, was attended 
. by. extension services staff operating in various governo- 
rates, accor d i n g to Khaldoun Subdhi, head of the Exten- 
900 Information Department. Mr. Subeihi said that the 
ministiy has 104 extension services staff members working 
dirougb 19 agricultural departments and 36 extension 
services centres in the Kingdom. 


1993 GDP up 5.7% over 1992 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan posted 
a gross domestic product 
(GDP) of JD 2,281.8 mil- 
lion during the year 1993, 
registering an increase of 
5.7 per cent over 1992, 
preliminary figures re- 
leased by the Centi^ Bank 
of Jordan (C^ show. 

The latest statistic bul- 
letin of the CBJ also said 
that the Kingdom’s gross 
national product (G^) 
during the year was 
JD 3,459 million at market 
prices compared with 
JD 3,135 million in 19S^. 

The largest contributor 
to GDP was the industrial 
sector with JD 1,538.7 mil- 
lion followed Ity govem- 
ment services with 
JD 439.5 million, private 
non-profit services to 
households worth JD 19.3 
million and domestic ser- 
vices of households worth 
I JD 4.3 million. 

After reducing imputed 
bank services from the tot- 
al, the GDP at factor cost 
stood at JD 1,995.1 mil- 
lion. With the addition of 
indirect taxes (less $u^ 
sidies) worth JD 326.7 mil- 
lion, the GDP at produc- 
ers* prices stood at 
JD 2,218.8 million. 


A further split-up 
showed that (figures for 
1987 are also given since 
that was the last full year of 
uninterrupted financial 
activity before tte dinar 
was ifevalued): 

— input from agricul- 
ture, hunting, forestry and 
fishing rose to JD 168.3 
million from JD 153 million 
in 1992 (JD 116.1 million in 
1987); 

— input from mining and 
quarrying declined to 
JD 52.4 million from 
JD 53.8 million in 19^ 
(JD 7S.S million in 1987); 

— input from manufac- 
turing rose to JD 264.5 mil- 
lion from JD 249.5 million 
in 1992 (JD 203.6 millioD in 
1987); 


— input from electricity 
and water rose to JD 64.2 
million from JD 61.7 mil- 
lion in 1992 (JD 64.7 mil- 
lion in 19^); 

— input &om construc- 
tion rose to JD 183.7 mil- 
lion from JD 164 million in • 
1992 (JD 135.2 million in 
1987); 

— input from wholesale 
and retail trade, res- 
taurants and hotels rose to 
JD 70.2 millira from 65.5 
million in 1992 (JD 264.2 
million in 1987); 

— 'input tom transport, 


Police searcli for assailant 


in shooting of Sahab man 


By Rana Hossemi 
Special to the Jordan Hates 


AMMAN — Amman 
police are investigating the 
possible attempt^ murder 
of a 20-year-old Sahab man 
on Friday, F^blic Security 
Department (PSD) reports 
riiowed. 


The report said that 
Rashed I.S. was shot sever- 
al times in the chest and 
head by an unidentified 
assailant. 


The victim's brother, 
AH, told police he had gone 
to visit his brother and 
found him in bed in a pool 

.of bipod. . 

Police said they reco- 
vered some buUets and 
empty shells scattered near 
the victim's body. 


A PSD official told the 
Jordan limes Saturday that 
no weapon was found. He 
declined to elaborate on 
the incident. 

Rashed, who underwent 
surgery at Al Bashir Hos- 
pital, is listed in critical 
condition. 



The attending doctor 
told the Jordan Times that 
Rashed was transferred to. 
the intensive care unit 
(ICU), adding that there is 
a slim possilMlity that the 
young man would survive. 


Acddaat fa^jures 
six petqite 

Six people were injured 
on the Jerash-Zarqa Road 
when the pickup truck they 
were riding in^lost control 
and rolled over, a Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) report said. 

Accordiiig to the report, 
the pickup was heading to- 
wards when it lost 

control, veeied off the road 
and rolled over. 

Hie injui^ were taken 
to Jerash Afilitary Hospital 
where they were listed in 
giood to fair condition, 
report said. 

Meanwhile, CDD re- 
ports said that last week, 
various types of aeddents 
resolted in the death of 12 
people. Hie report added 
that the CDD responded to 
527 emergencies; of which 
119 were fires. 

_ According to CDD Pub- 
lic Relations Director Cap- 
tain Abdul Raouf 
Ma'aytah, most of the 
emergencies involved 
poisonings. He explained 
that many individuids had 
eaten we^> while picnick- 
ing, espeddly in the Jor- 
dan V^ley. 

Capt. Ma'aytoh said 
s(»ne weeds are edible but 
should also be washed care- 
fully before consumption. 
Otbera, he explained are 
poisonous. 


Arab Thought Forum 
to review activities 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
;general assembly of the 
Arab Thought Forum (ATF) 
will convene a two-day meet- 
ing in Morocco towards the 
end of this month to review 
the forum's activities and 
general reports on 1993 and 
1994, according to Ali 
Umleil, the ATFs secretary 
general. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence here Saturday, Dr. 
Umleil said the general 
assembly meeting will focus 
on two working papers deal- 
ing with Arab economic de- 
velopment and the 
Palestinian-Israeli economic 
agreement. 


In reviewing the ATFs 
activities in 1993, Dr. UmleQ 
said that the fonm organised 
several seminars, one of 
which was dedicated to prom- 
oting the status and the fa- 
tare prospects of children in 
tiie Arab World. 

The ATF participated in 
numerous world activities, 
mainly those organised in 
Amman, as well as the Arab- 
Eoropean seminar held in 
Istanbul and the cultural 
seminar held in Italy. 

Dr. Umleil said that ATFs 
artive members number 140, 
adding that 21 world institu- 
tions hold r^ular contacts 
with the forum. 


storage and communication 
rose to JD 293.4 million 
tom JD 279.4 million in 
1992 (JD 290.4 i^ion in 
1989); 

— input from finance, 
insurance, real estate and 
burin ess services rose to 
JD 402.5 million from 
JD 383.3 milKon in 19^ 
(JD 293.4 million in 19^: 
and 


to JD 70 Dullion in 
1988 tom JD 75.5 million 
m 1987, rose to JD 77.4 
million in 1989, again drop- 
P|^ to JD 67.6 million in 
JD54.1 million in 
and JD S3.8 million in 


— input from commun- 
ity, social and personal ser- 
vices rose to JD 39.5 mil- 
lion tom JD 38 million in 
1992 (JD 37.8 million in 
1987). 

The figures showed that 
the major sectors to suffer 
as a result of the economic 
problems feced by Jordan 
in 1988-89 were wholesale 
and retail trade, res- 
taurants and hotels, and 
mining and quarrying. 


The collective input tom 
wholesale and retail trade 
and hotels and restaurants 
plunged tom JD 228.6 mil- 
lion in 1988 to JD 77.5 mil- 
lion in 1989 and JD 543 
million in 1990. The sector 
showed an increased out- 
put of JD 702 minion in 
1991 and JD 65.6 million in 
1992. 


Producers of govenunent 
services contributed 
JD 376.4 millim in 1987, 
JD 401.5 .milBoD in i 9 gg^ 
JD 385.5 million in 1989, 
JD 383.6 million in 1990, 
JD 390 million in 1991, 
JD 414.6 million in 1992 
and JD 439.5 miltion in 
1993. 

Indirect taxes (less sub- 
' sidies) totalled JD 332.4 
millioo in 1987, JD 309.6 
million in 1988, JD 210.5 
million in 1989, JD 246 mil- 
lion in 1990, JD 250.7 mil- 
lion in 1991, JD 316.6 mil- 
lion in 1992 and JD 326.6 
million in 1993. 


The input of the mining 
and quarrying sector <top- 


Tbe sharp jump in taxes 
in the year 19% was mainl y 
attributed to the introduc- 
tion of a consumption tax, 
which was repla^ by a 
sales tax tom this montfa. 
The CBJ bulletin said tiie 
figures for 1993 were pre- 
liminaiy and will be ad- 
justed later, according to 
figures adopted Ity the De- 
partment of Statistics. 


Tourism activity soars 
in Wadi Mousa region 


MA’AN (Petra) — The 
sootbem region of Wadi 
Mousa, dose to the andent 
Nabataean dty of Petra mid 
the neaiity town of Thybdi, 
are cuirentiy witnessing a 
flurry of tourism activity, 
with at least 2300 fbrei^ 
tourists visitiiig the area 
ly, according to Ma’an Gov- 
ernor Hqss& Habanlmdi. 

In 1992, 117,000 p^e 
virited the rose red dty of 
Petra, and the first six 
months of last year witnessed 
an increase in the numbm of 
tonrists of the andent rite 
estimated at 25 per cent over 


the same period the previous 
year, said Mr. Habashneh. 


. Bnt be pointed out .that the 
soiitht^ tourist attraction 
cufrendy has limited hotel 
facilities with a total of 226 
rooms in addition to 169 
rooms in Petra’s four 
govenuneirt-rated hotels and 
57 rooms m four other oon- 
rated hotels. 

In order to cope with the 
upsurge of tourism activity hi - 
the area, Mr. HabashiKdi said 
work has started on setting 
np nine new hotels witii a 
total of 1,135 rooms along a 
strip stretching south from 
Wadi Mousa to Taybeh. 

One of the hotels at 
Taybeh which is nearly 
finttbed has 86 nxMns with 
172 beds; another hotel being 
buflt between Wadi Mbnsa 
and Taybeh will have 7M 
rooms with 1388 beds; and 
inside Wadi Mousa town 
work is under way on the 
construction of two bot^ 
with a total 255 rooms. 

In all, JD 24 million is 
being invested in these pro- 


cost was calculated at around 
JD 4.5 nrilK on. 

Refen^ to tel^bone and 
electricity services, Mr. 
Habashneh said they are 
available covering all the 
touristic and residential areas' 
of the region, and the Jordan ' 
Electricity Authority (JEA) 
is enrrentiy expanding its ser- 
vices to new hotel sites, 
while the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC) says 
-the present telephone ex- 
chm^es provide 4300 lines 
which are sufficient for the 
region at presenL 

But 1^. Habashneh be- 
lieves tiiat the Wadi Mousa 
area still ..lades, ^jpropnate 
tourist markets offering 
sonvenirs. 


Clean-np starts in Aqaba 


Meanwhile, the Tourism 
Department, assisted by local 
Aqaba hotels and various 
other fiovernment denait- 


jects which together will 
make available 3,000 beds. 


make available 3,000 beds, 
according to Mr. Habashndi. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities ex- 
pects that 1,135 jobs will be 
created with the establish- 
ment of tiiese new hotete. 

Mr. Habashneh added 
however, that the southern 
touristic area is in serious 
need of modern road net- 
works becanse the present 
roads are narrow and ex- 
posed to landslides. He ex- 
pressed hope that work on 
developing the roads will be 
carried out soon. 

In addition, he said designs 
for a new sewerage tystem 
have been drawn up, and the 


other government depart- 
ments in the port dty, S>atm- 
day annonneed a two-day 
dean-up campaign op the 
southern coast of Aqaba 
starting Thesday. 

The annonneement was 
made following a meeting 
attended by representatives 
of various concerned parties 
under the diainmnship of 
Princess Baana Bint 

The Princess urged the loc- 
al authorities and residents to 
help keep the coast dean, 
stressing Aqaba’s significant 
as one of the main tonrist 
attractions .in the Kingdom. 

Tourism is one of tiie main 
fordgn currency earners to 
tiie national economy, and 
last year it earned the King- 
dom JD 390 million from tfe 
viat of more tiian three mi- 
Uon tonrists to Aqaba, said 
the Princess. 

In discn<B^ug preparations 
to the twcMlay campaign. 
Princess Basnia said that 8S 
rfivers will work underwater 
to remove pollotants and va- 
rious waste materials. 

The commander of the 
naval force in Aqal» said 
that his sector was oontirriling 
the shores to prevent diips 
from dumping waste in the 
haifronr area. 

Pons Authority Director 
Dureid Mabasneh ootiined 
his office’s efforts to ke^ the 
beadles dean for vacation- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 


'tr nim entitled **Long Gene" at the American Center at 
5HM p.m. (113 mirmtes). 

EXHlBmOliS 


Awqaf minister briefs 
FiiUbright delegation 


■ir Painting exhfldtka by artist George Baldoari at Al 
Bdqaa Art GaHery <Td. 720677). 

ir Exhibition traditional embroidery and handiorafls at Ai 
Hayat Gronp ttowroom, Gardois Street, ED^mn Build- 
ing (Tel. 687956). 

•tr ^intii^ exhibition by Jwdanian artist Abdul RaV 
Sham’oun at Darat Al FUnon of the Abdnl Ifammt 
Shommi FonndMion in Jabal Lnweflidefa. Also showing 
“pMmanent" exhildtion ai 56 Arab contenqwrary artists 
(Tel. 6432S1A). 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 13- 
member delegation from the 
FuUbright Foundation in the 
U.S. met with Nfinister of 


Awqaf and Islamic Affeirs 
Abdul Salam Abbadi Satur- 


4 Plastic art erfcifciriftti by artist Mohammad Al Ameri 
eidifled <*Body* at Baladna Art Gallery (TeL 687598). 

fr EAibttkMi of paintings by Fhtima El-Hefai at Goetbe- 
InstitnL 


day to learn about the minis- 
try’s activities. 

The delegation, most of 
whose members are scholars 
of Islam, were briefed on the 
ministry's organisation of ser- 
vices at mosques, the Zakat 
(collection of alms for the 
poor) and the Haj ([xlgrun- 
age). 

Dr. Abbadi also ^ke ab- 
out Jordan’s responsibility to- 
imuds the Islamic holy places 


fr Fbofa^aphy exhilnt eitiitled “Faces of Jordan’* at the 
Amokan Cenfer. 


in Jerusalem, indudi^ Al 
Ansa Mosoue and the Dome 


it ExhHiition of |diotogra|dis of **The Uvh^ Dead Sea" by 
Paula WOtimns-Brown at The Galloy of tte Hotel Jordan 
Inter.CiMitinentaL 


Aqsa Mosque and the Dome 
of the Ro^. 

Earlier Saturday, tiie de- 
legation met with the general 
manager of the Islamic Bank. 


Mousa Sbihadeh, who 
briefed them on tiie Isla mic 
dealings of the bank, whitt 
operates on profit-sha^g 
ratter than charging or grant- 
ing interest on loans or de- 
porits. 

Islam, said Mr. Shibadeh, 
prohibits usury because of i 
the negative effects and 
adverse impacts that usury 
has on soaal. economic and 
behavioural conduct of indi- 
riduals and groups. 

He said tiiat tte bank, 
along with many others In the 
Islamic world, was intent on 
applying the prindples of 
Shana (Islamic law). 

He added that the bank; 
aims at meeting economic' 
and social needs in the area 
of banking services, fi pandng 
and investments on a non- 
usurioos basis. 
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They can’t wait forever 

rr APPEARS that the |dig|it of 2.5 milKo n 
Palestinian refhgees will be kept on hold tiD 
the moment arrives when tbe ** *inal status 
talks,” on the Palestinian case are done widi. 
This makes the refugee issue the second 
principal item after tlM foture of Jerusalem 
to be shdved for the time behig pending the 
resolation of aD tiie other dhnmdons the 
Isradi-Palistinlan track. This much was 
confirmed FMay daring a Worldnet satellite 
news briefing by U.S. Assis tant Semtary of 
State for Near Eastern Affairs Danid Ki^- 
zer. 

Judging by the past perfimnances of the 
mnltilate^ working group on Palestinian 
refugees, the focus Iub been more on how to 
allei^te the living conditimis of the Fale^- 
nian refugees ratim* than on finding a 
political sotntion to their plight. This Is 
discDoraging smee the tnlataral peace talks 
bdween Issnel and the Arab countries host- 
ing Palestinian refugees have also not yielded 
any positive results towards giving the re- 
fbgees much hope in tiidr fitinre. 

While we concede that the refugee |nnb- 
lem is very difficult, the legal parameters for 
its resolution lie in the U.N. General Assem- 
bly Resolation 194 of 1948 wbkh acomded 
the 1948 refugees the choice between repat- 
riatkm to their homes or accepting adequate 
compensation; and in U.N. Security Coimcfi 
Resdutum 242 which afifirmed, inter aha, 
the need for ‘^achieving a just settlement of 
the refugee problem.” It so happens that tiie 
fate ijS tiie 1948 refingees and tiie displaced 
persons constitutes the heart of the Palesti- 
nian problem and unless it is dealt with 
swtftiy and affirmatively, all efforts to settle 
the Arab-lnraeli conffict could fofl. The 
Palestinians in the diaspma have been kmg- 
ittg to return to their homeland for decades 
and view ttiis right as fundamental to the 
resolution of their problem. To oontinne to 
change the terms of reference for salving 
thdr phgfat and to tell them now that tiiey 
must wait till otim* problems are resolved 
would farther nndennine them and drive 
them into deqieratimi. 

Israel is on record as opposing the return 
of tiie 1948 rcliigees hot it is less dear on the 
possible repatriation of tiiose displaced by 
the 15167 Aiwb-Isnidi war. This ditBw wifial 
treatment betwem the two categories of 
Palestinians forced ont of their country by 
the same memy can be entertahied only for 
purposes of ordMy negotiatkms. Otherwise, 
the subfect is the same and the treatment 
most also be the same at the end of tiie line. 
The consideration of the fu tu r e of the re- 
fugees cannot be put off much longer. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By l>r. Fahed Al Fanek 


a' columnist in Al Ra’i daily Saturday criticised donor 
natioas wbicb bad pledged to p^de bHUons of dollars to 
tt^ Palestinian National Autiiority in tiie Jericho and Gaxa 
regions, but have foiled to do so. leaving the matters more 
cconpUcated than they were before the Israeli poll out. Tareq 
Masarweh said that out of the promised billions, the 
Palestinians have only got $5 mfllioD that can by no means 
the basic and immediate needs for estabbshing tte 
authority rule government in the two areas. It is not enou^ 
to send in a police force to Jericho and Gaza at a time when 
tbe living conditions in the two areas have deteri orate d to 
such a degree that frithout pumping in suffice nmds to 
build a sDstainable infrastnictore and creato jobs for foe 
destitnte population, no peace ^ 
writer. It ^ unreasonable to think tiiat the Natwm^ 
F^tinian Authority can raise funds tfarou^ taxto under 
the present difficult situation, added the wnter. Altiiougb 
most of the donor nations are non-oil prodocing countf^ 
they have nonetheless pledged to premde assistance w^ 
sfadnld be forthcoming as soon as possible in order to smoofo 
matters for the national authority and ensw foe unpte- 
mentation of the PalestiniartZsTseh aeca^ Tbe Enroc^ 
***^'^ . . 1.1 k.i.. .hA T«.atf itc in Attaminff tlieir 


Al Dnstour daily Saturday tackled the question ofPalestiiMn[ 

refiisees accuang the Amer jan adrmnistranofi of working. 

xi... :« Aral! cnitfitries now 


the pbn does oot ensl, wesose tne Amenoun myB 
woulShelp foe Israelis ^ 

refund issues without giving the Palestunans foeirfM 
ridS^d tbe daily. The paper said that 1^1 never 
i Joontin,£l*ive Fate^ 

refojeees id A^abjcpuntries to escape foe proyec t 

S^imp^sation to them for tiieirloss of land or to »»ept tiw 

return to be repatriated to their own homeland. 


Stop sacrificing Jordan’s interests 


THE JORDANIAN-Palestinian economic accord signed ui 
Amman on Jan. 7 was not more than a nice prose, empty of 
any tneaningfol commitment except for the reopening of 
Jordanian banks and the usage of tbe Jordan dinar as a 
currency for circulation in tbe West Bank and Cfoza Strip. 
However, the Palestinian-IsraeU economic a^eeroenc, 
signed in Paris on April 29, killed that accord and 
pronqited repegotiation with tbe Palestinian side for a new 
agreement. 


“Blockii^ the Jordanian-Falestiiiiaii 
agreen^t by the PLO is a valuable 
opportnnity to write it off completely. 
We either obtain free access to tite 
West Bank and Gaza or we don’t. 


A ccoiioetie— dcl^ation - led by A hmad GoO'^ided firee trade 15 OOtT^^eOllS. 

3oiiii<^AtaAiaa, canetoAmiiimtoam^ The economists appointed by die 

^reement. A new agreement, camouflaged under the tide t j • "" a. a. ^ a. 

1 worldng programme for action was draftod. P^estme JOldaman ^VCmment tO represent 

Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chainnan Yasser Arafot TArdan should ho saorountahlo for their 
udered his representttive not to sign the socalled prog- JOroan SDOUIQ 06 aCCOUmaOie lor lOeiT 

ramme for action becaose some secondary penots needed estr^ndj bad j udgemen t imless they 

have instrnctions to pat Jordan last, 

his moment, there is no valid document to qieafy the w hieh wo uld nOt be SlirDrisUl&.” 


Qoariea, Abu Ataa, came to Amman to amend the old 
^reement. A new agreement, camouflaged under the tide 
a wortog programme for action was draftod. P^estme 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chainnan Yasser Arafat 
ordered ^ representative not to sign the so-called prog- 
ramme f^ action becanse some secondary pomts needed 
carefoi study. In die language of Arab politics, this means 
putting ^ agreement on bedd until fuifoer notice. Thus, as 
fob moment, foere b no ^^d document to qiedfy the 
economic relations betwi w n Jordan aod tbe Palestinians. 

Tbe absence <rf a PatesdniaoJordaniaD economic agree- 
ment b, of course, especially when die economic 
relations between tbe Palestinians and Israel are weU- 
d^oed and documented in detail and precision. But worse 
tiian tiie absence of agreement b a bad and one«ded deal, 
whkfa was doomed from tbe very start. 

I am afraid the aborted draft agreement, or programme 
of action, b unfoir to Jordan. It represent a complete 
mving up of Jordanian national interest. Therefore, we 
^uU be gratefnl to Mr. Arafat for blockmg it, even 
tbougb be fod foat for reasons not related to Jo^anian 
interests or lade of foiniess in tbe deal, bat becanse he b 
against any sfrCMig oonneetkm with Jordan, and becanse be 
puts more priority on the relations with Israel. 

Admittedly, we have no r^t to Uame the Mestinias 
side for their poation ris-a-vb Jordanian banks or Jorda- 
nian currency. Tbe PLO b free to make ib own ind^n- 
dent dedsKMis, bdng the sole representative of the 
Palestinian people. It can grant or deny licensiD| to 
J<Mdanian banks even tboi^ it committed itself to 
all kraeli baids operating in the occupied 
territof ies. It b also free to aoo^ or reftise tbe dinar as a 
legal tender or a coireoty ffo drculatitm or uidudiog it 
under the label ^ocher ennendes** even though it accepted 
the Israeli curreiKy as a l^al tender. We cannot and should 
not wwpftgg anyfo^ on the Mestiniaiis against th^ wQi. 

Bat we can and must blame the Jordanian dei^atos for 
sacrificing Jordanian interest. Tbe draft accord foolishly 


calb for free trade between Jordan and foe Palestinians 
without restrictions and free of any costeins duty. Tbb b 
absurd beca u se the preamble of the agreement re fe r s to the 
PaJestinian-braeli agreement, which limits the freedom of 
the Palestmian Authority to import from Jordan to a small 
hst of commodities and with the approval of Israel. Tbe 
major items in foe Bst are oil, which b merely reexport of 
Irafo ml, and cement, whidi tbe Palestimans are eager to 
replace it by locally produced cement within two years 
time, because the priority there b to replace JordaniaD 
profoicts first. 

If Jordanian prodnets will not be allowed to cross foe 
bridges west-ward, except in accordance with a list imposed 
by Isael and only to satisfy part of the Palestinian market 
needs as decided by Israel, how come Jordan b expMted to 
open up for all Paiestiman products to cross the bridges 
east-w^ with no Ib& or limitations including ^ts and 
vegetables of which we hm sniploses, and industries with 
Israeli inpafs, and braeti joint ventures. 

Blocking the Jorda nian-M estinian agreement by the 
PLO b a valuable opportnnity to write it off comrietely. 
We either obtain free access to foe West Bank and Gaza or 

we don’t. fi^ w ftntragoftfir Th«i 

bts appointed by the Jordanian government to represent 
Jordan should be accountable for their extremely bad 
judgement unless they have instructions to put Jordan last, 
which would not be surprising. 


They don’t have Veighi reduction’ 


problem 
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Limited options on N. Korea 


By Evelyn Leopold 
Reuter 

IWnm NATION — In- 
trying to . reverse North 
Korea's alaftnii^ defiance of 
nudear safeguards, tbe Un- 
■ ited States and its allies have 
several options they can pur- 
sue at m Unitra Nations, 
none of them very good. 

They could press for a 
tough Security Council re- 
solution slapping sanctions 
on North fCorea but that 
coold drive foe country's un- 
predktable leaders to refuse 
future inflections of nuclear 
fodlities and keep foe world 
gnessing on how many atomic 
bombs Pyongyang has or 
could make. 

Tliey could abo settle for a 
protest without sanctions and 
risk ^gnalling other potential 
nudear powers that they can 
ignore at will any controb 
imposed on them by tbe Nuc- 
lear Non-Prdiferation Treaty 
(NPT). 

The crisb came to a head 
last week vriien the ^^enna- 
based International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) was 
prevented from prc^ierly in- 
flecting fuel rods dbeharged 
from a nudear reactor. 

By this action. North 
iwica Wiped out most of the 
evidence on whether spent 
feel had been removed in 
1989 to produce plutonium' 
for nudear weapons. 

So far the United States 
has moved cautiously, pr^er- 
ring discussions before dreu- 
ipVing a draft resolution. 


Instead membea consult in 
small groups on U.S. sugges- 
tions for a two-step 
approedi: a warning or threat 
and then an imporition of 
sanctions in incremental 
steps. 

**11 doesn’t prove anything 
to rush into SOTwthing. We 
have to do fob in a very 
deliberate and concerned 
way,” said U.S. Ambassa^r 
M^leine Albright. 

”The Americans will have 
to check constantly on what 
tbe traffic will bear,” said one 
key Security C^undl mem- 
ber, in reference to China’s 
lack of enthusiasm for sanc- 
tions. 


tiona won't work and has 
tried to steer a middle course. 

Diplomats said embassa- 
dor Yuli Vorontsov proposed 
three steps: a warning for 
North Korea to cooperate 
wifo international insp^ors. 
a dear threat of sanctions 
wifo a deadline and the im- 
position of sanctions. 

But the sanction threat 
would include Moscow’s 
proposal for an eight-way in- 
ternational conference. The 
meeting would also pledge 
economic benefits for North 
Korea if it cooperated with 
the IAEA. 

So far the United States 


far the United States has been 
publicly cool to the idea of more 
talks after Washington held months 
of negotiations with North Korea 
and also held out hopes for econo- 
mic and diplomatic benefits if Pyon- 
gyang allowed IAEA inspectors to 
do their work*” 


Beijing frowns on sanc- 
tions but has not disdosed 
whether it would use its veto 
power to kill any threaten^ 
embargoes. Chinese envoys 
have repeated daily they are 
opposed to sanctions in prin- 
dple and prefer continued 
dialogue. 

Russia also thinks sanc- 


has b^n pubiiciy cool to the 
idea of more talks after 
Washington held months of 
negotiations with North 
Korea and also held out 
hopes for ecoifomic and di- 
plomatic benefits if Pyon- 
gyang aUowed IAEA inspec- 
tors to do their work. 

But envoys said the prop- 


osak were gaining credence 
among some coimcil mem- 
bers, as well as some U.S. 
officials. 

No one knows the real goal 
of North Korea. 

Prerident Kim □ Sung may 
be playing for high stakes in 
the economic and political 
sphere with the United 
States. But he might also 
believe the price of ending 
Pyongyang's isolation b too 
high n the end of the road b 
German-style unification of 
the Korean Peninsula, an end 
to the Communist system and 
a loss of power for the cur- 
rent leadership. 

Unlike Iraq, Yugoslavia 
and Libya, which suffer 
under varying degrees of 
sanctions. North Korea has 
surrived so long on so little 
income that further depriva- 
tion might have little impact. 

But a no-sanctions resolu- 
tion can be drawn up without 
some demands on what 
North Korea b exp^ed to 
do. 

Experts, including some in 
foe Clinton adminbtration, 
are divided on whether foe 
Security Coundi should con- 
centrate on preventing future 
safeguards violations only or 
try again to determine the 
history. 

IAEA Direcjpr Hans Blix, 
in a recent bnefliig to 
coundi and the press, admit- 
ted it was unlikely the history 
of foe reactor could still be 
verified, even if Pyongyang 
opened up two susp^ed 
nuclear w^e sites. 


Dicing with 
death 


By David McDowall 

HERCE RGHTING be- 
tween pesbme/gas belonging 
to the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) and. the Patrio- 
tic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) at tbe be^nning of 
May has brought into ques- 
tion the internal viability of a 
democratic and autonomous 
Iraqi Kurdistan. The fighting 
started at Qala Diza on May 
1 and spread rapidly. In the 
Dortbero r^on of Bahdinan. 
where the KDP holds sway, 
PUK offices were rapidly sur- 
rounded and their stafr and 
fighters arrested and dis- 
anned. Likewise in the PUK 
heartlands around Sulayma- 
nijra, KDP outposts were 
quickly overcome. The fier- 
cest fighting took place in the . 
middle ground. While Sala- 
huddin fell to the KDP, 
neighbouring Shaqlawa was 
captured by the PUK. An 
uneaty ceasefire was only 
achieved after a- week in 
which over 1,000 peshmergas 
and civilians were killed. 
PUK and KDP troops now 
eye each other warily in Ar- 
bil, the autonomous region's 
capital. 

IhU is easily the most se^ 
rious setback for the liber- 
ated area of Kurdistan since 
Iraqi President ^ddam Hus- 
sein's advance into the area 
was haltet^in April 1991. It 
"hacHseSh' waiting to happen 
for months. The trigger for 
fob sudden bout of bloodlet- 
ting was a land dispute just 
north of Qala Diza. 
took place reflects in micro- 
cosm the tensions and con- 
flicts which still afflict Kurdis- 
tan. On May 1, Ali Hasu, a 
KDP commander, tried to 
turf farmeis off some land 
neat Qala Diza which his 
fefoer had acquired as Mulla 
Mustafe Barzani's local dele- 
gate in 1970. No one locally 
recognised the legitimacy of 
Ali Hasu's claim because his 
father had seized the land by 
force majeure. Ali Hasu, like 
hb father, was acting like a 
tribal agha, precisely the cri- 
ticisms so often levelled 
against foe Barzani leaders of 
lOP, And, true to its ideolo- 
gicai anti-tribal posture, foe 
PUK's local man was on the- 
side of foe peasantry. It was 
foe shooting of the latter by 
Ali Hasu that triggered the 
fighting. Local people in- 
stinctively rallied to the PUK 
in their animosity against foe 
rapacity of the agha system. 
Trit^ism may be in retreat, 
but the bloodletting that fol- 
lowed demonstrated how po- 
tent tribal conflict, particular- 
ly when linked to the two 
rival parties, can be.- 

Rivariy between Barzani 
and Talabani 

Overlaying such antagon- 
bms is the rivalry between 
Mas'ud Barzani (KDP) and 


Mr. Barzani and Mr. Talaba- 
ni. have ensured foat the real 
seat of power has little to do 
wifo the government, and 
even less with foe elected 
parliament. Power rcs» 
foe two leadere. One (PUK) 
prime minister, Fuad 
Masoum, has already res- 
igned, reportedly frustrated 
by decisions made over his 
head. December, in an 
attempt to resolve this dilem- 
ma, an eight-man “strategic 
committee" was formed, 
composed of Mr. Talabani, 
Mr. Barzani, the PUK prime 
minister, the KDP speaker 
and four others, two from 
each party. Because of ten- 
sions between certain mem- 
bers foe committee has not 
yet met. It seems to be a 
moot point whether ‘iifty- 
ftfty" demonstrates the 
strength or the weakness of 
the Kurdish experiment tn 
democracy. 

Effect on external rdations ^ 

Unfortunately the KDP- i- 
PUK rivarly has spilt over to 
affect external relations. It 
would seem that the KDP has 
secuF^ Iranian supprt, reviv- 
ing the longstanding infonnal 
alliance dating back to the 
1960s. Last December tbe 
Iran-backed Kurdistan Isla- 
mic hfovement (KIM) was 
engaged in heavy fighting 
gainst foe PUK. The KDP 
mediated between the two 
when foe KIM was taking a 
severe beating from Hie 
PUK. Mas'ud Barzani's un- 
cle, Sheikh Muhammad 
Khalid, is a leading tight in 
Kurdbh Hizb Allah, a party 
within KIM. One 'good turn 
deserves another. KDP 
forces hard pressed by the 
PUK, Iran sent foe KIM 
across the border to capture 
Halabja and Khurmal to the 
PUK's rear on May S- The 
PUK reacted savagely, shell- 
ing both towns and killing 
over ISO KIM fighters. 
Among foe bodies were those 
of six Iranian pasdaran. Mr. 
Talabani may now have cause 
to regret what has become a 
serious conflict with Tehran. 

In the meantime Ankara 
has come to the conclusion 
that Mr. Talabani. has been 
encouraging .the. FipC. It is. * 
well known thkt be has 'been' 
meeting foe PKK boss, Apo.. 
Ocalan, when passing 
through Damascus. Since tbe 
PKK uses the remote valleys 
of Bahdinan as a springboard 
for attacks into Turicey, it is 
an ideal way to embarrass 
Mr. Barzani, for it demons- 
trates his inability to keep te 
own fiefdom in order. It is 
barely a month since Turkey 
launched a major incursion 
into northern Iraq in pursuit 
of its elusive foe. 

Mr. Talabani (at the time 
of writing in Damascus) has 
been having difficulty getting 
home. He can hardly travd 
via Tehran. Although Ank- 
ara will probably reluctantly 


JalaJ Talabani (PUK). De- - allow him to cross Turkey to' 
spite their frequent protesta- get back home, safe conducr 
lions of cordial cooperation, must then be obtained from 
foe truth is that each seems to Mas'ud Barzani as he must go 
be obsessed with outman- through KDP territory to get 
oeuvring the other. The KDP to Arbil. fn short Mr. Talaba- 
must have realised Ali Hasu ni finds himself in diss 4 >nance 
was goii^ to renew his father’s' with all hisnei^bours at the 
land claim, and that this was same moment, 
bound to cause trouble. It llijs might seem a small 
was well known that Ali hiccup were it not for the 
Hasu's father had been killed ominous statements emerg- 
in a PUK ambush in 1983. In ing from both Tehran aiSi 
short, Ali Hasu's renewed Ankara. Iranian Foreign 
land claim seemed like a clear Minister Velayati has recem- 
KDP provocation. ly spoken of the need for the 

Not that the PUK is inno- Iraqi government to extend 
cent. According to foe KDP, its control up to the border 
the PUK has been busy, de- Meanwhile, Turkey is 
spite its formal anti-tribal champing at the bit to resume 
posture, creating an anned its lucrative transit trade with 
presence in Bahdinan Iraq, particularly by reooen- 
thrqugh local tribes antago- ing its pipelines to the 
nistic towards foe Barunis. Mediterranean to Iraqi oil 
notably the Harkis and Bara- The current government in 

I.- * Ankara, not to mention the 

This kind of coniwi poses a military, is much less con- 
^ve dan^r to Kurdistan's vinced of the value of the 
fledgling democraqr. Even Iraqi Kurdish connexion foM 
before this devastating round was Preisdent Ozal 
of fighting which has for«d All this makes it' vital for 
hounds of civilians to flee Iraq’s Kurds to present 
their homes, many Kurds neighbours with a more reas- 
were biiier about the way suring image. The poSbHi^ 
power-shanng has reduced that Ank^ is 
goremmem to a s^tem of ated as a bv-produa of^ 
patronage operated by each gamesmanship^ bei^en mT 
of the two parties. “Fiftv- Barzani and Mr — 

fifty” is what they call the indicative of ifow^kfeS h 
^wer shanng arrangement, the game now in Sav “ 

It filters all the way down to Tl^ KDP and Kit r 
local primary school, and growing dan,« on 

policemen on the beat. If one fronts* ****^®® 

administrator, policeman or must resrorT nuhlil^ 
school principal is a PUK dence and fnt 
supporter, then he must be now put an iild 
balanced by a nearby KDP lous pen- 

member of equivalent rank, their forJJ? and 
If them is a PUK man as cracy TTulfi" fts 
government minister, then Abroad th-v Pron*»se. 
his deputy is KDP and vice avoid graiuftouSl” 
versa. In fact it has led to two Turkev^and 
systems of command in each no easV Sk ifoh Tn^*5®***X 
ministry. Forget about IraniM ^rd« I- 
appointment on merit. Join- the border arl^f “ff 

mg one or other party is thev mis.t 

virtually essential to advance- oower« n- Western 

ment in any job in foe gift of '*»at fo« 

the political system. wonh A-f— ‘‘ewainsl 

Furthermore, by standing " <*efcn(finB. 

outside formal government. 
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MPs unhappy over Cabinet 

(Coutimed page 1) leading lo the reshuffle. 


even the Islamic Action 
Front (lAF) (fid not coco or* 
age Che prcqxKal, saying the 
rocus sb^d be on stuctying 
the details and the impact of 
the developments in the' 
peace process. 

Acconfing to the sources, 
lAF deputies reiterated their 
ideological stand of onwsuig 
the peace procem but said the 
focus at this point should be 
on (fiscnssmg die **new de> 
velopments and the meaning 
of a national government.*' 

lAF spolosanan Hamzeh 
Mansonr declined comment 
on the bloc’s position during 
the meeting but said tiie lAF 
believes the House **should 
not be absented from pcriitic- 
al developments which 
should be discussed im- 
mediately.” 

Mr. Mansonr said his bloc 
withhidd confidence from tile 
goveniment when h asked for 
it in December and “h witii- 
^ olds oonfidmice now e^^aal- 
ly_ that tiie prune minister 
ignored the parliameatary 
uocs” by^ apprbadnng dc> 
puties to join ms Catnnet as 
individuals when he intro- 
duced the reshuffle. 

"The prime minister did 
not enter the bouse from the 
door,” said Mr. Maosoor in 
reference to the exdusion of 
the blocs from the negotia- 


Deputy House Speaker 
Abdul Razaq TUbeishat also 
stressed that the House 
^oidd be allowed to play its 
role on the political scene in 
the Kingdom. 

The noconfidence propos- 
al, however, would not uve 
bMD more than a political 
nuisance since the House 
cannot withhold confidence 
from the government during 
an e xtr aor efi naiy session. 

In 1991, however, tiie gov^ 
emment of former Prime 
Nfinister Taber A1 Masri res- 
igned when more than 40 
deputies asked him to do so. 

The deputies made the re- 
quest when Mr. Masri intro- 
duced a government reshuffle 
which dm not bring in re{^ 
sentatives of the Constitu- 
tional Bloc, tiien beaded by 
Deputy Premier Thouqan A1 
Ffiodawi, to the govenunent. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
jemed hamds with the Consti- 
tutional Bloc and other iaw- 
makeis to demand the res- 
ignation of the government. 

Meanwhile, dqmties Mif- 
leta A1 Rheimi, Abdul Ma- 
je^ A1 Amam and Hatem 
A1 Gbzawi have resigi^ 
form the National Action 
Front, headed by Deputy 
Abdul Hadi A1 Majali, 
apparentiy because of the 
way the reshuffle was hand- 
led. 


Syrian move reflects discontent 


(CoBthuied frm page 1) 

communicated to Jordan that 
the ^‘timing was not tight” to 
bold tiie meetings of ^ Joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Commit- 
tee, which woold have been 
the first since the Gulf crisis. 

"It is very dear the ded- 
sion to postpone the mee^g 
was r^ted to Jordanian* 
Israeli negotiations,** one 
source mid the Jordan Times. 

Renters news agency 
quoted Arab diplomats as 
saying newspaper reports 
which last week quoted' 
Prim Minister Abdul ^am 
^Majali as predicting immi- 


ueui progress on the Syrian 
tn^ played a role in creating 
the tension. Dr. Majali de- 
nied tte contents of the re- 
ports. 

But sources noted that Jor- 
dan bad made-clear its com- 
mitment to a comprehensive 
peace in the Middfe East and 
to maintaining cOOrdinatiOD 
with all Arab parties m the 
peace talks. 

Before the Jordanian- 
Israeli talks started in 
‘ Washington Monday, King 
Hussein said that Jordan did 
not want m 1^ behind in the 
taiifs wiffl Israel so it will not 
be the weak and marginalised 
link. 


Jordan rejects hardline criticism 

.f. ., , n joroanian-Israeli negotia- 

(CoBCbM fttMn p^ IJ X soeOss for itself.” said 


committed to fighting the 
peace talks. 

Lehnnftgfe Deputy Prime 
Nfinister Michel A1 Mur aiso 
a m is^ Jordan of movmg 
separately in the peace talks, 
“we hope the trends 
pff ftMfiing to Jewdan are not 
true.” 

Dr. Anani said no-one has 
the “r^t m criticise Jordan 
for to secore its terri- 

tory and water,” saying that 
U.N. Resolution 242, whi^ 
prmddes the basis for m 
Ara^Israeli peace tmte, 
rests on tiic return of land for 
peace. , , . 

“The agenda (of the 


Abu Alaa welcomes donors’ aid 

lh»n I) 


or Saturday, while Israel 
Radio said be would come 
within a week. 

Jeikho, a desert town of 
15,000, is m be the seat of the 
Palestiiiian self-rule govern- 
ment. 

However, Saeb Erakat, a 
member of the Palestinian 
, '«elf-nile government, played 
down the reports. Dr. Era- 
kat, based in Jericho, said 
that u4ien be qx>ke with Mr. 


‘An agenda for development’ 

Ghali proposes a blueprint for reenergising 
the drive to improve the human condition 


joraanian-lsraeli negotia- 
tions) speaks for itsetf,” said 
Dr. Anani in confirming Joi^ 
dan’s commitment to a com- 
prehensive settiement of the 
Arab-Zsraeli confiicL 

The agenda dedares as its 
objective foe attainment of a 
oomprehensive peace. 

At the end of their talks 
Monday, Jordan and ferael 
agreed to set up committees 
to discuss bordeis, watm and 
economic development in the 
le^n next month. 

Official sources said tiiat 
the expert committees 
needed to hold thar talks in 
foe region due to foe tedinio 
al nature of the topics they 
will address. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Interna- 
tional experts have begim. a 
five-day hearing of 'the 
“Agenda for Development” 
which U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Boutros Ghali has prop- 
osed as a “blueprint for a 
reenergised drive to improve 
the human condition.” 

Dr. Ghali will present his 
final recommendations on 
the agenda in the U.N. 
General Assembly in 
September after taking into 
account the views presented 
at foe hearings, which started 
at the U.N. Sunday, and the 
proposals of foe meeting of 
the Economic and Si^ial 
Council, scheduled to be held 
in New York later this 
month. 

'The international com- 
munity needs a new and com- 
pelling vision for the future,” 
Dr. Ghali said in the report, 
which aims at revitalising the 
idea of development as one 
of the greatest achievement 
of this century. 

Dr. Ghali said that “de- 
velopment is in crisis,” as it is 
being undercut by a “post 
cold war avalanche of new 
problems inundating both 
poor and rich countries.” 

Peace, economy, the en- 
vironment. social justice and 
democrat should be consi- 
dered diranct aspects of a 
drive towards a b«ter world. 
Dr. Ghali said. He said a new 
conception is needed for a 
universal, human-centred 
culture of development. 

Central to the expanded 
new concept presented in the 
agenda, whid is counterpart 
to his widely known “An 
Agenda for Peace.” pub- 
lished in 1992, is the role of 
the United Nations, “a forum 
where the voice of all states, 
great and small, can be heard 
with equal darity, and where 
non-state actors can make, 
their views known to the’ 
widest audience.” 

“Whether this vision is ful- 
filled or not will be measured 
by what this living generation 
of the worid’s peoples and 
their leaders make or fail to 
.make of the United Na- 
tions,” Dr. Ghali said. “But 
with the practical commit- 
inent of all peoples to the 


advancement of a new cul- 
ture of development, the 
coming celebration of the 
United Nations first half- 
century will be marked as a 
turning-point in the storjf of 
all humanity.” 'The United 
Nations celebrate its fiftieth 
anniversary in October 1995. 

In the secretary general's 
new formulation, each of the 
five dimensions of develop- 
ment, peace, economy, en- 
vironment, social justice and 
democracy, are integral parts 
of the whole. 

The secretary general rec- 
ognises that mushrooming 
United Nations peacekeeping 
operations consume re- 
sources which donors could 
otherwise channel to the de- 
velopmental activities of the 
United Nations. But the 
organisation's commitment 
to development is not waver- 
ing. “Concerns have been ex- 
pressed that the United Na- 
tions puts ^eater emphasis on 
peacekeeping than issues of 
development,” the secretary- 
general said. “(But) these 
fears are not borne out by the 
regular budgets or the num- 
bers of staff members en- 
gaged in peace and develop- 
ment.” 

“The concept of develop- 
ment — and d^des of effort 
to reduce poverty, illiteracy, 
disease and mort^ty rates — 
are great achievements of this 
century,” the secretary 
general declared in his re- 
port, which draws on con- 
tributions from member 
states and agencies and prog- 
rammes of the United Na- 
tions system as well as other 
public and private sources. 
‘^But development as a com- 
mon cause is in danger of 
fading from the forefront of 
our agenda.” 

The earth’s inhabitants, 
the secretary-general 
warned, will not improve its 
condition by ignoring the 
welfare of future generations. 
“Progress.” he said, “is not 
inherent in the human condi- 
tion; retrogression is not in- 
conceivable.” 

“Development has to be 
oriented towards each person 
in the world.” he stated. 
“Beyond this must arise a 


recognition that this human 
community includes foe gen- 
erations yet to come.” 

The secretary general cal- 
led continued economic 
growth “the engine of de- 
velc^meni as a whole. With- 
out it, he says, there vrill be 
no resources for coping with 
environmental de^adation 
or pursuing programmes to 
confront such intertwined so- 
cial crises as poverty, unem- 
ployment and the myriad 
facets of social disintegration. 

To ensure growth, the 
secretary general argued 
strongly for pragmatic poli- 
cies which take advantage of 
the efficiency of markets, 
since “governments can no 
longer be assumed to be pa- 
ramount economic agents.” ' 
But he also caution^ that 
governments must provide 
“regulatory frameworks.” 
and that “previous develop- 
ment dioices, political consti- 
tuencies and cultural values 
and expectations” must be 
taken into account by policy 
formulators. 

Economic growth, the 
secretary general said, can be 
really sustainble only if it 
promotes frill emfrioyment, 
poverty reduction and im- 
proved patterns of income 
distribution. 

Moreover, he said, 
although structural adjust- 
ment “remains a necessary 
prescription to seri(Mis econo- 
mic imbalance.” govern- 
ments must be helped in 
addressing ‘'the dire human 
consequences of such re- 
forms.” 

“Absolute poverty, hun- 
ger, (fisease and flliterat^ are 
the lot of one-fifth of the 
world's population,” the 
secretary-general said. 
“There can be no more ur- 
gent task for development 
foan to attack both foe causes 
and the symptoms of these 
ills.” 

Pointing out that foe didK>- 
tomy between “hard” and 
“soft” options is a false one. 
Dr. GhaJi stressed that “in- 
vestment in human develop- 
ment is investment in long 
tenn competitiveness,” and 
therefore indispensable to 
economic growth. 


Arab and Israeli women 
meet in Morocco 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
Jordan Thnes Staff Reporter 

MARRAKESH — A Middle 
Eastem-European women's 
co n f e rence here last week be- 
came foe venue for the first 
ever large sole Arab-Isradi 
encounter outside the 
framework of the Arab-Isradi 
peace talks. 

Over 200 Arab, Israeli, Tkir- 
Vwh and European women 
gatbered in ite North African 
oasis city to inangurate iriiat 
was essentially the first Arab- 
'’sraeU-Enropean' meeting of 
It’s kind. 

Entitled “Mediterranean 
and European Women’s Con- 
ference — Women and 
Peace”, the meeting brought 
together women from more 
than two dozen countries to 
(fiscuss women’s legal rights as 
well as social, political and 
economig conditioDS in whicii 
thw exist. 

Oxguised by membeis oC 
tiie European Union, the con- 
ference was the culmittation of 
at least five years of smaWer 
scale meetings bdd between 
Pafestinian Israeli women 
in various European ciratals. 

Women spoke and ez- 
diaw^ pd ideas in an amicable 
atmosphere during six work- 
shops, most of wfaifo dealt with 
pnrtaininp tO the Aral^' 

IsraeB peace talks, as weD as 


tion among the states 


for Mr. Arafat's dep a rt u re 
fr^ foe PLO's present head- 
quarters in Ttinis. But one 
Arafat aide precficted it could 
be shortly ^er an Oimisa- 
tion of African Ui^ (OAU) 
suminit in the Tunisian ca|tit- 
gl next week. 

“The countdown has 
started. After foe dedsimi of 
donor countries to provide 
for financaal asastance to tiie 
Palestinian authority — any 
day — immediatriy after the 


wticii uc • rtn y itnmMia iety aUBT utc 

Arafrit by telephone eany African summit concludes 
Saturday, the PLO chairmu be the possible day for 

madenomentkHiofhisemv- 

al date. aide, who asked not to be 

Iq Tunis, PLO officials said nam^. 


Women’s rde in tiie peace 
process, conflicts and coc^ienir 
tioo in the Medfterraaean le- 
ghm, the decision making pro- 
cess, devetopment and 
society and demociatisation 
were the subjects debated dur- 
ing the tiireeKlay meeting. 

The final dedaratkms of the 
cmfeienoe, known as the Mar- 
rakesh Declaration, dedaied 
that “encomaged by the hope 
emanating from the peace prcH 
cess initiated betwe e n the PLQ 
and Israel (and whidi it hopes 
tt> see extended to tte en^ 
regjoo), desiio n s of xeinfordiig ■ 
tiie mnltiftie initiatives of coop-' 
eration m the development of 
the rraon »nH > fdeninuig the 
necesSiy of ijcogniang and 
snppoitittg the role of women 
in foe impending peM, (tiie 
eooference) has established 
networks m women paili» 
mentarians, women leaders of 
, DOn-govenuneutal organisa- 
' tions, bosInesBWomen and 
feinale jonrnalists and stndeiits 
in orcler to adiieve this obje&, 
• live.” 


Ihe venue of the conference 
was seen as a biealtfeough for 
the Israefis, smee it is the first 
erf its kind in tiie Axab country. 

Led by femate cabmet minis- 
ter and nomiiial head of the 
left wing Meretz Par^ Shalo- 
mh Akm, the Israeli dela- 
tion indnded Knesset mem- 
bers belonging u> both Meretz- 
and Labour as weD as a group 
of peace activists and jonnial- 
isis. 

“We are very coorageons as 
Eve was,” said Shahmit Almii 
in her opennig address to tiie 
co n fe r ence. “Eve took foe first 
bite of knowledge while Adam 
hesitated — we too are taking 

such conrageons steps towaits 
a better fmore.” 

The Palestinian ddeotion, 
was headed by Paris FIX) rep- 
resentative Lal^ Shahid, who 
led a nine-member delation 
from the ocenpied termories 
and TUiiis. 

Ms. Shahid, in her dosine 
remariis, saluted the Israeli 
women who had closed ranks 
with the Palestinian women to 
attain belter Uving and poGtical 
oonditioiE in die occiqiied ter- 
ritories. A real and complete 
peace, however, has ym to 
come, sbe said. 

“A peace whbont Jordan, 
Syria, and Lebanon is no 
peace.” said Ms. Siahid. 

The European and Moroc- 
can hosts of the conference say 
that the five yeaxs of smalW 
scale meetings between 
Pakstunan and Israeli wome n 
in various European nrfcals 
had laid the groundwork for 
tins conference. 

The rapprochement between 
Palestinian and Israeli women 
resulted in the fbiuidhig of 
Israeli krfdiving pxMips on be- 
half of Patestinians is Israeli 
political drdes and the fiound- 
nw of an organisati(» called 
“Jerusalem Link”, intended to 
eueouraro family reunification 
and other politically based 
issues that have affected 
Palestinian women and femi- 
fies. 

Jordan did not send an ofo- 
dd delegation but was repre-s 
seated by Senator Naela Rash- 
dan, former head of tiie Jorda- 
nian Women’s Federation 
Haifa Bashir, head of the 
Qneen Alia Fnnd Jackline 
Fakboniy and Jordaidan writer 
Tnteikha Abu Rislieh. 

The Palesdnian women were 
determined npon arrival to 
poStieise the conference while 
IsraeO women hoped to create 
an nmbicUa for all by emph- 
asising women’s issues ratner 


In that reg^. he points to 
the increasing roles the 
World Bank and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund are 
playing in social develop- 
ment, in poU<^ formulation 
and in mobilising investment 
for developing countries, and 
urges “greater interaction be- 
tween the policy advice and 
country operations of the 
Bretton Woods institutions, 
and the approadies and prac- 
tices. of other actors in de- 
velopment.” 

Economic and social conneO 

Similarly, the fading of dis- 
tinctions between national 
and international policies re- 
quires greater intemationri 
policy coordination, said the 
secretary general. But “repe- 
ated efforts by the developing 
worid to increase coordina- 
tion. such as the current 
attempt to create G-7, G-15 
connections, have failed.” 
Such eftbrts should indude 
aaion to alleviate the debt 
burden facing many develop- 
ing countries, particularly 
multilateral obligations, ab- 
out which “not enough has 
been done.” 

The Economic and Social 
Council has responsibility 
uiuler the U.N. Charter for 
“the important and difficult 
task of coofdbiatnig the poli- 
des and activides ^ the Un- 
ited Nations and its numer- 
ous spedalised a^ndes. The 
coiindl also provides a ready 
and potentially powerful 
vehicle for helping to priori- 
tise the allocation of interna- • 
tional resources for develop- 
ment,” the secretary genei^ 
said. 

“But over the years, the 
absence of clear pcriicy gui- 
dance from the General 
Assembly, and the lack of 
effective policy coordination 
and control by the Economic 
and Social Council have re- 
sulted in an overall lack of 
cohesion and focus within the 
system.” 

Dr. Ghali said that coor- 
dination is also required for 
bringing together, at the 
country level, the strengfo of 
the United Natiems systm, 
“whidi constitutes and unpa- 


tiian issues pertamiiig to etimic 
and rdigioas groiqis. 

Arab, Turiosh and Emo- 
pean women gave the Israelis a 
polite, if not necessarily warm, 
weloome. 

Israeli women tried hard to 
create women’s ombieDas be- 
tween themselves and delega- 
tions £n« vairons odier ooan- 
tiies in tiie re^on. Most of 
their cooperation, it qipeais 
however, will cootimie to be 
with Palestiniatt women. 

‘The phygeal and pditical ' 
inter-acoon on tiie ground be- 
tween Israeli and Palestinian 
women will continue to be the 
dosest Ifek between brael and 
tiie Arab World,” said one 
Pateffinian del^ate to die con- 
ference. 

Initial fears by Palestim’ans 
that tiie Israelis would “nse 
Mwrak^ and tiie Palestinian 
presence there as a bridge be- 
tween themselves and the lar- 
ger Arab World” turned out to 
be partially unjustified. 

The focus on women in the 
Arab World and Islanuc sharia 
based laws pertaining to 
women left most Isradi dele- 
gates skldined. 

A large Algerian delegation 
tearftiUy asked the meeting for 
moral support in its efforts to 
deal with near civil- war-like 
coiKfitioiis in the country. 

“The conditims in A^eria 
today, the reign of terror, have* 
nothing to do with politics or 
reli^oo but whb economic ine- 
quities. We women are (me of 
tne majm targets and we ask 
you to help ns overcome this 
terrible moment in our bis- 
to>y.” a leader of the 
Algerian d^gation in the final 
public forum. 

The plight of women in 
Bosnia- j^rzegovina was also 
focused on by the c onfe r e nce. 

The final statement conde- 
mned “the inhumane fate re- 
served for w(nnen in legkms of 
conflict, notably the systematic 
rape us^ as a weapon of war 
in ethnic deansing." 

Ite conference was success- 
ful, however, at exporing both 
Ar^ and Israeli women to 
their mutual interests as 
women in male dominated 
societies and at bwldiiig chan- 
nels of otrnimunications. 

In the final dedaration, spe- 
dfic women’s ri'tnations in 
Patestine, Bosida, Algeria and 
Cyprus were singled out for 
partieolar mentions. Women’s 
conditions in Iraq and Yemen . 
however, were not pvea a 
mention. 



Boutros Ghafi 
ralleled body of knowledge 
and expertise at the disposal 
on the developing countries.” 

Basis fw peace 

Pointing to the perils of 
inaction in the face of the 
stalled drive for develop- 
ment, foe ^enda noted that 
the combination of de- 
teriorating economic condi- 
tions and social exclusion of 
large se^nents of the popula- 
tion from decisions aftecting 
foeir lives is frieiiing both 
separatist and extremist 
idralogies. In addition, “until 
development on a global 
scale improves, large popula- 
tions win continue to move 
across borders despite efforts 
to oontFol or impede their 
flow... In scHne countries, re- 
sentment against (such) mig- 
rants Jias fanned tbe flames of 
hatr^ and. intolerance. So 
development is not only a 
fundamental human right,” 
the secretray-general said, in 


foe report, h is also “the most 
secure basis for peace.” 

“Democracy supplies foe 
only long-term and sustain- 
able route to successful de- 
velopment,” he added, not 
only in the realm of interna- 
tional politics, but vrithin the 
United Nations system, 
where non-governmental 
organisations of every kind 
can join private groups in 
promoting heightened aware- 
ness and more determined 
commitment among their 
constituencies. 

“Tbe current dtuation calls 
for wider intellectual under- 
standing, deeper moral com- 
mitment and effective policy 
measures,” be said. “Wth- 
out them, a half-century of 
oonsiderabie progress could 
be undermin^. Worse, all 
peoples of the world will live 
on a deteriocating planet, and- 
increasingly Jose the ability to 
riiape their destiny in a ‘cohe- 
rent way.” 


ITALIAN COMMERCIAL MISSION TO AMMAN 


Grimex 

With the support of the Italian embassy and in dose cooperation with foe chambers of 
industry and commeFce, the Businessmen Association, the Jordan Export Development 
and Comrnerciai Centi^ Corporation and foe World Trade Center, Grimex Sri is 
organising a mission of Italian businessmen to Jordan in order to promote and strengthen 
Italian-Jordantan trade relations. ■ « 

The delegation consists of eighieen companies covering vanous fields specially 
' selected to med the ne^ of the Jordanian market ^ ^ 

The (rf>ening session be on Sunday, June 20, 1994. Meetings virill be held from 9:00 
a.m. to 1,000 p.m. and from 4.000 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. at the Forte Grand Hotel — Grand • 
Ballroom. . 

interested Jordanian parties are kindly requested to contact foe following phone 
number. 69651 1 Ext 438 from 10:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. and from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. as 
of Monday. June 13, to ^ an appointment with their Italian ccxjnterparts. Provided below 
is the list of conipanies participking in the mission and their specialised field. 

List Of Companies: 

i 

QEI iParUally flnislied products for the artlssn Ice cream, j 

production of Italian “Gelato." 

AudoH o Bertola :ProducUon of horizontal and vertical pumps and sub- 

morsIMe series. 

: spare pails for all types of earth moving machinery. 
LCHiu iMMUiBChirIng of mould-equipment pressing end spe- 

cial machines and plants. 

1511 : Tifoular elastic nktlng for hospitals. 

Cattaneo Ready-made clothes, neckties and accessories. 

nstocMnI : Clotiws and accessories for men and women. 

M— : Electronic appllanees, afrcondlUoners, radio and tele- 
vision sets (HI-FI), In addition to a second division that 
handles medical Instruments plus lenses and glasses. 
Euromeeting : Deals with the promotion of sefentifle medical con- 

gresses and meetings focused on the study and the 
updating of several pathologies; it consists of three 
divisions: a modleal division, an educational dhrtsfon 
and a tedinlcal dhrlsloii. 

Seardina : Fashionable stocks and shoes, gadget market and 

p r o m otional products. 

• Chocolate and fruit jelly plus production machineries 
and equipment required for the production of choco- 
late. 

- Mmketfng and production of cooking equipment In 
( 18 / 10 ) atainlesa steel for home and catering. 
-Computer software and hardware. 

Carpegna a Sabbadinl : Construction company: 

- Residential buHdlngs and industrial and commercial 
constructions etc. 

Electronic materials. 

: Allots commodities fOr hygiene and disinfectants for 
hospitals, surgical safts and Industry (food Industry). 
Dentalflhn : High deftnitlon self-developing X-ray for dental prog- 

nosis 

; Recycling of waste, sewage and sludges 

• New system recovers and transforms large masses of 
munleipk scud waste. 

r»fl ppn : Hairdressing materlala, shampoos, dyes, hmrapraya 

etc. 

Borello & : Sanitary and bathroom fittings, all kinds of paper 

(sanitary, napkins etc). 

Grimex Sri : Foodstuffs and wedding dresses 


Euromeeting 


Seardina 


Carpegna ft Sabbadinl 


Gonzales 

Gedls 

Dentalflhn 


Marcopolo 


Cappo 

Borello ft Mafiotto 
Grimex Sri 
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BIS aims to become more 
alobal after EMI moves out 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — 
The Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS), the 
worid’s oldest intemational 
financial organisation, wants 
to abandon its European 
focus and b^me more glob- 
al following the creation of 
the European Monetary In- 
stitute (EMI). 

A senior international 
banking source close to the 
BIS also told Retuers in an 
interview Saturday the sub- 
stantial reserves of European 
Union central banks held in 
the BIS would be witiidrawn 
immediately once the EMI, 
the forerunner of a Eurofed, 
moves to Frankfurt in Octo- 
Iwr. 

Currently the EMI is 
housed in the Basle-based 
BIS while its premises hi 
Frankfurt’s Eurotower are 
prepared for occupation. 

The creation of the EMI 
gives the BIS the chance to 
be(»me truly ^obal institu- 
tion rather than a mainly 
European one with some 
links to central banks outside 
Europe.” tiie source said. 
“Europe will no longer be the 


predominant centre of BIS 
activities. 

The creation of the EMI 
has awakened old fears in the 
secretive institution, located 
in a distinctive circular sky- 
scrapper a stone’s throw from 
Bade train station, that its 


Once contacts between 
countries previously at war 
were reestablished after 


19^, it was unammoii^ d^ 
dded not to proceed with this 


days mi^t be munbered. 

The BIS Monday bolds its 
64th annual general meeting 
a^ the better part of the 
world’s central banking com- 
munity wUl gather in Bade. 

Some bankers have specu- 
lated the BIS, which has 
come dose to extinction be- 
fore, tnight fode into the 
wnngs once the EMI, with 
some of the world’s most 
powerful central banks, 
opened its doors in Frank- 
furt. 

The world’s oldest finan- 
dal institution was founded 
in 1930 as a neutral clearing 
bank for German war repara- 
tions payments. At the 1944 
Bretton Woods conference, 
wiiidi established the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank, a recom- 
mendation was made that tiie 
BIS should be liquidated. 


recommendatioo. The BIS 
was seen as a tool to imple- 
ment to the New Bretton 
Wo<^ organisations and not 
a competitor. 

From 1950 to the early 
1970s the BIS successfully 
as agent for tiie OECD 
in tiie operation of tiie Euro- 
pean payments union. 

foe European central 
hanks holding meetfa^ in 

l^nnkfiirt it wfll be easier for 

the BIS to encomage non- 
European countries to use 
the bank as a forum for op- 
eration,” tiie source said. 

Previously, they would 
often «^mpiia»n that when 
they came to the BIS too 
mua time was taken up in 
European committees.” 

The source said the domi- 
nance of European central 
banks at the bad abeady 
begun to decline in recent 
years with the share of total 
deposits from European 


hanim compared with non- 
EoTopean banks sharply low- 
er. 

In a more ^bal capacity 
the BIS 00 ^ oecome a cen- 
tre for operation on new 
financial instruments, the 
source said. The bank 
alre^y bouses foe Basle 
committee on banking super- 
vision wfatdi makes impor- 
tant re co mm endations on the 
regulation of international 
bank business. . . 

Another possibility would 
be for the bank to return to 
its role as a dearing c en tre 
for foe daily settlement of 
commercial bank transac- 
tions. 

Cross-border settlement 
risk is one of the ares that 
regulators need to look at 
more dosely and one possi- 
bility could be for the BIS to 
play an c^ierationd rule in 
helping to reduce tins risk,” 
the source said. 

EU central hanks will not 
draw down reserves they bold 
at tiie BIS and transfer them 
to foe EMI, for at least the 
next year, the source said. 


GATT chief urges world 
policy on trade, enviroiiment 


GENEVA (R) — GA'H' 
world trade watchdog duef 
Peter Sutherland Friday 
urged governments in the de- 
veloped and developing 
world to work together to 
coordinate policies on trade 
and environment. 

Speaking at the opening of 
a meeting of GATT offidals 
and non-governmental orga- 
nisations. he smd the new 
world trade pact signed in 
April had laid a firm base for 
pursuing environmental pro- 
tection together with sustain- 
able development. 

Sutherland said de- 
mands for a cleaner environ- 
ment and environment^ly- 
Mendiy goods and services 
were increasing. 

“The speed and direction 
of events in this regard, from 
the demands of consumers to 
industry reaction in the mar- 
ket place an*i thereon to gov- 
em.'nent legislation, makes 
the need for bilateral policy 


cooperation ' urgent Cor the 
y>k« of botii tiie environment 
and tiie trading system,” he ' 
declared. 

The two-day meeting was 
organised by GATT, the 125- 
natioo General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), for an exchange of 
views with environmental 
bofoes and mqierts who have 
sometimes bc^ fiercely cri- 
tical of foe trade body. 

Some “green” groups 
argue that hs aim of boosting 
world trade raus ^inst en- 
vironmental interests and 
that the trade files GATT 
administers prevent countries 
enforcing stricter environ- 
mental laws. 

In a statement timed for 
the meeting, the Swiss-based 
World Wide Fund for Natnre 
(W^^ said a new GATT 
dispute settlement onder- 
sfa^mg “makes trade over- 
ride environment policy in- 
stead of making foe two 


i fflitTiaily supportive.” 

The new procedure, the 
WWF said, '“fails to provide 
the necessary safeguards to 
protect tiie enrironment and 
advance sustainable develop- 
ment” 

The understanding 
emerged from the seven-year 
Uruguay Round Ttade ik^o- 
tiatiotts wlddi aided with a 
treaty sigied in luforocco in 
Aprfl winch also provides for 
a new and more powesful 
Worid Trade Organisation 
(WTO) to absorb GATT 
next year. 

Resistance to tougher en- 
vironmental measures within 
GATT has come lar^y from 
developing countries who 
fear they would be forced by 
industiialised*states to put up 
barriers against competitive 
goods from tiie Tbiid Worid. 

But they finally agreed on 
creatUHi of a oommittee on 
trade and tiie envircHunent in 
the WTO, due to be bom on 


Jan . .191^ nnder the pire- 
sent time^le. 

In his speech Friday, Mr. 
Sutiieriand recognised tiiat 
some countries “still retain 
serious conc er ns that within 
the subject of trade and the 
enviroiiment there stiU hide 
dangerous manifestations of 
tnuSe jjnotectionism.” 

But he said GATT states, 
who win antmnatically be- 
come members of foe WTO, 
had reoognibted that trade and 
enviroomeiit linlu^ “can- 
not be defined umepely in 
tenns trade restriction. 


“On foe contrary, it is 
trade liberalisation, not res- 
triction, uiiidi bdds the key 
in so many areas to prodndi^ 
a coordmated poliqr response 
to envircHunental promons 
by allocating scarce re- 
sooices, induamg environ- 
mental resources, more effi- 
cientiy, and Ity generating 
weatfo,” be deda^. 


©ria wins $1.5 billion aid package 


PARIS (AFP) — Bulgara 
has secured external financial 
and technical support worth 
S940 million for 1994 here 
and provisional pledges of 
another $620 million for 1995 
to back its market-economy 
reforms. 

Nine key donor countries 
and several international 
financing bodies which took 
part in a two-day meeting of 
the World Bank-sponsored 
Consultative Group for Bul- 
garia agreed that its “amU- 


tious reform efforts merited 
continued international 
assistance.” 

In a statement, the group 
said Friday that its membera 
“indicted significant support 
through finmidal and tech- 
nical assistance with the 
effect that tiie finandng gap 
for 1994... will be filled.” 

“The foreign exchange 
shortfall, as identified by 
Bulgarian authorities in 
cooperation with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 


and the World Bank, was 
^mateH at $940 millioD for 
tills year and an almost iden- 
tical amount of $915 million 
for 1995. 

Altboofih the donors at this 
point only promised two- 
thmle ^yffoip latter ***! ™™*, 
$620 million, th^ stres s ed in 
their statement that the gap 
for 1995 “is also likely to be 
filled.” 

Finance Minister Stoyan 
Alexandrov, wfao beaded the 
Bulgarian delegation, told re- 
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Worldwide drop 
in piracy reported 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia (Al^ — Interna- 
tional slni^ni^ Is enjewh^ a 
respite frx^ pnntes so ^ this 
year, an expert has said. 

Only 39 raids have been 
re ported in 1994, con q w a ed 
to more than 106 tiiroughont 
the world last year. 

The final count tot 1993 
win be much hi^ier as addi- 
tional roioits are verified, 
said Maalui Adbol Samad of 
the International Maritime 
Bureao (1MB).‘ There were 
ICi? piracy cases in 1992 and 
115 in 1991. 

More patrols and closer 
coordmation among Indone- 
sia, Singapore and Malayan 
hare curim the munbo’ of 
atta^ in and near tiie Straits 
Malacca, once pirates’ 
frivoorite hunting ground, 
Mr. Kforian said in an mter- 
view. 

An average of 2,000 vessels 
each day use the straits, a key 
waterway connecting foe lih 
dian Ocoan and the Pacific 
Ocean. The peA of pira^ 
has not been etimmated en- 
tirely, Mr. Mazlan said, since 
there were four incidents in 
three days eariier tins year. 

Im qiened a pasty 
centre in EnaU Lumpur with 
Mr. Marian as Far East re- 
gional manager in mid-1991, 
when the menace seemed out 
of ccmtrol. 

Danger stfll exists fertber 
Dortii in tiie Qnna Sea, in the 
Hong Kong-Hainan-Luzon 
txfrngle. EairUer this year, 
Cfama denied aD^tions that 
its official agencies were le- 
^lonsible. 

Shiroing executives in 
I Hong said boats from 
I China woe involved in about 
I half of ne^y 1(X) attacks 


reported in an 18-mbnfo 
pakxL 

“China seems to have 
taken measures to oontred the 
situatum,” Mr. Mazlan said. 
Boats and the u nifo r ms of 
crews have been colour- 
coded to acoMiiitabflity. 

Hraqr continues to be a 
liric in Africa, particularly at 
ports sodi as Lagos, I'figiaria, 
where large ships anchor out- 
side the harbor before being 
• ffisigned a berth. 

Pirates osually don’t 
assault thrir victims, and nor^ 
maDy go to the contents of 
tiie mtoter*s safe or whatever 
valuables can be found quick- 
ly, he said. 

“Piracy is usually an 
(^ y o r t uni stic crime, not an 
organised one. Pirates sriU 
' atbdcasfaipvdientii^deem 
it a seft target that can be 
'boarded ea^y,” be sakL 

An exceptira has been tiie 
“phantom ships” cases con- 
trolled by organised syndi- 
cates. Four have been re- 
ported in Asian waters ance 
UBt June. 


In tiiese cases, a froAter 
chartered to cany cargo from 
one port to another may “dis- 
appear” and show op dse- 
.smete under anotiier name. 
The cargo has been stolen 
and its owner and insurer axe 
tiie losers. 

Mr. Mazlan said a c affl of 
timber worth $5 million 
boond from Malaysia to 
Soutii Korea went astray in 
snfo a manner last year. 

“Most players we know are 
S 3 mdic 8 te members,” Mr. 
Matian said. Th^ bam sUp- 
ping expertise and know how 
to get and, most imp o r tant, 
how to sell tiie caigo. 


Sweden proposes harsh 
sodal welfare cuts 


porters he had reiterated to 
the m“t™B government’s 
oommitnient to “mass priva- 
tisation.” 

A sperifli programme to be 
lawH^uBd soon, following the 
iiniiiiiieiit amendment of pre- 
sent l^pslatira to create the 
required legal frumework, 
would spe^ up the privatisa- 
tion process. 

The private sector now 
account to over a third of 
economic activity in the 
country. 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 
Sweden’s finance minister 
proposed cuts in social wel- 
rare benefits Friday to rescue 
saving state finance^ sig-' 
nalBng a further erosion of. 
the country’s welfare state. 

Anne Wfoble’s list of au- 
sterity measures will cut 
across all sectors of sod^ 
induding foe -elderly, side 
and unemployed, foe heart of 
Sweden’s welfare syston. 

•’It is tough. The measures 
win afreet everyone,” riie 
said. 

The opposition Social 
Democrat’s shadow finance 
***™g*» lashed oat at Ms. 
Wibble to “break^ an un- 
broikable accord in getting 
fortiier away from a sodal- 
iiberal pdi^.” 

Ms. Wibble detailed the 
government’s medinm-tenn 
budget sarings plan in parlia- 
ment. 

The goveniment said when 
[Aesentiiig its supplementary 
biuJget in April it would ex- 
tend fay 20 l^on crowns ($3 
UUkm) to 100 billion .($13 
billion) the total target for its 


savings plan and extend it fay 
one year to 1999. 

Sweden’s massive state 
budget defidt, forecast at 198 
billion crowns ($26 biUkm) 

for the current budget y^ to 

June 30, has spurred a jump 
in market interest rates and 
worry among politicians. 

“If we do not ^ 
increas&Tn state defot, rising 
interest rate costs will break 
down foe wetfare system. 
Our chOdren and grandchil- 
dren will inherit oiriy debt,” 
Ms. Wibble said. 


The gove rnm ent, however, 
is not introdndng any agoifi* 
cant austerity measures in tiie 
current election year. 

The opposition Social 
Donocrats, tiie architects of 
the welfare state, have also 
advocated the need to sav- 
ings although they are short 
on qiecifks. 


Ihe party, criticising tiie 
govenu^t to a hi^ jobless 
rate, could very weu take 
over power after tiie election. 
They have half of voter sup- 
port in opintoi poDs. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“My parents don't disapprove of 
you. They just don’t think I’m old 
enough to start dating yet!” 


THAT SCRAUBLED WOfW game 

« by Hwt Arnold and MnwArgMen 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torm 
lour ordinary wonts. 


PHULS 


Wlw«ri I ciust have droiipad 
alewpauncb 

* js.A'^jSL 


^1 


BUAQS 


TDRMAR 


1 ZEBRAL 


c 

□ 

□ 

□ 

r* S 

S A.4 


vy/HAT THB 

W/INNINO MARATHON 
runner L05T. 


Now arrange the aided letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as SUQ' 
ge^ by the above cartoon. 
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/ (Answers tomorrow) 

, 1 JumHes; FRAME FACET DEAFEN FORGOT 
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CarrcBcy 


SlcrUaR Poend' 
Dewtxbe Mark 


Neui /c»fe Neu yotfc 
C£0A€ 

T.5P9P l.iOM 

i.t67t 1.6661 


SwIb Fnoe 
French Franc 


JapancM Yea 
Eorapeaa Cnreny Unit 


CfoiC 

iw JO/6/94 
J.?,090 
1,6664 
t,4051 
i.670i 
J03.S5 
1. 1590 
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Ctirrocy 
U.S. DoOar 
SloUiig nwBd 

1 MTH 
4.1300 
4.7500 

3 MTHS 
4.3100 
4.9400 

6 MTHS 
4.O500 
5.1300 

12 MTHS 

5.1900 

5.7500 

Dmsefee Marti 

4.9400 

4.i800 

4.8800 

5.0000 

Swba Frape 

4.0600 

4. 1S00 

4.1900 

4.2500 

japMMii Yai 

5.3100 

l.SiOO 

J.9400 

i.0600 

2.2500 

Earapean Camacy Hail 

5. 8400 

?.8100 

5.8400 

6.0000 


Uliilr' feM rate hr nendhw I UdW' !.«»*•« eqinvalem 


•f Joc^ Exdhai^ Rato BoDetln 

Dato: Jl/6/1994 


Onrcncy 
U.S. DeRar~ 


Sterling Ptoad 
Deatactac Marts 
SwiB Fraae 
nencA Fraoc 
Jsptww VCD’^ 
Dab* GoBder 
SweJ O Kraea 
ItaKa lAa* 
Bdgiaa Fraac 


Bid 

Offer 

0.6990 

0.7010 

r.0535 

i.05SS 

0.4189 

1 0.4710 

0.4967 

0.4992 

0.1232 

0.1238 

0.6746 

0.6720 

0.3738 

0.3757 



0.0434 

0.0436 


H/6/1994 


Cnrrea^ 
Bdintel Dinar 

BM 

1.8360 

CMTcr 

1.8506 

Lebaawe Lira* 

0.040775 

0.041885 

Saadi RIyal 

0.J861 

0.1869 

KawaW Diaar 

2.5200 

2.5700 

Qatari Mjal 

0.1697 

0.1908 


fOKBCAST fOA SUNDAY JUNE 12, 1994 

By Thomas $. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll fSgtOer Foundation 


OTNERAL TENDENCIES: 
Memny is going icSrojpade 
atl rim so tins is tiie 
time to leworic old inoje^. 
tbm you felt had laige potential 1 
and to deal with anydnag from 
the past tints needs to be com- 
pkted. 

ABIES; (itoefa 21 to Apia 19) 
Doat mate pfams in the morn- 
ing which would require 
g*«**fl e later. Stndjr a nmr ^ 
ioMp 9 dim canid be behtim to 
yon for a new a srig n m^ , 

TADBUS: (April 20 to Mty 20) 
Bionting is not good to piff> 
anng some personri rims but 
the eveniuK is fine to sodal 
activittorSdeslep a to wfao is 
out to bkwd. 

GEMDIb (May 21 to Jniie 21) 
Seek a qiot eaity in the dqr 


any ideas to otfaecs, bat nse 
oitbodax methods to best re- 
sults wtnefa you can depend 
open. . . 

USSA: (September 23 to* 
October2QS«tyyciarcUigft- 
frioos well and jrim bow, best to 
handfe them, llie aficnxKm b 
best to having a serioot talk 
wife n«t« of ooncem to yon 
both. 

SCOBFiO: (October 23 to 
Noventor 21) Wah until btier 


where yon can grin pesre of 
mind. DmA faice any imies 
with taraSy m em bew whom 
you are dgwiiiding on. 


SCOBFiO: (October 23 to 
Noventor 21) Wah until btier 
m tire dmr betoe tattto over a 
personal matter wire k^ri 
niends. Be pnwr^ at all toes 
to tfa^ re s p onse. 
SA611TAB1DS: (November 
22 to Deoentor 21) A fine ^ 
to getting out and viri^ 
kmg^mie niBads.ToQ 0 w ydsr 
bundles winch are accur ate 
now and can be trusted. 


MOON CBUIBEN: (June 22 
to July 21) A dose tie ooidd be 
Gttdess m the mandn but 
don't let tins botherjrou. Strive 
to inervMg hi pp u i ei s from 
those dose to you. 


sure you don't hk aoea e o n e in 
auth o rity or yoo could gyet h 
bter. Ffam die new wedn acti- 


CAFBICOBN: (Deomnber 22 
to January 2^ Moiing plans 
are not very good but later they 
work out jto fine to you. 
Show that jou are understand- 
ing vrint 6 req nire d. 

AQOAMttJSs (Jannaiy 21 to 
Fttonaiy 1^ TIk ri tn a li on^ 

mmiii^'MUte^aaty^^Bnges 
w hi di are a ecemai y to get 
whatever is teqmred for sn^ 
oem dime. 


to yomsdf. 

YIBGO: (Anrast 22 to 
September 22) Wait notS the 
a fternoo n before puttn^acrom 


PISCES: (Febrnary 20 
March 2S^ A new prajeet ] 


have in nnnd needs more sbidy 
before yon pnt it in ope ra tion. ' 
Make plans to im prove you^ 
sodri nfe to the days almad. 


THE Daily Crossword br 


Betty JorganMft 


ACROSS 
I Spng 

S Mom S '«i4tKr 
lOHiiMc snwte' 
t4 Diva GiuP’ 

iBSneoos 
>6 rCine of 9ui* 
once 

17 Stan Qf a nwa* 
20R3C '•otices 

21 C ai enoa- ue* 

22 Birep a couvn 

23 Mounaip lake 

24 Barr a nvar 

25 Moreot etora 

31 T«angy 
32Soactrai 

33 Jackie a aacone 

35 Ganarai Braoiay 

36 Place for aeons 
,38 K<n 

39 U'toeraianc 

40 «m 0* M 
aompanc 

4' Seima 
42 Mere c' -wra. 

46 Alleviate 

47 NuPcueanve 
46 O'V'-to ovena 

51 Meokre M-»ne 

32 „a». 

33 E-c r* i-ora 
39 0s 

60 Sa r^ng ,via 

61 Cn - ■ ane fever 

62 0cea oanper 
62 Pais or 

64 Fe^ 3* aeoreas 



OOWS 

’■ aeraiiec 
•eoon 

2 L-"*c 0* ean- 

3 8<3>':a s'oere: 

4 0~ s"e a -oc»e' 
5.ea: 

9 h.ne«a« 
severer 
* Saw onraae 
e S"a-ij3 to- 
«ror 

9 Nanvea sj" 

1C SFomv sorng 
sf^uc 

It Hceaieng 

Caaaev 

12 D'eas^s $otv" 


iSRoma^ -oac 

18 To any ener- 

19 Wee 

23 $«. 'in 

24 Araoiar* ^u'* 

23 Tai Manai eny 

26 Afr«en o e aer 

27 Kansas nve> 
26 LacKs 

29 Rut- a ’nor*e»- 
r.iav> 

30 L8K 'a<> 

31 Snow 
ag'eainar. 

34 — T rve oac- 
36£xea-Ts 
3" -..'-uBua 
38 Or we — 

lefficieri. 

40 Hide a*av 

41 Reecnar; 
SOune 

43 Paai arc 
sresen 

44 Cafryw^ 

45 Dunne ane 
Casne 


Ywtenfav'* Pmzta SoM; 


nno Hnnrim nnrin 
nno orannn nnran 

nngn nnnnr] nnnn 

□□□ Rorii^iD oonn 

rmnno nn^nnn 

Dnnna 

RSSS nnn 

nnn nnnnn 

nnDnQnnnonndnnn 

nnnni ninnnit nnn 

nnnn nannn 


46 Jasaneae 
aeasor 
49Ptv>K 
so *wrvy 
Sf Pair a* nc'sea 
32 Sar fenowera 


S3 Buroen 
5a Pwrirswenia 
SeWnoyCny 
vanepen 
57 52 
36E>noter 
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Bcdsam 
^files for 
bankruptcy 
in new 
German 

Scandal 


FRANKFURT (R) — Bal- 
sam A.G., the leading sport»< 
snrfoces company pushed 
into crisis by toe arrest of its 
entire board this week, filed 
for baokruptqr Fridw in the 
second major finanriai scan- 
dal to fait Germany in two 
months. 

A.^kesman for the court 
in the town of Bielefeld said 
Balsam had af^lied for bank- 
ruptcy because of insolvency. 

TTie four-member board of 
Bdsam, a maricet leader in its 
sector, was arrested on suspi- 
cion oi fraud after allegedly 
making ciaims for credits on 
>•* the buis of falsified docu- 
ments. - 

A Deutsche Bank A.G. 
qmkesman confirmed Friday 
that Balsam also pledged all 
its gkfoai assets to Dentsdie 
ana the Dresdner bank A.G. 
as a gaurantee for d^t as 
far back as 1990. 

*T can confirm that sudi an 
arrangement was mada in 
1990,” die Deutsche ^kes- 
man told Reuters.” ft is a 
quite normal practice in 
export-fanport financing.” 

He added that die anange- 
ment was made “long before 
any problems became evi- 
denL” 

Neidier Dresdner nor Bal- 
sam could be contacted for 
comment. 

- Although banks have so far 
reacted generally calmly to 
the crisis at Balsam itself; the 
debade has also put at risk 
the piccnre of Procedo, Ger- 
many's largest export financ- 
ing group. 

Balsam was Procedo's big- 
gest cUent and bankers say up 
to 75 per cent of invmces it 
took as collateral on loans to 
Balsam may now tom out to 
be worthless. 

. Procedo owes bante over- 
^ 1.5 billicm . mads ($900 uii}-- 
\Kon). Procedo foorces say 
■•'3a]^n{:sarried out its alleged 
fraud'bst^^infonning it ab- 
out the <Mders and 

presenting faJ^d; certificates 
from U.S. 'miditprs. 

A meeting of Procedo’s 
and shareboldeTS aimed at 
bailing out Procedo broke 
dovm eariy Thursday itioxn- 
ing, widi the two sides di- 
vi(M over the terms of the 
rescue. Bankers have' warned 
that it mi^t 'hot be possible 
to salvage Procedo. 

A sp&esman at Procedo 
said the group . was nevertiie- 
less p rep a rin g a plan to keep 
the company afloat. 

The collapse of Balsam 
raises edioes of die failure in 
April of the Schneider prop- 
erty empiie, whose chairman 
Juergen sdineider absconded 
leaving bis firm to file for 
bankruptcy with bank debts 
of five irilnon marks ($3 bil- 
Hon). SAneider vanished and 
is hfting sought by pdice on 
suspicion of fraud. 


lo both eases, questions 
have been raised about the 
role that Gennan banks play 
in German industry. 

*nie leading financial daily 
Boersen-Zeitung asked 

angrily in an editorial this 
week why two of Germany's 
banks bad considered 
floating Balsam on the stock 
exchange in tiie late 1980s 
when it was apparently 
already dose to insolvency. 

Schneider's banks have 
been lambasted for lending 
hny > amounts of credit to tte 
property empiie on the basb 
of what tunied out to be 
Bogius rent agreements. 

The impact of the Balsam 
iv^iiapM* <M) the banks will 
probably turn to be less than 
was the with Schneider, 
which owed Deutsche Bank 
A.G. alone 1.2 Inllion marks 
($719.6 million). 

Kail Otto Poehl. a former 
president of the Gennan 
Bundesbank, told joumali^ 
tiiat die criminal activity in- 
volved in the Balsra collapse 
was greater than in the case 
of Schneider. 

Some German bankers had 
the impression that they were 
“often dealing only ^th 
gangsters and crooks,” Mr. 
PoeEl said. , . 

Friedel Balsam, one of the 
four management board 
members arrested this week, 
fDonded the firm in the wttt 
German town of Knhagen in 
1965. 

Rgicam had contracts for 
the 1992 Barcelona Olympte 
and the 93 athletics world 
diaittiMonriiips in Stuttgart. It 
also bad orders in its books 
the S^ey 2000 Olym- 

INCS. 


Low oil prices depress Arab income to 4-year low 


DHABI (AFP) — A 
dedine in oS {xioes because of 
oversopply pushed down Arab 
revenues to a fouT'year low in 
1993 and income could fall 
again in 1994, mmI 

enerts have s^. 

Tbe oil earaiiqgs stood at $92 
fasOkni in 1993 compared with 
$97.7 UUknm 1992 and $93.5 
billion in '1991, according to 
the Organisation of Arab »t- 
rolenm Exportins Coniitries 
(OAPBC). 

Tbe earnings jumped u> a 
yven-y ea r of $1023 

lion iu 1990, when prices riiot 
a bove $40 a barrel doe to 
disruptioa of Kuwait and Iraqi 
ofl exports by the Gulf ciias. 
the Chiio*ba^ groiq) said. 

**The m Arab oil 

revennes in 19^ was caused by 
a 10 per cent drop in erode 
prices from tbe previous year,” 
It said in a study carried by tbe 
official United Arab Emuates 
(UAE) news ^ency WAM. 


OAPEC, whidi is recnmii^ 
to its Kuwait beadquarteR in 
July, groups Saiufi Arabia, the 


Libya, Egypt, Syria and the 
UAJB. 

Only Kuwait’s reveunes 
went np in 1993 doe to an 
increase in its production after 
tbe riqiair of its war-damaged 
oil sector, OAPEC said. 

Official figures showed 
Kuwait prodoced an average 
1.8 ininim baiT^ per day (b/ 
d) in 1993 compared with 

920.000 b/d in 1992 and 

200.000 b/d in 1991. 

It now prodifoes around two 
million 6/d under a quota 
accord by tbe Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC). 

Tbe 1993 figure is less than 
half tbe total Arab ofl earnings 
in 1981, when they peaked at 
more chan $200 trillion due to 


high prices and output. 

OAPEC gave no breakdown 
but official budget figures 
showed Saudi Arabia, wfaidi 
produces nearly half tbe Arab 
oil output, accounted for near- 
ly 48 per cent of die total 
eamings, standing at bil- 
Uon in 1993. 

Kuwait’s income stood at 
around $9 billion while it stood 
at $14 billion in tbe UAE, $2.6 
billion in Qatar, $4.4 bill^ in 


Oman and less than $1 bilUon 
in Bahrain. 

The six countries make ly 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), which alone produces 
aronud 13 millton b/d, nearly a 
fifth of the worid's oil sunriies. 

GCC nations have been hurt 
most by the dedine in oil prices 
as crude e xpw ts provide more 
than 90 per cent ot their total 
mcome. Most of diem have 
been forced to borrow or cut 


to tackle budget de- 


From more than S30 a bar rel 
d u r ing the oil boom, crude 
prices eoUuised to below $10 
in 1986 before they recovered 
in the firilowing years. 

Bat they remained far lower 
than their peak, at 

$18.44 in 19% and $1^ in 
1993. 

According to Hemy Asam, 
drief economist at die Santfi 


National Commercial Bank,ofl 
prices were forecast to average 
at $15 in 1994, pushing down 
GCC reven ue s to nearly $60 
bOlkm frmn $75 billion in 19^. 

Expcfis said this would de- 
mess total Arab revenues to 
below $80 in 19M, their 

lowest levd since 1968, when a 
friniM in oil prices caused by a 
rpcDcmcdon war Anb 

momne down to M13 trillioa. 


Pakistan pins hope for revival on 
boosting revenue, curbing smuggling 
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ISLAMABAD (R) ^ Miiiis- 
ter of State for Finance 
Makhdoom Shahabuddin d^ 
fended Pakistan's tough 
budget Friday, saying curbs 
on smuggling and strict 
revenue-raising measures 
would revive economic 
growth after 10 stagnant 
years. 

He dismissed fears that 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to’s first bu<%et, wluch raises 
taxes and expai^ the net, 
would fiiel in&tion and said 
tbe burden would be offset by 
a tough campaign against 
smuggfing. 

"The main ingredient of 
the strategy of our bud^ is 
to step up resource momlisa- 
tion,” he told a news confer- 
ence, a day after presenting 
the 1994/95 (July/Jnn^ 


the 19 
budget. 
t 


I7.7S0 10.400 ID. MO JO.ZM 
IB.M& 0.«U b.440 G.rtO 


3J,baO 17.440 17.440 17. MO 
3,017 1.440 1.440 1.430 


The budget's main goal is 
to raise revenue by expand- 
ing the general sales tax, slap- 
png an additional 50 per cent 
excise duty on ail services md 
taxing the ikfa to cut tbe 
yaniung fiscal defieft. 

Officials said h would not 
fuel inflation, estimated at 
3.8 per cent to 1993/94 and 
currently running at an 
annualised 5.6 per cent. 

A major target of the 
budget is nfBffiaIg 

said. “In the last few years it 
assumed a menacing charac- 
ter,” Mr. Shahabuddin said 
in his budget speech, estimat- 
ing money from oontraband 
in drculation at more than 50 
billion rupees ($1.66 bUlion). 

Revenue officials said that 
with tbe decrease in import 
tariffs, the cost of smugging 


would exceed its profits. But 
they added that the govern- 
ment was prepared to cut 
duties further if the level of 
contraband required such ac- 
tion. 

“Reduced import duties 
will make both investroeut 
and production cheaper,”- 
Mr. Shahabuddin said, refer- 
ring to a cut in nuudmnm 
import tariffs to an average of 
70 per cent from 92 per cent 
and to 35 per cent in three 
years as recommended by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

Import duties had been 
slashed on hundreds of items 
ranging fton air-conditioners 
to car spare parts, be said. 

Many businessinen had de- 
layed imports to take advan- 
ta^ of tite expected conoes- 
sionsl This reduced customs 
revenue in the first weeks of 
tbe fiscal year and contri- 
buted to a higher than antici- 
pated budget deficit hi 1993/ 
94, special adviser for finance 
V.A. Jafarey told Reuters. 

The deficit for 1994/95 is 
forecast at four per cent of 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) or 72 billion rup^ 
($2.4 billion) compared with 
around 5.8 per cent of GDP 
this year. Ms. Bhutto had 
hoped to curb tiie deficit to 
an IMF target of 5.4 per cent. 

Mr. Jafarey rii&micwi fears 
tfaate a decision to make the 
rupee folly convertible on tbe 
current account from July 1 
in line with IMF condittois 
would result in a devaluation. 

“We can say with confi- 
dence that given tbe position 
of the reserves and a slight 


increase in pressure there wfll 
be no serious depreciation of 
tbe rupee,” Mr. Jafarey said, 

Tlie rupee fen 0.45 rupees 
to 32.50 against the dollar on 
the budget. It is set offidaUy 
at 30.72. “Once tiie position 
becomes clear tills will settle 
down,” Mr. Jafru^ said. 

Officials said that with a 
mandate for cautious money 
supply growth and govern- 
ment borrowing at IS billion 
rupees ($kxi n^fion) in 1994/' 
95 from 12.9 Inllion tbe y^ 
before had a goring 62 billion 


in 1992/93, growth should im- 
prove. 

“Tbe budget to 1994/95.... 
unfolds a new approach to 
ppt the economy on a trade of 
high growth with macro- 
economic capability,”. Mr. 

Shahatwiririin said. 

Officials said tiiat coming 
from a low GDP growth ben- 
dun^ of 3.96 per cent in 
1993/94, the government 
stonld teve Httie difficulty 
achieving hs goal of 6.9 per 
cent gi r w t h m 94/95. 


Lebanon 
needs $35b 
to rebuild 
infrastructure 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
needs $35 bulion over the 
next decade to develop its 
war-damaged infrastructure 
to reach the level of advanced 
countries,” the deputy gov- 
ernor of tbe central bank was 
quoted Saturday as saying. 

“Lebanon needs $35 bil- 
lion over tbe next ten years to 
devek^ its infrastructure to 
the level of advanced coun- 
tries,” Nasser Saidi was 
quoted by newspapers. 

It is the highest estimate to 
date by an official of Leba- 
non’s postwar infrastrnctiire 
reconstruction needs. 

“lliis figure is 40 per cent 

(of L^^ron), uriiidi is re- 
latively higher than what 
Europe paid (for relMiilding) 
after World War n, Mr. Saidi 
add^. 

Mr. Saidi said Lebanon 
would “very soon” launcfa 
financial markets to trading 
shares, government seenr- 
ities, certificates of deposits 
and other instruments. 


executive: SECRirriRY ./ QriielE :MAHAGkR And ^£RiENci3>>i 
. - ! GuwcAjt^is^iAaM 

Heart surgeon opening a clinic in Amman invites qualified applicants to submit re- 
sumes for consideration for the following positions: 

Executive Secretary Office Manager 

Must be fluent in English and Arabic, Typing, baste computer operations, com- 
mand of MS, DOS, Microsoft Windows r^uires. 

Cardiovascular clinical Associates i 

1. Qualified assistant Surgeon to first assist in open heart operations. 

2. Experiences Nurse Specialist to participate in pre and post operative patient care. 

salaries commensurate with experience. 

Please submit resumes to: 

Mr. William Burke 
Fax # (4«4) 265-4952 
Atlanta, Georgia 
U.S.A. 
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THE PROFESSIONAiS 
ALWIBTS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 

MCKM6, MR FREIGH1~ 
FORnMROMG, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DEUVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AMO . RE^ RVATiOMS. 

AMIN KAMMASONS 

604676 6Q4696 ^ 
P O.BOR 7806 ’ 


La vie Seautif 
center 

forFadalcl^imiigt Mtasa^ 
Sugarv^, Waxing ^ail Cm 

,Udx-Up And Bridal 
Mate-i^ 

WeatethebistPnHdtCmudet 



FOR REIfT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For iVore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 




RESTAURANT 
Live Entertainment 




.^effiyeh. 

81669^0 





Ffart.O.Ti»l 
' Serviced Suls$ m 
Grand Hotel Style I ' 



ADnStffllE 

warn 


TALK OF 1HE TORN 
MSCOnffiOUE 

Open nightly 
RwsMtPJLIOtMAJL 
Tuesday etaad 

1U:68S211 Fki:617779 
Middle But Hold - SfaBBtem 





667171 exl223 


Budget 


The OMalCarA Tmek 
Rental company 

Wbifi/CbpUSA94 


Hcvnbugeis+Plzzas 

mCAR^ 


femand aubry 


Reservatkni & Information 

Um Uthainah - TeL: 661217 


The First Om 6 Hotel bi 
AnssaB fliat hM a > 
W tehtnot te in evory roopLJ 
"Sateiiti T.V, IteceptloB’* 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
ROEox 9403 - Fax 802434 
Telex 23888 DAROU JO 

Ideal RMidence For 
Expatridteaand 
Butinaaomen 


Ibi :698 131 
! Fax :673 312 

/ ohIn^ \ 

I CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers* Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoHiui Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel:B10214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daihr 12KX) - 3:30‘p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 
V Air Conditioned Hatt / 


j'>4h 

2Bd>Circle - Jabal Amman 
opp. Frenchloar 

Tel.653482 



Thefirst&best 
■ CMnose Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

WCircfe. Amman, near 

Miyy^GtrisSc^ 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midof^r 

TeLasaaaa 




® Superto Hotel Services for 
BuL<;iiicssmcii & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks ^ 

©Open Noons ^ 

& Evenings 



Th? I^kstIn 
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STUDIO HAHS 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our diop and get:- 


JVMB0 ptoto 
• 30% faffw 


Ostete Mbs antf tetoMfy * 

biAmman. 

For bither detials please can 
SANABLE REAL ESTATE 
im4:864230 FAX864231 ! 


SZEEHWAN BARBENi. 
EHINESE RESTAnRANT 
T^Pfcai CUdho FmA 



Time Out Bar ! ! 

Sweifiyeh - 863944 



I opaii»’X»atca.iAi^~\ 
rate asiteir is avaflUMe 

Shar AlAiab Soaat 
Utt Uhetwh emmeretf OsnSs , 

TeU 881174 

.•retTateed ahuoysUicdJ 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by well trained and 
Pn^esaonal Technicians 


We try harder. 



* Frnn mmtarg^ 
■MM 20 X M cm 



S 699-420 


ReatauRsH 
Yod Know 

Our P hn r iftSand irir l ir t 
NowTfqThe 

Italian Pasta 

Way 


Phone 604671 


.sm K l \T\U' i'llAJNA 
\.MMA\ IKI,. 


Shmeiiwni - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: w4042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Q] Elecrtrolux 


' Pemie 
~ Feniicdne 

Pnp«d to ydd fas fairii 
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World News 


U.S. tightens sanctions on Haiti; 


Americans, Canadians asked to leave 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton 
ordered new sanctions 
against Haiti indnding a- beu 
on commercial flights to 
further pressure tbe c»un try’s 
military rulers as U.S. 
Canadian nationals were 
urged to leave Haiti. 

The United States and 
Canada ordered some emb^ 
sy staff in Poit-Au-Prioce to 
toye Haiti and urged most of 
their nationals to leave the 
country as soon as possible. 

Mr. Qinton also ordered a 
ban on financial transactions, 
adiicb will prevent money 
bbing sent from the United 
States into Haiti except for 
transfers of up to 

Mr. Qinton said the new 
neasuies, which come on top 
of a near-total U.N. trade 
‘embargo imposed last month, 
were “necessary to intendfy 
the pressure on Hmti's milit- 
aiy leaders’* to leave power. 

‘*Tbe message is simple:* 
“Democracy must be res- 


ing a oommerda] air service 
to Haiti, would follow suit. 

The State Department ato 
urged an estimated 6,000 
Americans in Haiti to leave 
before U.S. flints — which 
account some 75 per cent of 
air traffic into Haiti — are 
suspended, and said it was 
withdrawing some embassy 
personnel as a safety precau- 
ti(». 

“The political situation in 
Haiti remains uostal^ uitb 
potential throughout the 
conutiy for random violence, 
sporadic disturbances and cri- 
minal acts,** die communique 
said. 


by Mr. Aristide and Gen. 
Cedras last year that called 
for Gen. Cedras to step 
down. 

The sanctions are aimed at 


The $50 liniit, he said, was 
a agnfficant sum for a coon-, 
try with an average annual 
per capita incmne of only 


forcing Haiti's miUtan lead- 
en to step down and allow 


“Tbe police and judiciary 
are unable to provide adequ- 


Cored, the co^ must not en- 
dure,*' Mr. Cunton said. 


Tlie president said tbe air- 
tines that currently link the 
United States and Haiti, 
American Airlines and Haiti 
Transair, would halt com- 
mercial ffights from June 25. 

Officials in 'Ottawa 
announced that Canada 
would join the United States 
in suspending commercial 
flights to Haiti. 

It was not clear if France, 
the Netherlands and the 
Dominican Republic, the 
only other countries operat- 


ate levels of security and due 
process.** 

In Port-Au-Prince, a Cana- 
dian embassy offidal said 
most Canadians would be 
urged to tove Haiti by June 
25, but added, “the final de- 
' dsion win rest with eadi indi- 
vidual.'' 

Embassy offidals said ab- 
out 2,400 Canadians are cur- 
rently in Haiti, a majority of 
whom have double 
nationality. 

In Haiti, Port-Au-Prinoe 
Mayor Evans Paul nrged 
military leader General 
Raoul Cedras to step down so 
that Haitians would not have 
to sidfer the sting of the 
sanctions. 

“The way to avoid these 
new tough, punishing sanc- 
tions Chat 9^ bit all Haitians 
lies in appl 3 ring the Gov- 
ernors Islud a<sord*' qgned 


ers to step down and allow 
tile return of elected Pru- 
dent Jean-Bertraad Aristide, 
who was ousted in a coop in 
Sqitember 1991 and has bera 
living in exile in the United' 
States. 

“Nfr. Clioton's special en- 
voy on Haiti, Wtititun Gray, 
declined to say bow long 
Washington was prepared to 
wait for sanctions to take 
etfect before considering 
otiier options such as military 
a^oo. 

“As the {Kcsideot has said, 
all options are on the table,” 
hfr. Gray sud. '*Tbere are 
mixed views as regards the 
timing as weD as the tactics of 
other possible solutions,*' if 
diplomatic efforts fsil, but 
ootfaing is bang ruled out. 

But the administration 
stressed it would do its 
utmost to ensure the new 
sanctions wonkl not furtiier 
victimise the poor of the most 
impoverished nation in tbe 
Americas. 

The ban on financial trans- 
actions will not apply to 

hiimanitariafi actiwties, Mf. 

G^ said. 

The United States current- 
ly pForides more than ^ 
tnirftrtn ig hunanitvian ^d 
and feeds one million Hai- 
tians, or one in five of the 
poptdatkm, and plans to in- 
crease that figure, he said. 


per capita income of only 
$350. 

But in Port-Ao-Prince. a 
busine^man said the $50 
Knut would “destroy demo- 
cracy in Haiti and leave 
thousands of cUUfaai dead.” 

Mr. Gray said tbe uew 
financial sanctions would 
“bei^ten the impact rather 
dramatically** on busmess 
elite who have up to now 


supported die coiq) leaders. 
Meanwhile, an aid aoun's 


Meanwhile, an aid coup's 
office was gutted fay a fire ^ 
a Canadian man severely 
beaten while in po&ce cus- 
tody — signs that foreifficn 
may be t a rget e d as more 
sanctions strand Haiti. 


The explosion and fire that 
destroy^ tbe office of Inter- 
Aid Friday came two hours 
after Preddent Qinton sus- 


pended omifflerdal air fh'dds 
to Haiti staitins June 25. 


to Haiti starting June 25. 

Arson was sn^r^ed in the 
blast at Inter-Aid's down- 
to«m office. There were no 
casualties. Workos were at 
lunch and die offi^ was emp- 
ty at the &ne, s^ ofi^als 
widi the European orgamsa- 
tion. They didn't elaborate. 

Army firefighters took 
nearly an hour to reach the 
scene. 

Also 'Friday, police re- 
leased Afictor Edmond, 38, of 
Queb^ udio becm mis- 
sing since bis car was stopped 
at a roadblodc earUa this 
week. 
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Russian 


security 

chiefs 


on crime 




Russian paratroiqrers from a peacefceqiii^ 
Crain on qiedlal stairs in drdr milit- 
ary camp in Gndaute, Abkhazia. The oom- 
mander of the Rossiao troops in the Transcau- 


casus has been ordered to prepare another 
three battafioiB to p ea c ti k eepi i i g in the aien of 
the Gewphn-AbUnzian comfict (AFP photo) 


Abkhazia agrees to Russian peace force 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Lead- 
ers of the breakaway Geor- 

g ian Republic of Abkhazia 
ave a^ed to the deploy- 
ment of a Russian 
peacekeeping force, Russian 
news agencies reported 
Saturday. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev and Abkha- 
zian Parliamentaiy Speaker 
Vladislav Ardziuba agreed to 
the deployment in talks Fri- 


,in principal earlier Friday. 

As a ust stage of the op- 
eratiou, a contingent of 1,500 


Russian soldiers will be de- 
ployed in a buffer zone along 


the Inguri River separating 
Abkhazia from the rest w 


the deployment ii 
-day. they said. 
Russian Presic 


Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin said Saturday he ex- 
pects the p^cekeepers to be 
deployed in Abkaaria, in 
western Georgia bordering 
the Black Sea, from next 
week. 

Mr. Yeltsin was briefed by 
Gen. Grachev on tbe results 
of talks with Georgian lYesi- 
dent Eduard Shevardnadze in 
Tbilisi and Mr. Ardzinba in 
Gudauta, in Abkhazia, 
Radio Russia said in a report 
monitored by tbe BBC. 

Mr. Shevardnadze had 
already given his agreement 


Abkhazia from tbe rest cn 
Georgian territory, Rusrian 
Defence Ministry officials 
said. 

^reement in principal for 
this 5ta« of the operatioo 
was reached at talks between 
the Abkhaaa and Geoipan 
in Moscow on May 14. 

Mr. Yeltsiu Thursday 
signed a decree authorising 
the deployment of the 
peacekeepers but said it 
could only come into opera- 


potted. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the pro- 
cess of introducing a 
peacekeeping contingent 
directly to tbe conflict zone 
would most probably begin 
on tbe 14tb or 15tb of June, 
Ra^o Russia s^. 


Gen. Grachev bm been in 
Tianscaucasus anoe Wednes- 
day, left TUia Saturday for 
Baku for a meeting witii 
Azerbaijani Presideat Gaidar 
Aliyev. 


Azerbaijan has been fight- 
ing a six-y^ war Arme- 
nia over the area ^ 


tion if it was approved bV the 
upper chamber of the Kus- 


N^oroo-Kaiab^. 

Gen. Gradiev was touring 
tile Caucasus in an apparent 
bid to increase Russian milit- 
ary presence in the volatile 
re^on. Before arriving in 


upper chamber of the Rus- 
sian pariiament. 

Tbe diamber last week 


voted against sen^m Rus- 
sian fon^ but Gen. Grachev 


sian forces but Gen. Grachev 
said Saturday he hoped h 
would DOW approve the new 
deci^ at a spedai session 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
ITAR-TASS news agency re- 


Tbilisi, he simed an agree- 
nKnt in nei^bouring Arme- 


nia establishing a peimaoent 
Russian military base there. 

Russia alrea<ty has 23,000 
troops in the' Caucasus, a 
lega^ from the Soviet eta. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
top crime-fighters vowed 
Saturday to join forces in a 
new drire to purge Russia of 
gangsters tiiat are terrorising 
people and buanesses and 
nntfermining confidence in 
tiM government 

At a joint news confer- 
nece, the beads of all main 
security organs •. outlined a 
1994-95 mti-crime program- 
me tiiat win cost an estimated 
three triOioo lovbles ($1.5 
tnllion). 

The govenunent has been 
pr epar ing the programme, m- 
oudiiig sevenu di^ law« for 
semie tune, saying Sovfet-eia 
laws did not reflect new reafi- 
ties and prevented tire potice 
from acting resolutely. 

“It is simply impossible to- 
day to woA under the old 
regime with outtlat^ laws,” 
Interior Minister Viktor 
Yeiin said. 

He said a uew anti-crime 
law was beiim drafted and 
shotdd be rea$ fo present to 
tbe State Duina, the lower 
chamber of parlimnent, in a 
week so. 

“Tins will allow us to go on 
the offenave in realising the 
prograinnie,” he said. 

l&ssian President Boris 
Yeltsin said Fru^ he had 
orde r ed the security forces to 
rid the country of what be 
called criminal filth.*] 

“Griminal forces are trying 


to occupy key positions in tiie 
economy, and are even bur- 


Congress rules out freedom for Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
ruling^ Congros Party Satur- 
day ruled out any solution to 
a bloody rebellion in Jammu 
and Kashmir state which 
would lead to the re^on's 
separatimi from Che rest of 
the country. 

Human Resources De- 
velopment Minister Arjun 
Singh, moving a foreign poli- 
cy resolution at a two^y 
meeting^of the All India Con- 
gress Q>mmlttee (AlC^, 
also pn^x»ed closer political 
ties with the West and with 
China, Iran and Russia. 

Mr, Singh said India re- 
gretted its poor relations with 
rakistan over Islamabad’s 
support for a four-year-old 
separatist uprising in 
K^hmir. 

‘Tt is time that Pakistan 
realised .India will never 
allow its territorial integrity 
to be trifled with," he said in 
the resolution adopted by the 
AICC. 

Nor, he added, would In- 


smoe independence from Bri- 
tain in 1SM7 over Kashmir. 
India told the United Nations 
in 1948 that it wanted a ple- 
bisdte to detennine Karir- 
mir's status but subsequently 
backed down. 

Indian Prime Minister P.V. 


Narasimha Rao said recently 
be was willing to discuss tritti 
Paldstani leaders the issue of 


Kashmir, where up to 17,000 
people have been killed in 
four years of violence. 

Pakistani diplomats said 
tbe Congress resolution left 
no room for them to discuss 
the issue. 


said Mr. Rao's govenunent 
had improved relatkms with 
the Uitited States and West- 
ern European countries. 

It said when the late Prime 
Nfinister Rajiv Gandhi visited 
Beijing in relations with 
China unfHOved after nearly 
three decades of animosity 
over a border ^route that led 
to a war in 1962. Mr. Rao 
himself visitad China in 1993. 

“India and China represent 
two of the most andent dvi- 
Ksatiotts of the world, and in 


sting to go into politics,'’ Mr. 
Yeltsin tokf a Kremlin news 
conference. 

Organised crime, often 
linked to a corrupt 
bureaucrat, has Sourisbed 
in Russia. 
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Port-AB-Prince rcshlails walk through down- cmnmerdal air travel and most finaari rt 
towB street with garbage. Sanctions transactions bdween the two c enMrie s (AFP 
Haiti were inten ta fi ed snspeading 1^,5. |dioCo) 


Blair bids for U.K. Labour leadership 


LONDON (AFP) — Tony 
Blair, runaway favourite for 
the Labour leadeiship, has 
set out his vision for “a strong 
cohesive sodety” in press in- 


terviews published Satuiday 
to coindae with his formal 


to coindae with his formal 
declaration to stand. 

Mr. Blair in interviews 
with the Guardian and the 
Finandal Tunes underlined 
his commitment to continue 


modernising the party. 

But mincfiul of the need to 


win support among trade un- 
ions and constituency activ- 
ists he insisted that cnangmg 
the party's polides did'not 
mean uprooting its traditioD- 
ai values. 

“fo my view tbe central 
message of the modem 
Labour Pa^ is to reunite 
notions of moividual aspira- 
tioD with uotions of a strong 
cohesive sodety so that the 
process of sodal improve- 
ment leads to self-improve- 
ment,” he said. 

Mr. Blair, the 41 year-old 
shadow borne secretarv. 


emphasised the Deed for eco- 
nomic development and for 
education as a means to de- 
velop opportunity. 

He backed full employ- 
ment and a minimum wage 
implemented with flexibility* 
and common sense. 

And he stated the need to 
move on from argument over 
private versus public sectors 
to partnership between em- 
ployers and employees. 

He *said. Labour's project 
for the country would be “to 
develop the notion of a dyna- 
mic modern economy which 
is delivering opportunity to 
all its people and not merely 
to a iimited number." 

He emphasised the need 
“to set out a new economic 
agenda for what will verv* 
shortly be a new millenium'' 
and called for “moving 
beyond arguments about 
public versus private sector, 
market versus state." 

“There is no long-term fu- 
ture for this country on 
another basis than by having 


a highly educated workforce. 
That win come primarilv 


through education am 
skills.' 


He added: “We need to 
develop at the workplace tire 
□otioD of a modem mdustrial 
partnership so that em- 
ployees and managers are 


working together, not set in 
some irreifeemable conflict 
against one another.” 

He stressed that “macro- 


economic policy has ^t to be 
governed oy prindpia of in- 


ternational cooperation." 

But Labour would not sla- 
vishly accept everything sug- 
gested by Its European pait- 


“You take the social chap- 
ter (of the Maastricht Trea- 


VOW 

crackdown 


Japanese coalition woos Socialists 


TOIQ'O (AFP) — Japan s 
coalition leadets Saturday re- 
newed an appeal for the 
Socialists to return to tbe 
govenunent amid news re- 


ports that Prime Minister 
Tsutomu Hata was read>' to 


replace the entire cabinet. 
Former Prime Minister 


Mori biro Hosokawa told a 
party meeting that “1 will 
never spare my effort in 
arrangmg conditions for the 
return" of tbe Social Demo- 
cratic Party (SDP), which 


angrily left tbe government in 
April over 

At tbe meeting, Mir. Hoso- 
kawa, leader oi tbe Japan 


New Party, pledged to play a 
key role in reorganising the 
current poUticai framework 
as part of reforms be bad 


promised to complete during 
ois eiebt-montb term. 


his eight-month term. 

Yuichi Ichikawa, bead of 
tile Buddhist -backed 
Kooeito, one of tbe influen- 
tial parties in tbe coalition, 
said Saturday: “We are ready 
to bold he^-to-beart talks 
with tbe SDP.” 

Mr. Ichikawa told his party 
meeting that “in order to 
stabilise tbe political situa-' 
tiem, we strongly expect tbe 


SDP to return to tbe govern- 
ment." 

Coalition sources told the 
Yonuuri Sbimbim newspaper 
that Mr, Hata was ready to 
replace all the ministers m a 
bid to pave the way for 
Socialists return. 

They said the ruling coali- 
tion bad unofficially offered 
the proposal to the SDP. 
whose walkout left Mr. Hata 
with tbe nation’s first minor- 
ity government in almost four 
decades. 

Tbe report followed SDP 
leaders' recent remarks that 
the party' migbi come back to 
tbe govemmeat if Hata 
voluntarilv stepped down. 

Tbe daily said tbe SDP was 
divided over tbe offer, with 
some members calling for a 
general resignation of all tbe 
cabinet members, including 
Mr. Hata. 

SDP Chairman Tomuchi 
Murayama said: “A general 
resignation is necessary. We 


On Thursday, tbe prime 
minister said be had no inten- 
tion of oring in to opposition 
demands for his resignation. 

The main opposition 
Liberal Democratic Parly 
(LDP) has threatened to sutih 
ffiit a no-confidence motion 
against Mr. Hata and sought 
tbe SDP’S cooperation in the 
move. 

The LDP was expec^ to- 
submit the motion, which re- 
quires majority approval in 
parliameot. within the cur- 
rent session that ends June 
29. 

The LDP lost power last 
August for tbe first time in 3S 
years following a series of 
bribery scandak. 

No angle pditicaJ bloc en- 


joys a majority in tbe power- 
ful 51 1-seat lower bouse, llie 


cannot accept only a con- 
siderable resDufOe." 


siderable resbufOe." 

But some SDP senior offi- 
cials said tbe party should 
compronuse ana stop short of 
asking Mr. Hata's resigna- 
tion. 


ml 51 1-seat lower bouse. The 
coalition has some 190 seats, 
while tbe LDP has ^ and 
the SDP 74. 

Meanwhile, Hosokawa was 
elected again as tbe leader 
tbe Japan New Party (JNP) at 
tbe meeting Saturday, poUti- 
cians said. 

Mr. Hosokawa resisted as 
pr^ minister in April after 
being grilled in pvliament 
over a financial scandal. 


8 Burma opposition leaders surrender 


RANGOON (AFP) — Eight 
members of the main opposi- 
tion National League for 
Democrat (NLD) have sur- 
rendered to govenunent au- 
thorities in the Kacbin State 
capital of h^ritkyina, the offi- 
dm New Light of Myanmar 
said Saturday. 

The dSssidmts, all of whom 
won seats in partiament in tbe 
May 1990 election and later 
went underground, turned 
themselves is on June 5. the 
paper said. 

They were the nucleus of 
the northern underground 
NLD group based at Pajao, 
tbe former Kachin Independ- 


ence Army (KIA) hea^uar- 
ters at the border with China, 
tbe paper added. 

The NLD overwhelmingly 
won the 1990 election but foe 


overwhelmingly 


groups and because the KIA 
recently signed a truce with 
foe government, it said. 


military government here re- 
fused to band over power, 
and cracked down on the 
opposition instead. 

The eight MPs fled be- 
tween 1991 and 1993 to Man- 
nerplaw, the stronghold of 
tbe Karen National Union 
(KNU) on tbe Thai-Burma 
border, the newspiaper said. 

They decided to surrender 
because they were disillu- 
sioned by splits and power 
struggles within Che exile 


ft quoted foe eight as 
saying the dissident govern- 
ment in exile ivas about to 
merge with armed groups at 
the Thai border to form the 
“Federal Government of 
Burma." 


The KNU is one of three 
anti-Rangoon groups yet to 
make peace wifo tM govern- 
ment. Eleven others, includ- 
ing foe KIO, have agrMd to 
ceasefire agreements in re- 
turn for re^onal develop- 
ment aid. 


Some U.S. army women are ready for combat 


the modem context, also rep- 
resent 40 per cent of tbe 
world's population,” the re- 
solution said. 


“If India says Kashmir can- 
not be free, what does it want 


dia “be pa^ to any arrange- 
ment which leads to the 


separation of Jaaimu and 
Kashmir from the rest of 
India.” 

India and Pakistan have 
fbu^t two of their foree wars 


to talk to us about,” one 
diplomat said. 

Mr. Rao convened foe 
AICC meeting to set tbe agen- 
da for crud^ rtate assembly 
polls this year and as a mid- 
term review for his three- 
year-old government 

Congress politidaus say 
privately their party]s tough 
stand on Kashmir was 
prompted by a tougher line 
*advocated by the nght-wtng 
Hindu Bharatiya Janata Par- 
ty, tbe main opposition to foe 
Congra. 

The Congress resolution 


India gives high priority to 
5 relations with Russia, the 


its relations with Russia, the 
resolution said, bopiog Mr. 
Rao’s forthcoming Moscow 
risit w^d lead to greater 
understanding. 

The AICC resolution also 
said India wanted closer poli- 
tical and economic links with 
South East Asian countries 
and looked upon them as 
partners to speed its econo- 
mic resur^nce. 

"The eme^i^ contours of 
distinct Asian identity is a 
welcome development, with 
which India would like to 
fiiUy identity itself,” it added. 


PORT CAMBELL, KY, 
(AP) — As military leaders 
consider whether female sol- 
diers should get more 
chances to serve in combat, 
seven women in the 101st 
Airborne Divisioa say ability 
— not gender — is what 
counts in a fight. 

“1 foink women should be 
allowed in ray area of com- 
bat,” Spec. Tracy Stephens, 
26, a cleric from Socorro, 
N.M., said in an interview. 
“This is a very hot issue for 
me.” 

Affe. Stephens described io 
great detail ^d with much 
enthusiasm the mobile artil- 
lery operated ^ her hus- 
band, who is stationed at Fort 
SOI, OUa. She said she would 
like to do that, too. 

Anny Secretary Togo West 
is to make a recommendation 
on vfoetber women should be 
allowed to serve as pilots of 
spedai. operation unit heli- 
copters ami operators of the 
multiple launlfo rocket sys- 
tem, a key artill^ weapon. 

His de^on is expected 


after army Chief of Staff 
Gen. Gordon Sullivan re- 
turns Saturday from an over- 
seas trip. Defence Secretary 
William Perry must approve 
any change. 

The lOlst Airborne has 
been tested in battle from 
World War II lo Vietnam to 
Somalia, where one member, 
helicopiers pilot Michael 
Durant, was shot down and 
captured. Images of his swol- 
len face filled television 
screens and foe covers of 
newspapers and magazines. 

Two women Biackhawk 
helicopter pilots at this base 
on tbe Tenoessee-Kentucky 
border say women should 
have the opportunity to 
volunteer for combat. 

“That just opens you up to 
another area where you have , 
to go Out and prove yourself 
first, and there's a iot of 
females that are capable of 
being able to do that,” said 
First Lt. Teena M.C. Faw- 
cett. 26. of Omaha, Neb. 

Lt. Fawcett and Capt. Jane 
O'Connor, 33, of warrens- 


burg. N.Y., said women must 
be given a diance to advance, 
althou^ both said they had 
no personal interest in being 
in combat. 

“Let's make sure that if 
you open up a field for 
women, make sure that it's 
completely <^n to the top so 
she can progress," said Capt. 
O’Connor, whose husband is 
a special operations unit 
pilot. 

“Z just hate to see a woman 
thrown in there and be a 
captain and not be able to 
become a company comman- 
der over there," she said. “If 
they're going to open this, it's 
got to be wide open. 

“And they've got to be 
able to accept chat if she's 
really good, then she can be a 
company commander over 
there as a major.” 

Two clerks in a supply unit 
pointed out that women, in 
effect,” already are in com- 
bat, whether or not they’ve 
been assigned a combat role. 

“When we were in Somalia 
and they needed people to go 


out in the convoys, we put 
foe helmets on and we rat 
foe flak vests on," said PfC. 


Kimberly McGee, 23, of 
Spring Hill, Ra. 


Spnng Hill, Ra. 

PFC McGee works as a 
high-ted) radio operator and 
spent 133 days in Somalia. 

“I can’t see the difference 
because if we were there and 
had the men with us, there 
was no difference. They still 
shot at us. And we had to 
shoot hack. And if that's not 
<»mbat — maybe it wasn’t 
foe big^st war you've ever 
seen — but if it’s not combat, 
then what is it?" 

PFC. Tara Carter. 23 a 
water purification specialist 
from Lancaster. Pa., added- 
•*r just don't see why there’s 
such a big debate because 
when we were over there 
nothing stopped us from 
going out there." 

"Nor should children keen 
a woman out of combat 

“There were 44 men killed 

m Somalia.” PFC Carter 
raid, “and most of them had 
kids. 


Police uncover 

smuggling ring 

of rare birds 


BUENOS AIRES (ATO 
Police and customs offi- 
cials uncovered a ^ugglii^ 
network dealing in 
bird spedes, some on the 
verge of extinction, ana 
seized 500 . specimey 
valued at SI million. Tipped 
off by a Russian toiinst, 
authorities raided a chi^M 
farm near Pilar, around 100 
kilometres south of here. 


illegal business. 
were beautiful, exotic bttw 
-whose sale is prohibited 
espedaliy rare species of 
cockatoos" that can fetch 
up to $12,000 from unscru- 
pulous collectors, a police 
spokesman said. Author- 


ities did not report amy 
arrests. The federal wil^ 
life Administration will 
classify foe birds and deter- 
mine where to place them, 
the spokesman said. Police 
were alerted to foe smug- 
gling ring by a Russian totir- 
St who was stopped in 
Ezeiza Enternationm Air- 
port here as be was board- 
ing an Aeroflot flight honte 
wim a parrot. Tlie toorist, it 
tinned out, had complied 
with all the legal require- 
ments to take the parrot out 
of the country, but before 
leaving he Told police he 
had made foe purchase m a 
chicken farm, arousing 
suspicion. 


Hanoi’s rabid 
dog problem is 
getting worse 


ty). What I always used to say 
about the sodm chapter is 


aoout the sodu chapter is 
that it was right we should 
have binding principles and 
flexible means... that we 
should ensure that it is im- 
plemented in a way that is 
sensible and flexible.” 


HANOI (R) — Hanoi an- 
thorities are campaigning- 
to people to have their 
dogs vaccinated against 
rabies foUowing tbe death 
so for this year of 20 people 
bitten tty rabid dogs, a 
x’eteriaanan said Satinday. 
Tbe deaths were more fo^* 
double the number in the 
first five months of last year 
and aU tbe victims were 
bitten by dogs that had not 
been vaccinated, a spokes- 
man for the city's veterinaiy 


Department said. 
seven died of rabies in 19» 


seven died of rabies in 1993 
in Hanoi. Only 60 per cent 
of the estimated 110,000 
dogs in the capital have 
been vaccinated this year, 
he told Reuters. Aufoor- 
ities have used televiaou 
advertisements to campaign 
for vaccioatioiis. Oraeis 
. who refuse to have tb^. 
dd^ vaccinated fece fines. 


Le Bon receives 
libel damages 


LONDON (AP; — Simon 
Le Bon, lead smger of the 
pop group Duran Duran, 
received substantial libel 
dam^re Friday from two 
newspapers over false 
allerations that be cheated 
on ms wife. The Daily Mail 
and Today ^lolo^^ in 
the High Court for the dis- 
tress and embarrassment 
caused to Le Bon and his 
wife, Yasmin, and the 
woman named in foe stor- 
ies. The newspapers falsely 
reported that Le Bon h^ 
an affair with a woman in 
Rome while his fashion 
model wife was at home 
looking after their two 
dau^ters. The amount of 
the damages and costs to be 
paid Ity the newspapers was 
not disclosed. Le Bod was 
not in court. 


Lesbian couple 
sues magazine 
for 

‘outing’ them 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two 
lesbians are suing a maga- 
^e for S17 million for pub- 
lished a photo they say re- 
vealed their relationsUp 
without pennission. Valerie 
Merxiwefoer and Rosetta- 
Ford filed suit over a photo- 
graph in foe June issue of 
Popular Photography show- 
ing them SQog^n^ m a 
limousme in formal clothes 
ra route to their wedding- 
like “commitment cere- 
mony.” The caption rea^: 
“Lesbian couple: Light 
fix>m tbe limo sunroof iflu- 
minates two women on the 
way to their commitment 
ceremony in a dmrch in 
Greenwich Village." Ms 
Merriwefoei and Ms. Fokj‘ 


both po^ employees, said 
neither their families nor 
their co-workers bad be^ 
aware of the relationship 
The photograph was sbSt 
by foe Umo driver, Kathy 
Shorr, in 1988. Ms. Mer- 
nwetber said she denied 
I^. Sborr's request to allow 
foe photo to be published. 


telline Ms. Short that she 
and 1^ Ford come from 


r. . *■■«'**• uom • 

religious families who- 
wouTd be heartsick aboifr 
their relatiouship. Cathe^ 
me Flickinger, a lawyer for 
Fypular Photography, said 
foe magazine bad not e»^fB 
the lawsuit, and she had no 
comment Ms. Sborr, abo 
ztaoi^ in the lawsuit, said, 
“I didn't do any thing tfagt 
was intended to hurt 
women.” 
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HVorld News 




report 170 Rwandans 
abducted, massacred in Kigali 


KIGALI (Agencies) — 
Rwandan Hatu militianien 
seized 170 mostly T^itsi peo- 
ple from a religious com- 
pound in Kigali in front of 
two European priests who 
said Saturday tb^ feared all 
had been butchered. 

Fathers Henri Blanchard, 
from France, and German 
Otto Mayer told reporters 
^ militias forced their way 
into the compound in 
Nyamirambo district Friday 
and ferried the civilians away 
in a truck. 

Fr. Mayer said they later 
saw the same trudc, sur- 
rounded by angry mhiriay , 
with 10 boihes on and around 
the vehide. 

“There were 10 (bodies), 
some of whom we recog- 
nised, on the ground and on 
the truck. To get past they 
had to remove the bodies,” 
said Fr. Mayer. 

The ITO Rwandans being 
sheltered by the priests were 
among thousands of civiUans 
trapped behind government 

rebel lines in the embat- 
tled capital. A desperately 
imder-strength United Na- 
tions force says the civiUans 
are in constant danger of' 
death and has been trying to 
evacuate them. 

Some 2,3(10 people have 
been evacuated by the U.N. 
across battle lines in the 
capital, but the main otetade 
to this ptouss has come fitm 
Hutu militias blamed for Ae 
deaths of countless thousands 
in Rwanda since early April. 

The priests, who escaped 
to a rebel-held part of the dty 
Saturday, said a mob of 30 
militias 1^ by a man called 
Kigingi came to their com- 
pouDo and declared they 
wanted to evacuate all the 
civiUans. 

Hie priests refused to open 
the door to the building 
where the people were 
sheltering, so Kigingi and the 
others tried to fom it by 
shooting at it and hacking at 
h widi an axe. 

When this did not work, 
they threw a teargas gremuie 


into the kitchen and finally 
got the door open, after 
whidi they made several trips 
to ferry the people away. 

Fr. Mayer, 47, said he tried 
to run for help at the nearby 
CoUege St. Andre, where 
government soldiers are 
based and where hundreds of 
odier maii^ Tusi civilians 
are sheltering. 

A soldier stopped him at a 
roadblock and turned him 
away. 

As he ran back, a mortar 
bomb fired from rebel lines 
exploded close to him, 
wounding him in the left arm. 

Going to seek medical help 
the two men were turned 
back at a roadblock manned 
by militias. A local govern- 
ment official came to their 
aid and after they passed the 
roadblock they saw the truck 
surrounded by corpses and 
oiiUtias. 

“They were really crazy, 
very angry,” said Fr. Mayer. 

vehicle was about ISO 
metres from a police station, 
although the priests said no 
regular police or government 
forces took part in the abduc- 
tions. 

A new round of U.N.- 
brokered talks aimed at 
securing a ceasefire in Rwan- 
da's bloody inter-tribal con- 
flict open^ here Saturday 
after fresh clashes in the 
capital ovemi^t and into the 
early momihg. 

Rebels and leaders of the 
armed forces were convening 
for peace talks for the fifth 
time in less than two weeks. 

General Marcel Gatsina, 
head of the government 
forces delegation, criticised 
the rebel Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (FPR) Friday for foot- 
dragging and said he thou^t 
them ttidikely to agree a truce 
anytime soon. 

He said participants so hi 
had discussed only the begin- 
ning of the preamble to a 
U.N.-drafted document de- 
tailing ways to implement a 
truce. 

However a ^kesman for 
the U.N. Assistance Misson 



Two mflUfartten of the Hutu-led goverument forces patrol the 
maricet of Kigali. Violent dashes kept up in die Rwandan 
capital where rdtels were '*slowly gdnhig some ground*' 
^^nst govonment forces, a U.N. nuBtary spokcao^ said 
(AFP photo) 


in Rwanda (UNAMIR). 
Pierre Mehu, said he consi- 
dered “they are holding se- 
rious discussions.” 

The FPR has ^manded an 
end to massacres in 
government-controlled areas 
and called on pro- 
government radio stations to 
stop broadcasting propag^- 
da which they say incites vio- 
lence. 

The talks are being held at 
UNAMIR headquarters, in 
the Amaboro Hotel, with 
UNAMIR d e p u t y 
commander-in-diief Gfeneral 


Henry Anyidoho of Ghana 
preriding. 

Kigali remained extremely 
tense Saturday, particularly 
in the southwestern Nyamir- 
ambo district, bastion of the 
Hutu militia whidi has been 
partly beaten the rebels. 

Fighting broke out be- 
tween government and rebel 
troops April 6 when an air- 
craft carrying the presidents 
of Rwanda and Burundi 
crashed under mysterious dr- 
cumstances on approadi to 
Kigali Airport in Rwanda, 
killing boA leaders. 
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Blast rocks Hungarian parliament 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — An explosive device went off near a 
doorway to the Hungarian parliamnet bufldmg early Satur- 
day. shattering nearly windows but causing no injories, 
according to police quoted on Hunj^an ra<bo. They gave 
no other details, saying only the dev%» went off around 2:30 
a.m. (0430 GMT) near the little-used doorway. The left 
returnra to povrer in Hungary in late May when the 
Hungarian Sodalist Party (MSZP) won the oountiy’s second 
free elections since the of the Communist regiiiie in 1S190. 


India to keep nuclear option open 


of history.” The initiasive by Frendi I^esident Prancens 
Kfitteirand to inrite the Gcnnan stridiers to jmn the Bastille 
Day Parade on July 14 as p^ of the Fran co-German 
Eurocorps caused controversy in France. On Wednesday, 
former President Valery Giscard d*Esuing questioned tte 
wisdom of Mr. Mitterrand's decision, during a televised 
appearance. Tears filled his eyes as be recalled the German 
occupation of Paris when he was a schoolboy. Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur. a conservative, said Friday that 
be had not been consulted over tbe dedsioo although be did 
not disapjHove. But be suggested that German members of 
tbe reristance should also be invited. 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India said Saturday it would not give 
Dp its option to build nnclear weap^ despite Western 
pressure to open its nudear fadhties to international 
inspection. ”We do not want to gjve up the choice of 
produdng a bomb,'* said Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao in a spe^ to offidals of the ruling Congress Party. 
India exploded a nudear bomb in 1974, but maintains that 
its atomic energy programme is mainly, for genmting' 
electridty and not for building a nudear arsenal. Indi a has 
refiised to sign the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NFT) 
and open its hsdf-dozen nudear plants and laboratories to 
inteinationtd inflection to ensure that tbe spent fuel is not 
diverted ^ defence purposes. Many western experts 
believe that India and Pakistan, both capable of produdng 
nudear weapons, came close to a nudear war dui^ border 
tensioDS in 19^ and 1990. Tbe United States and other 
Western nations have tried to pressure India and Pakistan to 
stop tbdr nudw weapons programmes. Pakistan refuses to 
sign tte NFT un^ India does so. 


Malaysian king remembers Bosnians 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Malaysia's king appealed 
Saturday for a more com^hensive political fipiradi to 
end the saffering of Bosnian Muslims, vdiUe ur^ng local 
Muslims to strictly follow Islamic teadrings to ensure peace 
and prosperity. Tiuiku Ja'afar Abdul Rahman, in his 
mess^ to Muslims in conjunction with the Muslim New 
Year, Maal IBjrab, said be hoped the Organisatimi of the 
Idamic Conference would put on its “top agenda this year” 
efforts to help brin^ a quick end to tlK &»snian conflict. 
Predominantly Mudim h^aysia, which has bitterly conde- 
mned the Serbian offensive against the Muslims in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, recently called for an international conference 
to find a peaceful solution to the conflict. At home, 
Malaysian Muslims should “truly follow tbe teachings of 
Islam to ensure a peacefiil and profwrous Ufe,” tbe king 
said. Drug addiction, diild abandounent, living out of 
wedlock and wife and child abuse are becoming rampant but 
must be checked, he said. 


Firebombers target top store in London Pakistani party vows retaliation 


LONDON (AFP) — Exfrfoaves experts made -safe two 
firebombs fraud in a department store in London’s West 
End, police said, adding they had not ruled out the 
possibmty tiie Irish Republican Army |rianted the devices. 
The two bombs in cassette-like holders were found by staff 
hidden in on sale at Liberty's, Regent Street, which 

ranks with Hanods and Harvey hTidiols as a favourite for 
West Fnri sbqspers. The stcue and nearby buildijip were 
evacuated and a stretch of Regent’s Street sealed cm for a 
short time. 


Mafia turncoat surrenders in Italy 


ROME (AFP) — A mafia turncoat who played a key role in 
a probe into the car-bomb killing of anti-mafia Judge 
Giovanni Falcons has given himself up 24 hours after 
escaping from a secret detention she, pohee said Saturday. 
Mario Santo Di Matteo, arrested in June 1993 for involve- 
ment in tbe Falcone assassination a year earlier, surrendered 
to police overnight in the small town of Terni, 100 
kilometres north of here. Inspectors from Italy's anti-mafia 
h ri^rfi* took him to an unt^losed site an d Ro man and 
Sicilian magistrates are to question him Saturday, court 
officials sad. Mr. Di Mat^, whose revelations enabled 
police to put toge^”* a precise reoonstnictioo of tbe Falcone 
murder, vanished late Thursday aftn the father of another 
turncoat was found hanged in Mr. Di Matty’s home village- 
in SUdly. Police said they believed Mr. Di Matteo had run 
away out of fear there might be a mafia revenge attadc on 
him. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Tbe self-exiled leader of Pakistan's 
large Urdu-ree^ng community has threatened stixMig 
relation alter a spedal court sentenced him to life 
imprisonment, it was reported here Saturday. “Tbe cmera- 
tion of the masses would now begin,” Altaf Hussain told the 
Pakistani Engti^-language The News newspaper in a 
telqrhone interview from London. Mr. Hussain, bead of 
Motejir Qaumi Movement (MQM), and 18 other top 
leaders of the ethnic^based party, most of whom are at large, 
were convicted by tbe Sfmal Court for Suppression of 
Terrorist Activities Thursday, Based in Karachi — capital of 
tbe trouUed ^nd province where most Mohajiis live in tbe 
main urban centres — the court found the MQM leaders 
guilty of involvement in tbe kidnapping of an army officer 
about two years ago. Mr. Hussain, wto has been living in 
London for more ffian two years, was sentenced to 27 years, 
vdiile the others were sentenced to 30 years in jail e^. In 
the interview F^. Hussain slammed wbai he called “the 
troika of corrupt army generals, corrupt bureaucracy and 
feudal and c^talist politicians.” “Now I will reveal to tbe 
public all the sensational secrets \riiich I have so far kept in 
my heart... as to bow tbe troika was putting the country's 
interests at stake to achieve their nefarious goals,” hw. 
Hussain said. 


Blasts cause slight damage in Athens 


Kohl welcomes French invitation 


BIELEFELD, Germany (AFP) — German <Aancellor 
Helmut Kohl Satimiay welcomed France's inyitation to 
German troops to join the Bastille Day parade next month 
as a “fantastic thing.” In an interview with die daily Neuc 
Westfaeliscbe Zeituog, Mr. Kohl recalled that the last time 
Germui soldiers marched down the Champs Elysees 
wbra they were taken prisoner after the fall of Paris to the 
allies at the end of World War n. “People spat on them, 
they were insulted. AndSO years later, there is this invitation 
from the president of tbe French Republfc, is proof of 
France-German friendship,” he said. Mr. Kohl complained 
that “many people here have unfortunately lost dicir sense 


ATHENS (AP) — Four small explosions damaged parked 
vehicles and buildings in central Athens late Friday and eariy 
Stniday, police said. No one was injured. An anonymous 
caller told an Athens radio station that the anti-state stnugle 
mup claimed responsibility for planting an incenmi^ 
device that slightly damaged a private school bus shortly 
before midni^t. Another exfriosion at about the same time 
damaged an office block’s entrance, followed riiortly after 
by another that caused slight damage to a coffee wardiouse. 
Two hours later another explosion damaged privately- 
owned trnck and four cars just off fashionable Queen Sophia 
Avenoe. No one daimed responribitity for tbe three later 
explorions, a police spokesman said. He said that it was not 
yet dear kind of explosive devices had been used. The 
device planted under the school bus was made up of small 
catnip gas containers, officer said. He spoke on 
condition of anonymity, in accordance with Greek practice. 


Nigeria’s 

Abiola 

placed 

under 

house 


arrest 


LAGOS (AFP) — Mosbood 
AUoia, tne prttumed winner 
of Nigeria's preadential poll 
a year ago this weekend, was 
put under house arrest Satur- 
day as be prepared to declare 
a rebel government to mark 
tbe anniversary . 

Mr. Abk^a, Nigeria's main 
opposition leader, had been 
threatened with arrest on 
charges of treason if he went 
aheu with plan to set up a 
“government of national uni- 
ty” Sunday, anniversary of 
the June 12, 1993 election 
that itt was widely seen as 
having won by a large major- 
ity. 

He had agreed to pcstpone 
iht inauguration of bis rival 
government from Sunday, 
but said it would take plare 
“in tbe next few days.” 

A dose aide to Mr. Abic^ 
said the Muslim bOBonaoe 
was placed under arrest at 
4:00 a.m. at his home in 
Dceja, a residential neigh- 
boi^ood to the north of the 
capital. 

An AFP correspondent on 
the scene said about 20 riot 
police armed with assault 
rifles were deployed outside 
his home and were bloddng 
anyone from entering or leav- 
ing tbe premises. 

Another 60 policemen and 
an armoured vehide were 
stationed at the entrance to 
the road leading to the Mus- 
lim billionaire’s readence, 
the correspondent said. Ab- 
out 100 Abiola supporters 
gathered not fer firoro tbe 
police cordon, but there was 
no sign of nmest. 

Last year’s poll was de- 
clared and fair by inter- 
national observers but annul- 
led by then junta leader 
Gener^ Ibrahim Babangida, 
who alleged irregiilarities. 

Gen. Rahangi^ was suc- 
ceeded by an interim dvQian 
administration, which gave 
way to General Rani Abacha 
who seized power last 
November. Gen. Abacha 
meanwhile is" to make a 
national address on radio ear- 
ly Sunday, his office said in 
Abuja. 

Mr. Abiola had aDOOunced 
be was going to be sworn in 
Sunday as president and bead 
of the army to oust what be 
described as tbe “illegal” 
military regime of (jen. 
Abadia. 

But Nigerian newspapeis 
Satiuday reported a letter by 
Mr. Abiola agreesog to de- 
lay Us declaration of a rival 
government for a few days, in 
response to a reraest by tbe 
Anglican Archnisbop of 
Nigeria, Abtodnn AdetUoye. 

Arch. Adetihtye was ci^ 
as having written to Mr. 
Abiola saying: “It is our in- 
tention fo .use that Sunday 
(June 12) for special prayers 
ror the peaceful restoration 
of demooacy to Nigeria.” 

hfr. Abiola wrote id repf)r: 
“As a man who respects the 
religious belief of our peofde 
and based on tbe unanimous 
advice of our leaders of 
NADECO, I confirm to you 
tbe po ff p o B fa w nt of the 
swearing-m ceremoDy.” 


Muslims 


denounce 

Philippines 


massacre, 

kidnappings 


MARAWI, Philippines 
(AFF) — Some 20,0001^p> 
no Mnstxms ranM in this 
soatbern city Satiuday, de- 


nouDcmg the massacre by 
" of 15 


Islamic extremists 
Qiristian bostaga and odier 
criminal activities, police 
said. 

The rally, attended by Vice 
President Joseph Estrada and 
armed f orces dnef General 
Arturo Eurile, came as talks 
with the extremists to free 22 
more Christian captives en- 
tered a second day on Basflan 
Island, soDthwest of here. 

Members of the radical 
Abu Sayyaf group, who 
rounded np foe hostages 
Wednesday and massacred 
them bours later, have 
warned they would kill tbe 
remaining captives if tbe 
military continned operations 
against them. 

ReporU to police head- 
quarters in Manila said secur- 
ity had been tightened <» tbe 
hostages to pfwent a possible 
rescue. The report said the 
captives bad been tied op and 
divided into three groups, 
guarded by 60 gunmen. 



Memben of Che BritiA Sofiy Eugiaecn Bomb 
Mspeeal Cult, CpL Anfe R n l h erfar J (kft) 
ad CpL Blicfc CaBag^au, aovhig wICb BriliA 


D.N. forces iu ccutral Benia geuCty r emove a 
Bve after caBed to lu vealigiC e 

■incs at a dieek-poiBt near ViCei (AFP ph^) 


Bosnia ceasefire signs ‘encouraging’ 


despite clashes, UNPROFOR says 


SARAJEVO (AFP)^ U.N. 
mtKf»t y i'rfBriala ggid SatOV- 
day oat were “encourag- 
ing signs that tbe warring 
factions were trying to 
observe the latest Booiian 
c easefi r e , 24 horns after it 
fofce. 

The comments de- 
,qate resnined fierce dashes 
m die ncwlheni town of Mag- 
laj Saturday morning, only 
yiffds from a U.N. Proteetioo 
Force base there, in what 
U.N. officials de sc r ib ed as 
tbe most «*****•*» fightin g in 
several weelte. 

“Both sides generally 
appear to be makmg an effort 
to oraq^ with the terms of 
tbe cessatioD of hostilities 
ag ree m e n t ,” said UNPR(> 
FOR spokesman Eric 
Chaperon. 

“Major activity b e tw een 
the pmtaes has deoeased snb- 
stantially however some 

ID K CCX* 

tarn w^ we are sa&fied, the 
was very quiet, trindi is 
very encomragmg. 

“As a first day it it not too 
bad,” he said “...We hope 
the fi^rtiug is not goag to 
resume ths morning,” he 
said. 

He said how e v er that some 
fi^Uing hmA taWw plae^ oiiw; 
the truce into rffcrt at 
midday (1000 GMI) 
notably in the tepons of Rib- 
nica, foebtemk in jaorthen 
Bosi^ and Brgule north of 
Sarajevo. 

The — (due 

to last a month — came into 
fbice Fruhty fidhmiu an 
agreement r rae fa e d in Gene- 
va between U.N. envoy 
Yasudn Afcadn and the war- 
ring Ihctions, 

loe tnwe is seen by mter- 
national medfatnre as a first 
step towards a dnrabfe cease- 
fire in tbe two-year-old war 
aUowing peace talks to get 
under way. 

£a tbe most serkias le- 
gorted violati op of the c eas e- 
fire, fierce fighting *—”""*** 
near the nortfaeni town of 


Magl^, acco rdin g to UN- 
roOroR officials based in 
the area. 

British U.N.. troops Iril- 
leted in a former school a few 
hundred metres from a front- 
line between Bosnian MnsHm 
and Serb forces said an in- 
tense exchange of artiDeiy 

and email arme fire CT Up t e d 

early Saturday morning. - 

A contingrat spok^man 
said it was the most violent 
dash they had witnessed in 
several weeks. He added that 
they had detected no drop in 
tbe intettsity of figfrtnm smee 
the came m to force. 

He said two 40 mm. shells 
lanrtaH not for from U.N. 
positions adding that tbe 
sdtra l ila^w ashit ^ uto- 
matic pnifire from Serb fanes. 
The fi gfrfiwg fidlowed clashes 
which lasted all Friday after^ 
noon. 

The UNPROFOR official 
said SeA finces were con- 
tinurng Saturday morning to 
refose access to U.N. mifitery 
o bs erv e rs trying to monitor 
the ceasefire in Serb-held 


In Be^rade Saturday, the 
deputy chief of the Bosnian 
Serb army, General MDan 
Gvero accused the Bosnian, 
government army of 
breadung the truce, accord- 
ing to die B«mian NewS 


areas. 

He added that talks to this 
end between U.N. and Boe- 
mui Serb were ex- 

pected to be held during the 
day Saturday. 

The U.N. commander in 
Bosnia, General Michael 
Rose, Friday said tbe U.N. 
observen i»H started de- 
ploying that day on the Bos- 
nian prvenuiient ride of the 
front. 

Late nidi^ the UJN. com- 
manrf in Bjodjak, west of 
Sarajevo precficted that the 
ceasefire could take up to 48 
hoPDS to BUpfement, as it 
would take that long for the 
Older to filter do wn to “the 
liA sdclier in hh trench.” 

hi a related development, 
rep ms e Dtetives of the Bos- 
nun govenuDCnt were (hie to 
meet Serb authorities at 
Sarajevo Airport during the 
day to disci» prisoner re- 
leases agreed under tbe 
Geneva aocoid. 


ffe fold Mndim fbroes bad 
carried out “c^ensives” in 
tile remons of Kimies and 
Donji Vaknf in sonmwesteni 
Bosm, and Vlask, Magjaj 
and Ooen in tbe north. 

“Bostdan Serb anny units 
dd not react to tbe Muslim 
proyocations, but if sedt 
to launch an offensive, we 
will behave in a military 
feshion," be added. 

In Istanbul, Turkey, 
NATO and the ccnmtries of 
tbe former Soviet Bloc ex- 
pressed frill support Friday 
for current efforts to negoti- 
ate an end to the fighting in 
Bosnia-Ifeizeggvma. 

Meeting as the North 
Atlantic (Operation Coun- 
cil (NACC), they urged all 
sides to die fighting to negoti- 
ate a compidiensive cease- 
fire and an early and duraJ^ 
setdement to the conflict. 

The NACC issued a state- 
ment endorsing the effmts of 
the so-called contact group 
on Bncnia, wliicfa comprises 
the Unit^ States, Russia, 
the Enropera Union and the 
Umted Natkms. 

Tbe duriiman of Friday’s 
meeting, NATO Deputy 
Secretary-General Silvio 
Balanrino, said: “There was 
consensns that we must ooo- 
timie our efforts despite tbe 
difficolties and frustration.” 

But be said nc^otiatiras 
could work only if the cease- 
fire was rereected. Ea^ re- 
ports from Bosnia iitdicatod 


several violations of the 
U.N.-brok ere d truce. 

The NAOC meeting also 
expressed Hs “deq> concern” 
about tenaons and potential 
conflict in such areas of ex- 
Yngi^avia as Vojvodina, 
Sandj^ Kosovo and parts of . 
Croatia. 


Army officer kills 7 in Sweden 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — A 
24-year-old army officer 
Biiu wl with an asmult rifle 
killed seven people and 
seriously wounded another 
eariy Saturday in the central 
Swedish town of Falun, 
police said. Authorities cal- 
led it tbe worst rioteut crime 
in modem Swedisb history. 

Five of those killed were 
young women who were serv- 
ing in the voluntary Women’s 
Army Auxiliary Corps, 
several sources told tb e 
Swedirii News Agency (TT). 
Two men who were passing 
by were also kflJed. 

Tbe gunman shot tbe vic- 
tims as tbCN walked through a 
park in Falon, about 230 
kilometres northwest of 
Stockholm. Tbe women were 
on their way home from a 
disco, Swedisb Television re- 
ported. 

“It was an execution,” 
police ^kesman Bertil Jans- 
son said. 

Two police officers who 


were called to the scene at 
2:30 a.m. (0030 GMT) tried 
to persuade the gunman to 
surrender, but be (^ned fire 
on than. 


said the massacre was tbe 
worst violent crime in mod- 
em Swedisb history. 


In tbe shootout, tbe gun- 
man was fait in the hip, but 
tee p(dice c^Bceis were unin- 
jured, Mr. Janssra said. 

One wounded woman was 
taken to Fahm’s hospital, 
where she was listed in se- 
lions condition. 


The gunman was taken to 
the same hospital. His name 
was not released, but tee 
army Issued a statement 
saying be was a second lieute- 
nant serving at the local army 


Army spokesman Tage 
Johans^ told TT that all 
army officers are issued 
weapons. 

A spokesman at the 
National Swedish Investiga- 
tion Department — the 
Swedisb eqaivalent of tbe 
FBI in tbe United States — 


“When it comes to the ' 
number of people dead at the ' 
same time, it’s the worst,” 
said the spokesman, who 1 
asked not to be nam^. 

The identities of the vic- 
tims had not been released tty ' 
Saturday afternoon. 

Police began questioning ' 
the gunman Satni^y mom-', 
ing and said be appeared . 
confused, TT report^. 

Police had not established '* 
a motive, but said there was 
no direct connection between 
the gunman and his victims. I 
Tliere was also no indication * 
that be had been drinking, 
police said. -• 

Fahm, which has a popala-'.' 
tion of 50,000, is mainly an ' 
industrial town with most 
people employed in the min- 
ing and chemical industries. 

It is also a winter sports ; 
resort. 


Japanese emperor begins U.S. tour 


ATLANTA, Geot^a (AFP) 
— Japan’s i^peror Akihito 
and Empress Miefaiko Friday 
laid a wreath on tee grave of 
civil rights leadier Martin 
Luther Kin^ here on tee first 
stop of their 17-day goodvrill 
tour of the United States. 

The Japanese royal couple 
paid homage to the black 
leader’s ^vesite at the Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. Centre for 
Non-violent Social Change 
and spoke to his widow, 
Coretta Scott Ki^. 

Emperor Akihito and Mrs. 
King talked as they walked 
around a wading pool sur- 
rounding Rev. IQng’s tomb, 
wbile Empress Miciiiko and 
Rev. King’s eldest son, Mar- 
tin Luther King II, strolled 
behind them. 

The couple bowed respect- 
fully at the tomb of the slain 


dvfl rights leader wbile some 
dvil ri^ts activists called the 
visit hypocritical given what 
they raid is Japan’s racism 
toward blacks. 

“I found Japan to be the 
most racist nation in tbe 
woild,” said dvil ri^ts activ- 
ist Hosea Williams, who vi- 
ated Ja{^ in 1983. “I bem 
this visit is the beginning of a 
new relationship between 
Aftfcan-Americans and the 
Japanese.” 

Japanese politicians stirred 
tbe ire of blades here over 
insulting remarks and ne^- 
tive advertising images while 
Japanese firms operating, 
hoe have been accused of 
diaaiminati^ apinst blacks 
and ICspanics. 

Atlanta was the first stop 
of the 11-dty tour that is 
aimed at promoting goodwill 


and friendriiip between the 
two countries. EarHer in tbe 
day, the couple had lundi 
with former Prerident Jimmy 
Carter. 

Tbe royal cou|rie goes~on 
to Qiarieston. South Caroli- 
na where they will meet with 
town leaders and dine with 
local Japanese buaness lead- 
ers. 

Japanese Ambassador to 
tbe United States Takauazu 
Kuriyama said the trip to the 
picturesque colonial sootheni 
town was intended to better 
acquaint the imperial couple 
with tee south's history. 

Tbe last virit to the United 
States by a Japanese monaidi 
was ma(le in 1975 by Emper- 
or Akfliito's fether Emperor 
Ifinteito, who co mman ded 
the Japanese Imperial Army ■ 
during World war n. 




i4k.i 




— .M 


Sports 


Sampras rallies to avoid upset 
at Queen’s Club tournament 


LONDON (AP) — Top seed 
Pete Sanpras saved a match 
l^t in me second set and 
lalfied to defeat surprising 
Swe^ Jan ApeD 3-6, 7-6 
(^5^, 6-2 Saturday in the 
semifinals of the Queen’s 
Qub grass-court tournament. 

Sampras, frustrated by 
Apell’s return of service in 
me' first two sets, tinned tte 
m^tch around with five 
ttEsi^ points after going* 
2-S in the second set 
tiebreaker. 


One game earlier, the 
wdrid No. 1 stayed alive wiA 
a servioe whmer on matdi 
p^t. 

' 'T wasn’t worried about 
match point because it 
was on my serve,” Sampras 
said. “But then 1 was 2r5 
down in die tiebreaker tiiat 
followed and 1 was con- 
cerned. It was in his hands to 
lirih. I got hidcy.” 

'A bnUUmt forehand 
sing shot down the line 
Sampras back to 3-S 
in the tiebreaker. He tiien 
followed with three more 
acmners and bis lOtii ace of 
match. 

~^kpeU broke S ampras to 
start tile third set and held 


won only five more points as 
Sampras reeled off the final 
six games. 

Sampras, enjoying his best 
run at Queen’s, vdlTplay ^ 
winner of the match between 
No. 5 seed Todd Martin of 
the United States and South 
African qualifier Christo van 
Rensbi^ in Sund^s final . 

Martin was lo-aHriig 4.1 fn 
the first set when play was 
halted by a bomb scare. 
Police evacuated the grounds 
while a search was carried 
out. 

Apell, ranked 127th in the 
world and better known for 
his doitoles {^y, nearly pul- 
led his third upset (rf the 
week by fending off Samprm’ 
serve with sharp retnm win- 
ners and low haU-voUeys that 
the American had trouble 
putting away at the net 

Sampras was also unable to 
gain even a break point 
. agaiiBt Apell’s strong left- 
handed serve until tiie tiiird 
set 

The American was so un- 
settled by Apell’s game that, 
after loSng a point on a 
perfect passing shot in tiie- 
.lOtb gauM of the second set 
Sampras held up both hands 


&:hool exams, spending 
checks keep Saudi soccer 
fans away from World Cup 


RIYADH (AP) — Soccer- 
crazy Saudis are not rushing 
to buy tickets for the World 


Cup soccer games in the Un- 
ited States even tiurash their 


i^ States even tiurag^ their 
nationai team is playing in 
the finals for the first time, 
tour operators reported 
Saturday. 

Travel agency executives 
blamed tins on the timing of 
the games, which kidt off 
June 17. That coincides rritii 
the annual school and uni- 
versity e xflnrina riniw. 

‘*The games are one month 
too eaity," said Zainal Ati 
Reza, director of the Jeddah- 
based Ali Reza Travels, one 
of; the two Saudi tour oper- 
afoisunthorised to W qrid_ 
Cop.tidcets. 

A senior educatiem minis- 
tpr official scotched qiec^- 
tion that the examinafions 
would be postponed to 
accommodate soccer fans. 

“The final examinations 
will start on sdiedule cm June 
25,’* Abdullah A1 Zeid, 
director'^SDeral of education 
in the Rm Sea port dty of 
Jiddah was qnot^ as saying 


iadustiy executives 


said a tight dieck ra spending 
by the gove rnm ent could be 
another reason why Saodb 
are not travelling abroad as 
much. 

A diplomat at tiie U.S. 
embassy also noted that few- 
er Saudh than expMted have 
wp^ed for U.S. visas. 

The number of Smidi ap- 
plications being processed 
tins month is the same as last 
year 300 a day. 

“There’s been no 9 ‘ant in- 
crease,” he said, dedming to 
be named under emb^^ 
rules. 

The other operator. 
Riyadh-based Al Tayar 
Travel Croup, is writing off 
Josses after spending heavily. 
oiT'adveitirii^ Woild Gap 
trips in Saudi newsp^iers. 

Officials said it has sold 
only 200 tickets, a fraction of 
the expected demand, and 
does not expect any last- 
minute rush. 

Ali Reza plans to marimt 
its unsold stock in tiie United 
States, bnt is pinning its 
hopes on the final roui& in 
San Francisco and Los 
Angeles generating some in- 
terest. 


FURNISHED LUXURIOUS APARmElfT 


Witfi an area of 335 sq.m., 2nd floor, 3 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, dining room, salon, Irving room, modem 
kitchen, two large balconies, laundry room, room, 
car parit, telephone, no water problem. Location: 4th 
Circle, vety close to German, Greek and Korean embas- 
sies. 

TeL: 666018, 16KW a.in. to 1KM p.m. 



Presents 



.Dinner Concert Matinee Concert 

June, leth 1994 - 8:00 pm June. 17th 1994 - 7:00 pm 
Grand Ballroom Around the Pool 

JD 22.000 Inclusive JD 7.000 inclusive 


Win Two Tickets 

iAmman - Paris - Amman & Free Accommodation 


Many Other Prizes 

Jrench Week 


Sponsored by: 


and bowed in tribute to the 
24-yeaKrid Swede, drawing 
applause from the crowd. 

“For a while there he was 
kicking my butt,” Sampras 
said. 

ApeQ, playing his first ma- 
jor event on the surface, was 
attempting to add Sampras to 
his list of imprmave scaurs 
this week, wfaidi indudM 
^ass*co^ specialists Goran 
Ivanisevic sad Marie Wood- 
forde. 


*T was surprised to be in a 
pqation to beat him,” ApeU 
said. “I was mentally tired in 
the third set. I had never 
ei^ected to get to mat^ 
pmnt or get tiiat dose and in 
the end I just couldn’t take 
anymore.” 

The tiMirnament is often 
seen as a harbinger for 
Rfimbledon, tmt ApeU won’t 
be making his fiik siules 
appearance at tiie AU um- 
land Clnb this year. I& 
world ranking is too low to 
get a place in the main 
drawn, and rather tiian go 
through the nqoaJifying 
tournament at Roeban^iton 
next week, be said he said he 
wfli opt imliead for tiie regu- 
lar tom event in Mandiester. 
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Spain beat 
Canada 2-0 



MONTREAL (AFP) — 
Spain beat Canada 2-0 here 
Friday in a game which 
pleased coach- Javier 
Qemente as they fine-tune 
their World Cup challenge. 

Striker Julio Salinas 
beaded Spam into the lead 
after 10 miiiutes and five 
minutes from time Juan Cas- 
tano, his partner in attack, 
scored the second goal. 

In between the two strikes, 
Spain were relentless in 
attack but Canada, who 







failed to qualify for the USA 
World Cnp finals, were 
equally dogged in defence. 

Canadian keeper Paul 
Dolan was in brilUaiit form, 
saving a powerfol drive from 
Lms-umqne Martinez after 
20 minutes. 

The Spaniards had sevmi 
shots on target, bnt Doran 
was equal , to all bnt two. 

In Toronto Sunday, Spain 
oontiime their wann-up prog- 
ramme with a match against 
another strong World Cop 
qualifier, the Netiieriands. 




sv-' rvA^' 




Woriters hillate a large ^obe of the wreU Friday in 
preparation for the Worid Cup opening ceremony at Soldier 


Field in Chfea^. Tbe World Cup wfil begin in one week at 
SohUer Flefal with worid-champkin Germany being Bolivia 
June 17 after the opcolng oeremoiiy (AFP photo) 


Eltiot loses legal 
battle over tackle 


LONDON (AP) ^ Former 
Chelsea soccer player Paul 
Elliott lost a high court suit 


Friday against Weltii ;lDten» . challenge. 


tiioa^t Eliott was gmhy of 
dangerous play and that 
Saunders a leptimate 


stays 

mum on FI 


DETROIT, Midngaii (AFPI 
— Er^Jand’s Ni^l ManseU, 
third m early quatifring for 
the Detroit Indy-car Grand 
ITix, remained sileat Friday 
about negotiations to lore 
him beck mto Formula One 
racing. 

WUJiains race team offi- 
cials have said they want 
back. U.S. reports 
have said Haas, co- 
owner of ManseU’s Indy-car 
ride, wfll not stand in Man- 
seU’s way of drirdng in six FI 
races that do not conflict with 
Indy-car events. 

“Nigel IS fuUy committed 
to drivinjg in aU 16 Indy-car 
races this year,” Newman- 
Haas team spokesman 
Mldiael Knight said. “Hie 
guy is fuUy committed to 
attempting to defend the 
Indy-car series chamfnonship 
he won last year.” 

Knig ht did not address any 
possible part-season FI bid 
by ManseU, who has strug- 
gled tiiis season. ManseU’s 
best finish this season was 
second at Long Beach. A 
low-speed blow from behind 
a less-experienc^ racer 
took him out of Indianapolis 
S(X) contention, a fate Man- 
seU said stiU bothers him. 


tional Dean Saunders over a 
tackle which ended his 
career. 

Justice Maurice Drake 
ruled that striker Saunders 
and his then dub Uverpool 
were not to blame for the 
knee ligament injury. 

Elliott, 30, was considered 
an almrau certain England 
pla^ of tiie future and was 
an integral part of Chelsea’s 
team. He had sought £1 mil- 
lion ($1.5 miilion) in dam- 
ages. 

“Natnraliy 1 am dis- 
appointed,” EUiott said after 
the niiiog was announced. 
“Now 1 just want a weU- 
eained rest.” 

Asked if he would ^>peal, 
ElUott said, “I wouldn’t say it 
is out of the question.” 

Saunders, who now plays 
for Aston VUla. said, “AU I 
can say is that we should 
never have been here In the 
first place.*’ 

Several leading playera 
gave evidence s^;ainst Saun- 
ders. But Drake said he was 
impressed with tiie evidence 
of the match referee, one of 
the linesmen and. the re- 
feree’s assessor, who all 


“My strong impression was 
that he was telling the truth 
when he said bis intent was 
only on gcring for tiie baU and 
it was instinct wfacb, at the 
last minnte, made him take 
both feet off the ground in an 
attempt to avom (mbaUy 
serions injury to himself,” 
the ju(^e said. 

Saunders’ attorney, John 
Smith, said outride the court: 
“If this action bad ssuc- 
ceeded, the game may not 
have b^n the same in the 
future. All players would be 
worried about making a chal- 
lenge for the baU in case it 
resulted in injury to tiieir 
opponent and that they 
-vrould be sued as a resnlt.^ 


EUiott claimed Saunders 
cost him two of the most vital 
years of his career as he was 
on the verge of making the 
En^buid team, and effected 
his future prospects as a 
coach. 

He now faces legal costs 
unofficially estimated at 
$500,000 ($750,000). 

The jnd^ offered his sym- 
pathy to EIBot, whom he 
described as a “rising star.” 


Vietnam soccer scoop 
goes beyond the grave 


HANOI (AFP) — Vietnam’s 
entfansiasm about the World 
Cnp, to be broadcast live here 
for the fost time, has readied 
sndi a fever fritdi tiiat one 
newqraper has pudied its 
search m a scoop into a new 
realm. Lev Yashin, the Rus- 
sian goalkeeper renowned as 
one m the greatest ever, gave 
his appraisal of the 24 goal- 
keepers in the teams for the 
Worid Cup finals in a spedal 
World Cup edition put out by 
the Youth PubUshing House. 

Yashin also told an inter- 
viewer from the “Sports in 
Russia” magazine from 


where the Vietnamese pub- 
Hcation took its artide that he 
would be traveUiug to the 
United States during the 
month-long finals to attend 
the presentation of a football 
award bearing his name. 
“Everybody considers me a 
good example. Therefore I 
should Uve the rest of my life 
in a deserving, way,” Yashin 
said of his ambitious for the 
ftitiire. 

‘ Sadly for the footbalUog 
worid, and for the new^p- 
ers, Yashin died in M^h 
1990, three months before 
the last Worid Cup in Italy. 


MAJOR APPOINTMENT 
Leading Auto Battery Manufacturer 


Seeks a 


Production Manager 


Required Qualiflcations: 


1- B.Sc. in Industrial Engineering preferably from 
a German or U.S. University, with a Chemical or 
Mechanical background. 


2- Minimum five years experience in the field of 
manufacturing with appropriate managerial skills. 


3- Fluency in written and spoken English & Arabic 


are essential. Knowledge of German is an asset 


4- Willing to relocate abroad if required . 


5- Age between 28- 40.' 


Please send your C.V.in strict confidence to : 


The Chairman 
PM Appointment " 
P.O.Bo.x 739 
Amman 11118 


Brazilian stars tipped tq 
shine in World Cup 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — 
Bebeto may be a cryb^ and 
Romano an egoistic load- 
montii. 

But those who have witnes- 
sed their standout perform- 
ances and rivalry in toe Span- 
ish league this season would 
predict them to be among toe 
stais of toe World Cnp. 

Romario leading the 
le^e in scoring and record- 
ing his 30to in a final-day 5-2 
victory over Sevilla as Barce- 
lona won its fourth strai^t 
league title. 

Bebeto, Spain’s leading 
scorer last season, paced De- 
portivo la Coruna to toe 
le^ue lead for most of the 
season, only to be oveitaken 
by his countryman and Bar- 
celona on toe final day. 

“I don’t think toere’U be a 
better ftontlioe in the World 
Cup tins summer than 6 ra 2 il 
with Romario and Bebeto,” 
said Barcelona-based Euro- 
pean soccer journalist Gra- 
ham Turner. 'The Dutch 
side may have a top forward 
line, but there’s sometiiing 
Different about toe skill of 
toe Brazilians. 

“They're brought up play- 
ing soccer and vraen tii^’re 
placed in the right team 
they’re unbeatable.” 

^Tiile Bebeto and Romar- 
io recognise each other’s 
merits and know they synthe- 
sise perfectly on the Brazilian 
national team, the two 
appear to be virtual 0 |^ 7 osttes 
in personality and play. 

In a typied rags-to-riches 
sto^, Romario de Souza 
Faria was bom and learned to 
play ball in toe slums of Rk) 
de Janeiro. 


At 19, the short but 
lightning-footed player 
tamed professional fbr Vasco 
da Gama and began a career 
that would bring him to 
Dutdi dub PSV Eindhoven 
in 1988 for a reported $6 
million. 

In 1993, be transferred for 
another $4 million to Barce- 
lona, where he has consisp 
tently left fans and opposing 
goalkeepers raping in awe at 
his flas^ brilUance. 

“He’s absolutely an excep- 
tional player. He does tinngs 
people just don’t eiqwct aM 
in a one-toKme situation be is 
easily toe best in the world,” 
Tomer said. 

Romano’s defect as a play^ 
er is that be is lazy and is 
nnHkeiy to react untfi he gets 
toe ball at his feet. Tmsn, 
however, there’s often no 
stopping him. 

Off toe field he has also 
made a name for himself. 

Long known as a loud- 
mouth — one journalist de- 
scribed him as- bavii% a*' 
“chronically swollen ego” — 
his faialHt oif telling Brazilian ' 
coaches what they should do 
and how wonderful he is re- 
sulted in him being left off 
toe 1990 World Cop team. 

But Romario bad toe last 
say when Brazil, vriiidi per- 
formed miserably in Italy, 
bowed to pt^miar demand 
and called him back for their 
cmdal World Cup quafifying 
game agairat Uni^y last 
Septemter. He scored both 
go^ in a 2-0 victory tiiat put 
Brazil into the World Cup. 

But while Romario is rare- 
ly out of the limelight, 
^beito Bebeto’ Gama de 


Olivmra 


to be almost 


Depoitivo, however, has 
been permanently among tiie 
top three teams snee he 
joined, no wnafl feat for a 
side tiiat only earned promo- 
tion to die first tfivision in 
1991. 

And his slender pfayaque 
fhas-QOt stoi^ied him peiM- 
rating opp^tion defences 
and fi oito^ s ixth in leuK 
scoring -witaT 6 ' goa]s',n^' 
season he scored 

“Bebeto doesn’t sLeqi if he 
doesn’t score and and you 
can almost see the suffering 
on his face,” Martinez raid. 

For 'Dimer, Bebeto and 
Romario complement eadi 
other peif^y. 

And vriule Romario makes 
the 9 gn ctf tiM cross for every 
goal be slams home, Beb^ 
readily tells rqxnters: “God 
gave me tins talent, I only 
wish all yonn^ters were 
addicted to scoring goals like 
me.” 


FOR RENT Fanushed Luxury VfDa 


Prime location in the University of Jordan area, 650 
sq. metre modem split-level design. Fully furnished, 
including all electronics & appliances. Clonsists of 4 
bedrooms, including 1 master, 4 bathrooms, iuxu- 
rious library, 2 l^e reception halls, living room, and 
a guest entertainment large hall with fireplace, bar, 




and sauna, 5 large terraces overlooking university 


view, 3 sunrooms, maid suite, folly equipped kitchen 
and dining room, telephone provided, interiom 
system, three car oarage. Landscaped garden with 
a waterfall Crystal chandeliers. Marble floors & 
carpet. Roit: JD 2,060/nioiith. 

For inquiries call: 862811, 10:00 a.m. to 5ril0 p.m. 
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WAIT FOR THE PLEASANT SURPRISE ! 


V.V.SOON 




Bom in 1964, he also has 
had a highly successful 
though less flamboyant- 
career as a member of Bra-- 
zO’s world dianqrkm junior 
side in 19^. 

“He’s so imassnmiiig, you • 
.feel like shaking him scune- 
times,” said Alberto Mar- 
tinez, who covers Deportivo 
for toe regional El Cmeo 
Gallego paper. 

Bebeto got tiie name of 
being sometimig of a cryba^ 
because he was legulaily in- 
jured when he playki in Bra- 
zil. Expm thought he was 
too fragile to fray in toe 
competitive European 
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Knicks beat Rockets 
to even NBA series 


HOUSTON (R) — TTie New 
■ ork Knidcs, using a 
offence and soff fourth- 
<iuarter defence, closed die 
same with a 15-4 mn to beat 
the Houston Rockets 91-83 
Friday and earn a 1-1 split on 
toe road in the NBA finals. 

“The playoffs don't get in- 
teresdns unto the home team 
loses. But we cannot get 
light-headed," said New 
York coach Riley. 

"I thought their defence 
was the deciding factor in the 
game tonight," Houston 
coach Rudy Tomjanovich 
said. 

The New York starting 
guards redeemed themselves 
after woeful shooting in the 
finals c^iener. 

John Starks scored 19 
points on 6-fbr-ll foo ting , 
3^-4 from ^point distance. 
Derek Harper was 7-for-ll 
for 18 points, 4-of-6 from 
long ran^. Starks and Har- 
per had three steals apiece. 

Centre Patrick Ewing, 
added 16 points along vrith a 
game high 13 rebminds, six 
blocked shots, two assists and 
two steals. 

'T thought we accelerated 
our game. I didn't score but I 
everything else, rebound- 
ing the ball, blod^g sh^, 
making passes,” said Ewing. 

Hie best-of-spven series 
now moves to New Yoik for 
games three tiirough five. 

“You want to come in here 
and get both games, but well 
settle for a sput,” said Starks, 
who had shot just 3-for-18 in 


ganie one. 

NBA most valuable player 


Hakeem Olmuwon, gnawt^ 
at ti me s hy Ewing, Anthony 
Mason, Charles Smith or 


Charles Oakley, led Houston 
with 25 points. Vernon Max- 
well, who also shot badly in 
game one, improved to oof- 
17 for 20 points. Robert 
ly was next high with 11 
points. 

Otis Thorpe led the Rock- 
ets with 12 rebminds. 

After starting the fourth 
quarter down 72-65, the 
Rockets used an 11-4 run to 
draw even, foen took their 
first and only lead of the 
second half at 79-76 widi 6Vi 
mmotes to go in the fourth 
quarter. Vernon Maxwell 
Converted a breakaway and 
foul shot off a long pass finom 
Thorpe. 

“We made a run and even 
got the lead but Harper made 
some Ug, Ug shots,” said 
Toffljancmdi. 

Happer hit a 3^)ointer to 
put me Knicks up for good as 
the knicks scored eight 
strain points to go up 84-79, 
and after an Olajuwon bas- 
ket, Haiper hit another three 
to key a five jxrint nm that 
made it 87-81. Two free 
throws by each team pro- 
duced the final score. 

“You've got to give them a 
lot of credit. They played a 
great defensive game on the 
road. Hieir guards made 
some big shots,” said Tom- 
jaoovich. 
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Croatian forward of FC Porto LjnbiidKO Dra- soeoer match Friday in Usbou. FC Forto beat 
fork (centre) straggles with ^lohiiig's PUulo Sporting 2-1 and wffl go to Enropean Cop 
Sonsa (right) daring the Portaguese final Cop Wimiae Cup dext soccer season (AFP photo) 


WOMEN’S WORLD BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Brazil eliminate U.S., 
to meet China in final 


Plans for Capriati 
lawsuit dropped 

ored eiffht JL JL 





U.S. approves Nigerian flights 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Nigeria Airways fdanes caring 
the natimi’s World Cup team and its nq^orteis will be 
allowed to fly to the United States only after security checks 
in Senegal, U.S. officials said Friday. The conditional 
approval granted by the U.S. Department of Transportation, 
whidi had objected to fU^its from Nigeria because of udiat it 
termed a iadc of effe^ve securi^ measures at the La^ 
airport Paul Gretcfa, director of the Office of Intematk^ 
Aviation said all Nigerian World Cup flights must stop at 
Dakar, Senegal, \riiere all passcngm and baggage will be 
off-ioa^ and screened by security officers, uliicfa will 
oouduct a seardi of the aircf^ No cargo or passengers may 
be carried on flints retnniing from U.S. aiipofts to Seo«al 
after delegations have airh^, nor from Sene^ to ^ 
United States in coming bade to pidt the l^genan group, 
Gretdi said. No flints between U.S. cities were pennftted m 
the conditums. 

Clinton toattend World Cup match 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — President BiU Clinton has 
accepted an hmtation to attend a Wcxrld Cim soccer match 
June 17 in Chicago, die White House said Friday. CUnton 
will attend the opening game at Soldier Hdkl in Chicago, the 
White House said. Vke-Preridem A1 Gore was also mt- 
pected to attend the efaamptonship ganw at the Rose Bowl in 
Pasadena. California July 17, according to press rqiorts. 

Laudrup signing delayed 

GLASGOW, Scotland (AP) — Rai^eis' fS^nillion ($4.5 
milfion) agning of Dan^ interntionm Brian Laodiw has 
been d^yed. Laudnip was due to fly to Glasgow Frioay to 
9gn his contract, but a problem over payments between his 
Fiorentiiia and AC Milan, to wh^ he was loaned last 
season, has put Ae signing back. Offidal confiimation of the 
deal may have to wait until eariy next week. 

Karolyi, Zmeskal end retirement 

WORCESTER, Massachusetts (AFP) — Former world 
monastics champion Kim ZmestaJ, retired sinoe the 1992 
Olympics, has rediscovered her love for die sport and Inred 
coach Bela Karolyi back with her. Zmeskal, who performed 
an eidubitioD here Friday, plans to diallenge for a place on 
die 1996 U.S. Olympic squad with once-retired Kanriyi 
guding her. "We’re here to add a little spice to gymnastics,” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAHNAH HIRSCH 


FI.ND THE RIGHT SLIT 


Bi4h \’uln«rablc .SV,nh deals 
.NORTH 

♦ K Q J 
J 6 3 2 
5 2 

« A Q 10 6 
WEST EAST 

*85 *iO 76432 

' Q 10 8 9 

Rqj 87643 

♦69743 ♦a 
SOLTH 

♦ A 9 

' A K 7 5 4 
A 10 8 

♦ K 5 2 
The biddinir 

North Esat South WmI 

1 ♦ Pan 1 Pan 

2 Pan 6 Pan 

Pan Pan 

Opening lead' King of 
“My dear Hostings, more orten 
than not things that seem toi> ea»> 
really are ;ust that. However, tbai 
does not mean that w« shcjld forget 
about the liule gray^ ceils and do 
things auinmaiKKliy!“ 

Hercule Poimt. (hr faini>us Bel- 
giarr detective, was relating after an 
evening of duplicate at the club. He 
and his friend. Capi Hastings, had 
Come in Tirsi. thanks in large part to 
the above hand, which occasioned 
the cimments. 

“You see. once you could do no 


more than make a simple raise io 
hearts I gave up all thoughu of a 
grand slam and simply bid what I 

felt we could make. I must edmnm 
that, after the king of diamundv 
lead, I was a little taken aback t<< 
Hod our c«niract wa> nm lavduwr. 

"Obviousiy. if the queen uf heart- 
came dnwT. all wnuld be well, but 
when the lady tailed ic appear in 
two Kiunds. my work was tut «a:i I 
would have t>i discard tw'i l<»ing 
diamonds before letting the nppn- 
nenis niff in. 

"The iibvious w-a,v wa» i" tackle 
spades Tirsi and the other drciarer- 
whn med that meih»d tailed when 
the third spade wa* mffed itnd the 
defenders cashed a diamxnd Rut 
no. the great Puiroi wa» n-.ii taken i.n 
by the quick pitch. 

' A litile thnughi showed that r^r 
the ci-niraci in succeed, three 
rountla Ilf clubs w%n:ld have to e>> 
ihmugh. s<i I Tirst cashed the ace 
and king of clubs \\*hen East. «h" 
had discarded un the srv><nd heart, 
also showed out on the second club, 
all was well. 1 finessed the ten oi 
clubs, discarded a diamond or. the 
queen of clubs and ool> then started 
un -padrs \^'hen West rutted the 
third spade. I had alreadc discardec 
my last diamond Logic, tn.v dear 
Hastings, logic . . ~ 


MIAMI (AP) » Jennifer 
Capriati diecked out of a 
substance abuse clinic Friday, 
accompanied by her mother 
and ai^iarently uncertain ab- 
ont li^ future. 

Capriati qient 33 days at 
Mount Sinai Medical Cratre 
following her arrest May 16 
for marijuana possession. 

Capriati’s father, Stefano, 
recently said she wmild be 
released from the hoqntal 
next Thursday. Her a^nt 
Barbara Perry said she did 
not know wtether Capriati 
left the treatment programme 
earlier than planned. 

“I’d prefer not to speculate 
on diat,” Perry said. ‘T really 
don’t know.” 

The ho^tal dedined to 
say whether Capriati com- 
pleted her pFOgramme before 
dep^ng. The 18-year-o!d 
tennis star left the Miami 
Beach bo^ital at mid- 
morning and dimbed into a 
Uack Volvo. 

Her father recently told the 
Italian sports daily La Gaz- 
zetta Dello Sport diat die 
would rejoin me family and 
leave Florida forever, 
perhaps moving to Italy. Her 
faflier is in Milan with her 
14-year-oId brother, Steven, 
who is to play in a junior 
tournament there next week. 

An expert on tibe treatment 
of sifostance abuse said three 
weeks is a standard duration 
for in patient care. The next 
phare r^jneaUy involves out- 
patient counselling,- often 
with group tberaOT mie to 
three times a week. 

“In the tramdtioDal phase, 
the person is b^nnmg to 
learn how to function in the 
real world again," said 
Roberto Malow, director of 
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JauLifer Capriati 

research and education at the 
University of Miami’s Addic- 
tion and Research Treatment 
Centre. 

“This is a chronic rel^ising 
disorder,” Malow said. “Peo- 
ple tend to fall down several 
times before they lick this 
problem.'’ 

According to pnbiidied re- 
ports, Capriati spent more 
chan a week in drag rehabi- 
litation in February. Ac- 
quaintances allege that Dq>- 
nati used crack cocaine ai^ 
heroin during a weekend par- 
ty before her arrest at a Coral 
Gables motel. 

“The more messy and 
chaotic your life is, the more 
likely you will relapse,” . 
Malow said. “A lot of tiie 
outcome is dependent not 
just on the individual bat on 
going back to an environment 
tiiat supports recovery.’’ 

Capriati, who turned pro 
just before her 14th birthday, 
left the WTA tour last yev 
after losing in the first round 
of the U.S. Open. Her fether 
said she will return to tennis, 
hot there has been no indica- 
tion when. 


Skah 

underlines 

ambitions 

with 

5,000m win 

SAINT-DENIS, France (R) 
— Moroccan kHrIM .Skah 
underlined his ambitions by 
beating world rec^ holder 
Haile Gebresilasie of 
Ethiofna over 5,000 metres at 
the Saint-Denis athletics 
meeting Friday. 

Skah, aiming at Gebresila- 
sie’s record of 12:56.% set six 
days ago, ontsprinted the ' 
Ethiopian to do« the third i 
fastest time of year in 
13:10.51 on a cool and windy 
ni^. 

“The race was okay but I 
didn’t feel too weU because 
Tve been sick,” said Skah, 
the Olympic champion over 
10,(XX) metres. 

“Gebreril^e was lucky 
triien he broke the record 
because the conditions were 
ideal,” he added. “I want the 
lecoid and I know I can have 
it." 

CSebresUasie was the first 
to attack with 600 metres to 
go but Skah reristed before 
making his move 200 metres 
fr'ia tile finish 

Former world 400 metres 
buidles champion Samuel Ma- 
tete of Zambia, who docked 
^ fastest time of the season 
in 48.11 seconds in Rome 
Wednesday, confirmed he 
was on form by winning his 
race easily in 48.82. 

Olympic diamfnon Derar- 
tu tSiIu of Ethiopia was 
equally impressive in the 
women’s 10,000 metres beat- 
ing compatriot Merima De- 
nlrora. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — BrezU 
produced the upset of the 
women’s world basketball 
championships here Satur- 
day, eliminating the United 
States and enefing their un- 
beaten 21-game record stem- 
nuM back 11 years. 

The BraziHans sent their 
fans dandng to the samba 
beat in the stands with their 
110-107 win vriiicb set up a 
Sunday final with China, 66- 
65 winners earlier over host 
nation Australia in the first 
semi-final. 

The United States, winners 
of the last two worid cham- 
irions, play off for the bro^ 
medal agmnst Australia. 

Tt was the South American 
champions’ third win over the 
UnitM States in a world 
diampionship following prior 
successes, 5o-44 in 1967 and 
29-23 in 1953. 

it was the remarkable Hor- 
tenda Oliva, the 34-year-old 
forward with regal status in 
Brasil, who showed the way, 
scooping a game-high 32 
points. 

Her celebrated teammate, 
guard Paula Silva, clupp^ 
in with 29 points with the 
athletic Janetb Arcain contri- 
buting 22 points. 

Brazil, who were last-g^ 
winneis over Spain to qualify, 
for Saturday’s semi, shot 61* 
{ter cent from the fr^tiirow 
line. 

The Americans, whose 
field goal percentage was 


down around 45 per cent with 
82 per cent free throws, out- 
muraed the Brazilians in the 
rebounds, 39-29. 

The Sonth Americans led 
57-54 at half-time and only 
reiinquished the lead briefly 
in the second period when 
Ruthie B<riton-HoUfleld sunk 
a basket for a 92-91 lead with 
4:24 left. 

“This was our most impor- 
tant win as it gave us the 
credibility to go into our first 
world championship final,” 
said coach Miguel Angelo da 
Luz. 

'Ate win was a triumph for 
Afignel and his coarhing staff 
preitering his team to faire the 
Americans after coming off 
an emotional high in beating 
Spain inside the final SO 
seconds on Thursday. 

“We were up until three in 
the rnwning a^yshig ail the 
offensive and defensive 
schemes,” he said. ■ 

“Tactkal discipline was the 
key fecter and we never once 
Itelieve that we could not 
beat the United States and 
we didn’t let them open up 
tile game.” 

If the stadium reaction to 
the win is any guide, there 
should be wide^read rejoic- 
ing in Brazil over the vrin 
over the defending cham- 
pions. 

‘Tro sure this win will be 
received with a lot of baj^- 
ness in Brasal, but 1 hope the 


happiness is greater if we go 
back witii the tide,” s^- 
Miguel. 

American coach Tara VAn' 
Derveer paid tribute^ to tte' 
Brazilian performance^* 
saying; “They played v^‘ 
well within themselves, they 
didn't try to do things tbfn; 
weren’t there. ' 

“1 think Brazil mth tl^' 
offensive weapons are always' 
difficult, they had great 
side shooting, tiiey went -By* 
us. 

“We had people on our 
team not playing to th^- 
potential and tiiat’s very dis:. 
ai^inting, they Imow vriio' 
they are.” , 

Katrina McClain playei}- 
for all but two minutes and. 
finished witii 29 points mid an. 
impiressive total of 19 
bounds. 

Earlier, domineering 
Chinese centre Zheng Haixia 
ended Australia’s de^ratq 
attem(>t to reach the finU* 
before their own fans witii ‘Si 
devastating solo display. ' 
Haixia broke ftee the de»* 
fensive shackles to spearhead * 
Oiina into' the fin^ vrith-J* 
game-hig)i 36 points in a grip^ 
ping 66& win over tiie An-^ ' 
stralian. “ * 

It was a brave performance 
from Australia, who made.a 
dramatic turnaround from a 
20-point mauling in iRsi 
week's prelinuDary rounds-in 
Adelaide where Aina strol- 
led to an 87-67 victory. ; T 


Bobby Charlton knighted 


LONDON (AFP) — Eng- 
land’s BoU>y Chariton, one 
of the greatest football play- 
ers M all time, was kni^tra 
in the Qneen’s Birthday Hon- 
ours Saturday. 

Brotiier Jack Aarlton had 
been waiting {latientiy for 
Bobby to get true recogni- 
tion. 

“I’ve been exptctiag him 
to get one for over a year 
now,” said Charlton, the Re- 
public of Ireland manager, 
who is currently in Orlando 
preparing his players for their 
Worid Cup di^enge. “If 
they can tnake Stanley 
Mattiiews a Sir.tben tfa^ can. 
make Bobby a sir." 

Former England and Man- 
chester United star Chariton, 
whose knighthood wUI be 
welcomed tiie world over, 
beads an all-star sporting cast 
recognised in the Ou^n’s 
Birthday Honoors. 

Tberc is the reward of a 
CBE for former England 
crideet captain Trevor Bailey 


while West Indies* cavalier 
batsman Viv Ridiards, who 
retired last season, becomes 
an OBE. 

Irish-bom former world 
featiierweight boxing cham- 
pion Barry McGuigan will be 
knocked-out by his MBE, an 
award he shares with Briti^ 
sprat star John Ri^, swim- 
ming diamiMon Karen Kck- 
ering, Judo’s Nicola Fair- 
brodter and the golden boy of 
Scottish soccer Ally McCi^. 

Great Britain's rugby 
league captain Garry Sdio- 
field of Leeds and Great Bri- 
tain’s womens hockey coadi 
Sue Slocombe get OBEs. 

Ian ^mmerson, vdio in 
the mid-80’s became the 
youngest president of the 
Britiim Cyr^g Federatimi. is 
sunilarly reco^iised triiile the 
MBE list also includes Mike 
Turner, a former Lricester- 
shire cricketer who later 
served the dub as chief ex- 
ecutive between 1960-93, and 
Yorkshire committee mem- 
ber Jack Sokell. 












Bobby Qiaritoii 


UNITED NATIONS 


NATIONS UNIES 


Truce Supervision Organisation 

The Liaison Office Amman. URGENTLY needs a clerk/ 
driver. . 

Jordanian national, age between 30 to 40 years, high 
school graduate, capable to translate Arabic to English 
and vice versa, holding valid National car/lruck driver's 
licence, ^le to type in English, thorough knowledge of 
Amman city and surroundings, occasionally work be^d 
normal office hours. 

Suitable candidate will be offered a six (6) month fixed 
term contract, renewable upon satisfactory performance. 
Interested candidates should submit their application and 
CV to the following address: UNTSO Amman P.O.Box 
1298, Amman 11118, not later than June 17, 1994. 
For Information, please call UNLOA tel. 696240 
.Sunday^riday between 0700 — 1400 hours. 



BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

“FOR SALE BY INFORMAL TENDER" 

THE LAND AT THE MOHAFASAT OF THE CAPITAL 
AREA NO. 23, AL MALFOUF AL GHARBl 
PORTIONS NOS. 311 AND 312 

WITH .4LL EXISTING FACIUTIES 

/ 

N. E. AZZAM AND PARTNERS 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
P.O. BOX 5333 
AMMAN, JORDAN 
TEL: 672254 678482 




A local company requires the services of a highly 
qualified English-speaking Jordanian executive with 
experience in administration and public relations. 
Age: 30 to 45. 

Attractive salary depending on experience. 

Write to; P.O.Box 2832 — Amman, 
not later than June 25. 


DUTY FREE BMW - 518 - 

Model 1990, 180(X) km, full options, black.. 

Call tel. 605202, 605175, 605176 
10 - 1, in daily 


VILLA TO 1£T 

Super deluxe and new. A very well finished, four- 
bedroom, two fksor villa, 450 sq.m. Three marbled 
salons, dining room, living room, fully equipped 
kitchen, maid's quarter, store. All bedrooms with 
fitted carpet and Canadian cupboards. 

Location: Swerfieh, near Crest Pharmacy. 

If Intereated, please call after 10 a.m. 
Tel. 640699 



ARABIC SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGE 


The Language Center at the University of 
Jordan announces that the Intensive Course 
in Modem Standard Arabic for Speakers of 
Other Languages will commence on June 18 , 
1994 and will last for 8 weeks . 

The program is intensive . ( classes are in the 
morning and meet for 20 hours per week , 
Saturday - Wednesday ■). 

Those interested please call at the language 
Center for registration . 

Registration begins on Saturday 11.6.1994. 



Hosted by 

Mohannad Al-Jazira 

along with 

The Diamonds Group 
on Mon. June 13th. at 8:30 pm . 

CooiinaSj, 

^ % 

Please call for reservation Tel. 689671/2 - 666140* 



Cinema TeL: 634144 I Qnema 

raiLADELFHIA | 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


TeL: 677420 


CONCORD 


Tei.: 618274 - 618275 

TH 


Tom Cruise & Holly Hunter 
in 

The Firm 


Shows: 12 JO. 3:20. 6:15. 9:00 


CLASS 1999 <2* 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5XN), 6:30, 8:30. 
10:30 


CONCORD n* 
LOVER BOV 

Shows: 12:30, 3J0. 6:!S. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD V 
THE GETAWAY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:45. 6:00. 8:15. 10;15 



Tei.; 675571 

Nabil AIBteshini Theatre 


Today & Eveiyday 
Abu Awwad in social comedy 

«<PUNCTURED BAG” 


Nabil & Hisham's 


Tei.: 625155 


is back to you after performing in • 
CcUiada as of Wednesday, June 
15, 1994 in their play: 

**What a peaeel” 

Performances start at 8:30 p.m. 
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Turkey to expel 16 Iran rebels to Iraq 


ANKARA (AFF) — Turkish authorities are ej^Uing to 
Iraq 16 members of Eran's main armed opposition ^tnip 
arrested in a police raid here, Anatolia news agency 
reported Saturday. They confessed they had entered 
Ttukey from with felse pasqxiits and had received 
military training at a camp in Iraqi it said. The 
Mujah^een-e-!Uialq, Iran’s main armed oppmtion 
group, is based in Bagdad. The Turkish Interior Mirnstiy 
reject^ dieir request for polidcal asylum and drove diem 
to Silopi, on the border with Iraq, where they will be 
expelled, the news agency said. The action is a good-will 


gekure to Iran, senior police ofSdals told AnatoUa. 
ToAey, which also shares a border with Iran, fbibids 
groups opposed to its neighbours and e:q)e^ Iran to do the 
same to the Kord^ l^atKMir Party, which has mounted an 
armed rebellion against Ankara since 1994, be said. 


2 civilians, 11 rebels killed In Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Troops IdDed 1 1 rebel Knids in separate 
cl^es in east and southeast Turkey and Kurdish gneirillas 
l^ed two civilians, offidab said on Saturday. The re^ooal 
emergency rule governor’s ofBce said security forces had 
Idlled 11 Kurdi^ Labour Pa^ (PKIO gneirillu in 
overnight dashes in the provinces of Sir^, Bingol, 
Batman, Eladg and Diyarbakir. Anatolia news ^eo^ said 
PKK guerrillas had shot dead two sons of a tillage 
headman in Kars province on Friday night. Nearlsr 12,000 
people have been lolled since the PKK Imndied hs fight 
for a separate state in the southeast in 1984. 


4 injured in blast on Istanbul ferry 


ANKARA (AFP) — Four people were injured Saturday 
when an explosion shook a passenger feny running 
between the European and Asian ad^ of Is^bul, die 
Turkish news agei^ Anatolia said. The blast occ ur red as 
passengers were leaving the feny, the Emmonu, on die 
dty*s European bank across the Bosporus Strait. Tlie four 
were ho^tahsed, tbou^ die report did not give their- 
condition. There were no immediate claims for the blast 
Police did not specify its origin but launched a vast seardi 
in the nearby Strict, the report said. Audiorides have 
generally attributed such attacks to the Kordidi Labour 
Party, the main Kurdish separatist par^ fighting central 
power in Ankara since 19M. 


Cyprus president to visit Israel 


NICOSIA (AFF) — President dafkos Oerides is to travel 
to Israel next month for a first visit by a Cypriot head of 


state, the government spokesman said. Yiannakis Cas* 
sonli^ said it would be an unofficial visit aud take place in 


July, but gave no details. Israel’s ambassador, Shenii l^ur, 
has told reporters Mr. Clerides would be in his oountzy 
from July 11 to 13 and that Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres would soon visit the iriand. Cyprus, a traiUti<Rial 
backer of the I^estinians, has decided to step up ties and 
open an embassy in Tel Aviv, following the launch of 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho. 


Iranian foreign minister to visit Germany 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Foreign Mimster AU Akbar 
Velayatl will leave for Germany next Monday for a two-d^ 
visit, the Iranian news ^ncy IRNA qncrted a Foieiga 
Ministry spokesman as sa^ng. *’^K^e in Bonn, Velayati is 
to discuss expansion of bifeteral ties as well as Iran’s 
relations with the European Urdon (EU),” IRNA said. 


Militants try to kidnap German historian 


BAALBEK (AFP)— > Two members of file Iranian-badsed 
HizboUafa tried to kidn^ a German wcmiaa historian in the 
Bekaa Valley on Saturday, file woman and witnesses said. 
*Tt was a bad 10 minutes,” Nepta Aungret, 45, a historian 
from Berlin’s museum of ethnography, told A^. She was 
on her way from her hotel in Baalbek to the famous Roman 
ruins of this andeot Bekaa Valley town when two young 
men approached her and smd: ’’HizboUab, follow us.” liie 
two were “very young, one was around 16 and the other 
18,” Ms. Anogret said. ”1 refused to follow fiiem so one of 
the youths grabbed my arm and tried to drag me away. 
Passersby intervened and escorted me back to the Palmyra 
(hotel) but one of the guys followed me there,” she si^. 
She said the other young man drove away in a car but 
quickly returned to file hotd to get his friend. Hotel 
mid witnesses confirmed the tidnapping attempt. Nb. 
Anngret has been staying at the Palmyra Hotel for a wwk 
to cany out research at the Roman temples of Baalbek. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An Islamic daily called here Saturday 
for Iran to resume diplraiatic ties the Uoited States, 
saying it could no longer live in a political ''vacuum.” Iran 
“does not live in a vacuum and can not be indifferent to the 
outside realities,” Jahan-e-Is!aro wmmed. ’’We will even- 
tually be forced to go against the taboo and adopt 
courageous decisions with respect to America.” The paper 
called for a ”firm stand” in seeking ties wiffi the Unim 
States and abandoning the anti-U.S. slo^ns oommon smbe 


the 1979 Islamic revolution which toppled the pro- 
American Shah. Tehran and Washington broke dicrtomatic 


ties in 1980 after Iranian students stormed 


embasOT here and took its staff hostage. Iranian leaders 
have smce referred to the United Srates as the ’’great 


Satan” and rejected negotiatioiis towards normafising 
ties. However, the United Mates has in the past two years 
become Iran’s main trading pait^, and a Ihmy debate has 
sprung up between various factions for more fiian a year 
over vriietiier to open talks with Washington. 


Mayor held for corruption in China 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese authorities- have arres^ the 
mayor of toe nortbea^eni dty of Dandoog for aiding car 


smoggto, the China Dafly said Saturday as ofiSdab pled^ I 
to root out corruption at all leveb. liaoniim proyincid 
Bovenunent dismissed Chnag Yi from bis post for givuig his 

S* . . , j < «!,* I 


guvcmmcuii uia a iiaacw v ii im b * • 

hariring to ffWMipg iea wfao bTOUgfat 277 motor vefaidcs mto file 
city benveeo April 17 and May 8, 1993, the report said. The 


provindal committee had also decided to expel Mr. ^ 
fo^ the Communist Party, it (jnoted the party’s ^Centru 
Disdpline Inspection Conunission and the NSnistry (» 


Snoervision as sayii^ Friday. More than 15,000 pBtty md 
government officials were disdplined for coiruption in the 


first quarter of 1994, the China Daily said. 


China slams Patten adviser 


HONG KONG (R) — A senior Chinese official ^tiirday 
blart^ a teg} aeh^r to Hong Kom GovernOT Chns ^tto 
for saying it would be better if China's paramount 
I^ng jdaoping died before the colony returns to China 
rather than in me middle of the handover. Zhang Jnnsbeng, 
a deputy director of Xinhua News Agency’s Ifoiig 
branra, China’s de fe^ consulate here, described 
and frivolous the remarks by Edward Chen, a me mber, o r 
Nb. ^tten’s top policy advisory body, the Bxcaxsve 
Ccmndl. “how can a man in his position make such frivotois 
and senseless remareks agrainst a 9(^ycar^W, 

I — ItMtaf ft’li CTimlV 


power in China. Mr. Chen tried to calm the. storm blown op 
by his remarks, saying file best possitnhty was ^ fee 
^-year-old Deng to live for ’’many, many years” after the 
19£^ handover. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
United States was reported 
Saturday to have conveyed 
an Israeli tiireat to obthentte 
leasiance bases in the event 
of cross-border raids or 
attacks' on Israeli targets 
abroad. 

The London-based news- 
paper A1 Hayat said the 
Israeli warning was rdayed to 


the Lebanese government by 
U.S. Ambassador Mark 


U.S. Ambassador Mark 
HamUey eaifier in the week. 

There was no hnmeefiate 
comment from the govern- 
ment or the U.S. emlns^ on 
the report, at t ri b u ted to offi- 
cial sources in Behut. 

hfr. m pnUk 

statements after meeting gov- 
entment leaders last week, 
urged restraint after Israeli 
forces dealt two major blows 
to ffizhoDah (Farty of God) 
in the last month. 

HrzboUah has threatened 
to stage suidde bomtfings 
simfiar to that sriiidi targeted 
the Israeli mnbassy in Bnenos 
Aires, Argentina, Mardi 17, 
1992. 

Eleven people were killed 
and 252 wounded in the 
attack, whkfa was dahned by 
Krixfilah as a revenge m 
file assas sination of its leader, 
Sheikh Abbas Mnsasri, his 
wifie and fiveyear^fid son in 
an Israeli helicopter ambosh 
in Sooth Lebanon a month 
earlier. 

’’No ICzboUah base in 
Lebanon will survive,’* th* 
Israeli warning stated, 
acco r d in g to Alriqwt,wfaidi 
publishes in Arabic amol- 
taneoosly m Bdret and Lon- 
don. 

The conservative dafiy said 
land also held the Lebnoese 
goverameat, whkfa backs the 
gnerrillas, responsible for file 
conscqoqices d any Ifidml- 
lah on biael or 

anywhere in the 

Hizb.ollah’s bombing 
threats were made after a 
Jane 2 Israeli air strike 

a gaiTfO B tr awling ramp jQ 

eastern Lebanon, whkfa left 
up to 50 people dead. 

WaAington has publicly 
urged the Behut govermneot 
to ran in IfidKAah in order 
to c rea te a better dunate for 


commando foray in e a st e rn 
Lebanon that netted guerrilla 
leader Murtafa Diram. He 
was s natch e d out of bed and 
taken to Israel for intmro^ 
tion about Israeli 5r- 

man Rrm And. 

HizboDah has retaliated for 
file June 2 air rud by firing 
saxes d into nortb- 

ern Israel, hdditeaing ten- 
sions on the active war 

front of the Ard>-Israeli con- 
flke. 

The mitefle strikes last' 
week broke a year-old under- 
stancfiiig between Hizbollab 
and Isrwsl to ke^ the confikt 
confined to an Israeli- 
occupied border rtrip in 
south Lebanon. 

ifizbollafa is ptannifip ^ ma« 

jor anti-Israen coeranon to' 
avenge fiiose IdM in tte 
June 2 Israeli ah raid, one d 
hs leaders warned Saturday. 


”We are preparing an 
eration that wm surprise the 


world,” H^Hassan Hubal- 
lah told AFP. 


lah told AFP. 

hfr. Hnhatiflh said he ex- 
pected frirther Israeli military 
<neratiaas and assaasmation 
of lEzboIkfa leatleis as part 
of a U.S. campai^ to crush 
oppositicni to ■ Arab-Israeti 
peace talks. 


"We’re pMfimg through 4 
venrdan^eroiu phase. 

. ‘^here is an American plot • 
a^*’ted at liquidating all 
w;- oppose the Middle East 
p je process and Israel has 
b *1 cnarged wifii caning it 
jk '* Hnballah said. 

But IBzbollah leaders had 
taken strict measures to 
preemp t any attack. “Senior 
leaders have moved out of 
fiieir homes, changed cars 
and fiieir daily roomie,** be 
said. 


peace negotiations with 
Israel. Bat Lebanon refused. 


Israel. Bat Lebanon refused, 
s^fhig it would not act as a 
pofiCCTUtn for Israel. 

Muslim fundamentalists 
also were outraged by a May 
21 belkc^iter-bonie Israeli 


Syria accused Israel on 
Saturday of trying to wreck 
coordination among Ar^ 
hmfived in peace talks 'With h 
and d tryi^ to strike sepa- 
rate deals. 

It said recent braeb attacks 
agamst lEdiollah were aimed 
at fo r c in g Behut to sign a 
separate peace with tiie Jew- 
ish state. It said the attempt 
would fan. 

“Syria and Lebanon have a 
joint wiU and one stand and 
will never accept any thin g 
less fimn frill withdrawal and 
a comprehensive peace set- 
tiement based on U^. re- 
sohitiona 242, 338 and 425,” 
the government daily 
Ushreea smd. 


Cyprus president 


threate; " to resign 


Tehran daily urgesdiplomaticties with 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Cyprus President Glafoos 
Clerides has warned he 
would resign and call new 
Sections if file U.N. SecoriQr 
CouncQ called for more inter- 
conununal negotiatioos <» a 
package of confidence- 
Doflding me a s ure s. 

A Cjprioc ttiScial, dediii - 
ing to M named, tdi AFP 
that Mr. Clerides i ssued the 
wanni^ in letten to U.S. 
Pteadent BQl Qmton and 
British nime Mhnster John 
Major, iriiose co un tries have 
voiced support for further 

tallcB- 

Mi. Oerides, a Greek- 


^priot, fiireatened to les^ 
and call new oresidential 


.and call new presidential 
elections in late October. 

The United Nations last 
week accused the Turkish- 
. Cypriot side of mtransisBnoe 
blaming it ftx file laa of 
twogt es s on a package of 
coimdcnce-building mea- 
sures (CBMs) for the divided 
island, after monfiis of tough 
n^otiations. 

But the leader of the 
Turidsb-Cypriots Rauf De- 
nktasfa accused Mr. Clerides 
of “blackmail in an 
to stop a new r eport.” 

Mr. Denktash said Mr. 


Oerides* aim was “not to 
accept” the CBMs but “to 
seme” the deserted soutbeni 
resort d Varosha cuneofiy 
under Turkisb-Cypiiot con- 
trol, the Turkisfa Cypriot 
agei^ TAK said in a report 
received in Ankara. 

A U.N. official said a dar- 
ificatioa of file r ep ort was 
dne to be publisbra in the 
coming dajn and would take 
into aoccnmt “positive de- 
vel^MDente” communicated 
by Air. Dmiktasfa before the 
report was published. 

Under the measures ahead 
of a fioal settlement, the 
Turks would hand over 
Varosha to the United Na- 
tions fex resettlement its j 
Greek-Cypriot residents and | 
raoosia airport would reopen 
after a dosure of 20 ytm. 

Turkish tro o ps invacM the 
oortbeni third of the island in 
1974, following a coup in 
Nicosia against the former 
president, the late 
ArdibislK^ Makaiios, back- 
ed by the military junta then 
rufing Greece. 

Nine years later, the 
IWidsb-Qfpriots dedsured a 
breakaway state which has 
failed to gain interuational 
recognitum. 
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Israel sends ‘stern 
warning’ to Lebanon 







KING MEETS ENVOY: Hb Ktaig tire ADnister Ahmad fSSi I 

HMdn OD SataBte meets with Yo^ Joe- to hhn a message from Preddeat AH ADdiiHaB 

SM (see page one) (Petra photo) 


Prisoners riot and hold 


hostage in African jail 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Hundreds o< Semth Amcan 
pri so ners rioted and held the 
bead of thefr jail hostage on 
Saturday, one day after the 
govenmMt in reaction to 
earlier riots said it would ent 
jail terms for CMunon-law 
crnmoals. 

Correctional services 
spokesman Rndie Pc^ieter. 
said about 200 mmatge at Sl 
A lbans jail outside the east- 
ern Ca^ Province Oty of 
Fort Ehrabetb were holdmg 
A prison employee hottage. 

“They are ve^ aggressive 
... they are holding a correc- 
tional services employee hos- 
tage, bnt we don’t know what 
M ( fanindu ae. Mnqr of them 
are armed with homemade 
weapons — sharpened and 
thin git Klcfe that,” Mr. Potgie- 
ter said. 

He would not say bow long 
the tnmafiig had b^n holdmg 
the man and did not want to 
ray whether the bosta^ was 
a warder. 

Correctional services 
spokesman Brigadier Chris 
OIckeis said the man being 


held was file bead of file 
medhim securi^ prison. 

“The man is a major, wfao 
is head of one of the prisons. 
There are four prisons in the 
St. Albans complez ... the 
bead of the medium A prison 
is being hekl by awahing-tiial 
piisooen,” be said, is 
q^arentiy still nnharmed.” 

Mr. Po^eter said that at a 
prison in the eastern Trans- 
vaal town of Witbank, more 
than 300 tnmateie were refbs- 
ing to go back to their ceDs. 
t£h^ were “moving freefy in 
their section.” 

The gov emm eot said on 
Friday it would cut jail terms 
by six nuMitlis fix common- 
ly prisoners after riots in 
sevei^ prisons in wfaiefa at 
least tfam people were kfi- 
led. 

The antbonties on Satur- 
day said 104 convicts, iDcIad- 
ing rapists and murdmeis, 
escaped from one prison dur- 
ing toe rampage on Tfanrsday 
and Friday. 

“It was the largest break- 
out in South African prison 
histoiy,” said Mr. Olckeis. 


He said 87 were still on file 
run, 16 were rearrested and 
one was shot dead. 

The prisoners set fire to 
cells and took several war- 
ders hostage doling file two- 
day riots. 

Offidals said earlier fiiat 
one prisoner died in file riots 
and two were shot dead 
trying to escape. They said 14 
prisoDCTs had been recap- 
foxed after they fled from the 
jail. 

Modderbee was calm on 
Safoxd^ and cells were being 
repaired and piisoneis could 
-return to their quarters. 
Qearing up and repairs had 
alto bcBui at most of the 
other affected prisons. 

Correctional Services 
Minister Siphb Mrimela said 
the remissions on sentences 
should come into effect with- 
in 10 days. 

Ibe riots flared in at least 
10 ji^ after the prisimeis 
deoiBxidled amnesties in the 
new Sontfa Africa whidi is 
oooadeiing release for poli- 
tical crimes dniing the apar- 
theid era. 


Euro-poUs challenge 
governments 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
Covemmeots around Europe 
fece a test of their popularity 
Smiday as voters from 12 
nations decide wfao will rep- 
resent them in the European 
Union’s (EU) legislature. 

Voters are expected to use 
the European Parliament 
election to register diisatis- 
factioD with national leaders, 
rather than focus on the role 
of the 567-seat EU assembly. 

nations vote Sunday. 
Britam, Ireland, Demiark 
and the Netberiaods voted 
Thursday, but their ballots 
will not be counted until jxiUs 
dose in the remainiiig coun- 
tries. 


German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalex and 
British Preuifer John Major 
wUi be under most pressure if 
their parties fare oadly. 

Mr. Afajor could be con- 
fronted with a cfaalleqge to 
bis leadership of the niling 
Conservative Party if Son- 
day’s vote count produces 
another defeat for the Tories 
after recent losses in local 
elections. 


Mr. Gonzalez has been in 
pov^ snee 1S>82, but 1^ 
Socialist government is beset 
by popolm discontent over 
high anemployment and 

finanriiil emiirfal« 

He has pledged to resist 
calls for an early general elec- 
tion if the Socialists do badly 
Siuiday, bnt the government 


could be cfaallcaged by'a vote 
of confidence in the national 
parUament. 

Germany’s Kohl, in power 
fix 12 years, faces a general 
election in October. Tlie 
European Parliament vote 
sbonkl be an indicatioa of 
bow hiB centre-ri^ coalition 
g o vernme nt will fere. 

Also voting Sunday are 
Belgium, France, Greece, 
Italy, Luxembourg and P(x- 
tngal. In Austria meanwhile, 
voters face a referendum to 
decide whether they want to 
joint the EU. Sweden, Nor- 
way and Hnland 1 k^ similar 
referenda later this y^. 

Hie European Parliament 

wfai^bo^^mratiUy sessiom 
in Strasbourg, FTa^. Last 
year’s Maastricht Treaty, 
which tightened links b^ 
tween the EU nations, also 
stre n gthened the role of the 
nnion’s only directly elected 
body. 

The parliament can amend 
Initiation, has control over 
the EU*s $77 felHon annual 
budget, can block EU a^ee- 
ments with outside nations 
and can veto appmn^.’iments 
to toe union's power^ Ex- 
ecutive ConunissioD. 

However, the paiiiameot is 
often considered remote and 
inel^ctive by dtizens vtoo 
.may shown meir lack of in- 
terest by staying away from 
the polls. 

Only about a third of 
Dutch voter showed up at 


Thursday’s poO. Turnout in 
BthaiD and ueland also was 


BthaiD and ueland also was 

thin . 

In Germany, voter parti- 
emtion is eamected to be 
high bemnsr local elections 
are also taking {dace in a 
third of the coun^. - 

Mr. Kohl’s Christian 
Democrats and the Social 
De m oc rat s are seen romnng 
neck-and-neck around the 
country. But Eastern Ger- 
mans, voting fix the first time 
m Euro-elections, could rod: 
the boat. 

The party of Democratic 
Sodaiism, the reconstructed , 
communists, could gain sup- 
port from easterners disQlu- 
sioned with economic 
hardships almost five years 
after the fell of toe Beriin 
Wan. 

Frendi poUs uKficate vo- 
ters view toe race primarily as 
a rehearsal for next ye^s 
contest to replace Francois 
Mitterrand as pretidmit. 

Former Prime Minister 
^fidlel Rocaid is leatong a 
Socialist party Euro- 
campaign against the centre- 
right government. A good 
result would boost his bqies 
of runnii^ for the jxesidenty. 

Attention in France wiU 
also focus on the chances of a 
new “Other Europe” party 
that opposes an enansion ^ 
EU powers. Similar groups 
have emerged in other EU 
nations, but are a novelty in 
traditionally pro-European 
France. 


Friends urge Nasrin’s arrest order lifted; killing reward offered 


DHAKA (R) — Friends of 
Bangladeshi feminist writer 
Ttemna Nasrin, in hitong 
since last week, urged the 
government to resand an 
cxder for . her arrest as an 
Islamic leader announced a 
reward for her deato. 


“By keeping toe arrest 
order against Nrarin in force 
tbe government has dearly 
demonstrated its alliance 
rrith fundamentalist forces,” 
some 25 writers, pfeywrigbtt, 
artists -and journalists said in 
a statement on Saturday. 


Ms. Nasrin, a physidan- 
turaed-writer in her early 
30s, provoked Muslim hatred 
after she had allegedly told 
Calcutta’s Statesman news- 
paper that the Holy Koran 
should be “revised thorough- 
ly.” 

Ifre, gov e rnment ord ered 


her arrest after the Bang- 
ladesh Times repri nted the 
Statesman article last Satur- 
day, triggering an angry reac- 
tion foim lo» Islamic fun- 
damentalist groups. 

in their statement, her 25 
friends said she had already 
denied committing the 
allege offence. 

“Tins (her arrest order) 
amounts to violation of (Nas- 
rin’s) human rights and more 
so as the government has 
failed to take action against 
people threatening to kill 
her.'' they added. ^ 

“We condemn (fim govenh* 
meop for giving in to press- 
ure from ^damentaiists...” 
Police on Saturday stepped 
up toe hunt for Ms. Nasrin 
after Muslim reKgious leader 
Mufti Nazrul Islam said be 
would offer 100,000 taka 
.($2,500) to anyone who kUis, 


Ms. Nasrin. 

He told a huge rally in toe 
southern town of Khulna on 


out changes in file book,” 
Ms. Nasrin said in her letter. 
She blamed what she called 


Friday fiiat Ms. Nasrin “has a mistaken intemew in fite 


committed an unforgivable 
offence against Islam and 
must be condemned to 
death.” 

“The award money is no- 
thing big. Bnt the threat 'can- 
not be simply ignored in 
view of a r^ng countrywide 
protest against her," said one 
police officer, wfao asked not 
to be named. 

Ms. Nasrin denied the 
allegations in a letter on 
Thursday to the qieaker of 
toe Bangladesh parliament 
and urged the gov e nunent to 
ensure her safety in fece of 
toreats to killAer. 

“Not a tinele word in the 
Koran can be changed. I 
know that frilly well and I 


Statesman on an inexperi- 
enced non-Muslim reporter. 

“Tbe female reporter of 
Statesman failed to under- 
stand the difference between 
toe Koran and Sharia Law. I 
asked for changes in toe 
Sharia Law to ensure equal 
rights fix men and women.” 

Als. Nasrin said she was 


After she fled her Dhaka 
residence last week, police 
raided her ancestral home in 
the noTthern district of 
M3nnensingh on Friday but 
did not find her. 


Nearly 10,(XX) ang ry pfx>- 

testers poured into tbe streets 
of the Baimladesh ea pi mi 
Dhaka on riiday shouting 
“death for the inSdel.” On 
Thursday, nearly 5,000 mili- 
tant frmdamenttiists stagi^ a 
protest march in toe city, 
witnesses said. 


terview with her on AAay V. 

Her reqjonse to tbe Cal- 
cutta paper was printed oif 
May 11, in which she said her 
remarks that tbe “Koran 
should be revised thorough- 
ly" was an inccxiect refue- 
sentation of what she Sw. 

Police ray they believe Ais. 


^bave never said anj^ing ab-^_Nasrin ms siS in Bangladesh.^' 


Ban^adesh has banned her 
book “Lajja” (shame), 
saying it offended Muslim 
sentiments and lied about file 
sufferings of Bangladesh’s 
minority Kndus. Lajja and 
other books tty Ms. Nasrin 
are bestsellers in India, parti- 
cularly in West Bengal where 
.Bengali is xridely spoken 


MDDDDI 


Iranian women 
ararned against 
smiling at man.: 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Ira- 
nian police have warned 
women not to smile 
-strange men or to beittve in 
any other way that may 
arouse ’’sateaic lust”, 
Janhnri blanti netispsi^ 
reported Sataid^. A po^ 
rtatemeut also urged 
“women and young ^ds” 
to cover op friDy itoen 


looking” a neighbour’s, 
house. “Eiqiosiire witoost 
fiK idamio covte could in- 
vite dirty stares from 
strange men and arouse 
satamc lust,” it said, “hi- 
appnyi ate smiles or loose 
behaviour could also ez- 
poee them to co iiunU o a .” 
Iran has been rated \sf 
Sharia, or Islamic law, sfaioe 
file ISTO levifiatioD wfaiA 
to^ited tbe shah. Under a 
strict dress code, women 
mnst wear the chador 

or long raincoats and 
scarves to conceal fiieir 
bodies. Authorities have 
dedared a week-toifo cam- 
paign agaiast “sociai im- 
modesty and comqitimi” 
staitiu Sat u rd ay , the first 
day of the zDonzning month 
of Mbhaiam fix the de^ 
d Tmem H nna rin . Iq June 
1993, tbe authorities laun- 
ched a major Gracfolown 
and arrested hundreds of 
wfoDen accused of viedafing 
file dress code. 


Polish deputies 
vote to ease 
anti-abortion law 


WARSAW (AFF) — Ihe 
Fifiito pailumeiit voted Fri- 
day to ease a tew barunng 
abortion, fim ter- 


rniMim n of pT^uaiicy m 
cases of '^Knous matnial 


or peisopal difficulties.” 
Deputies m file lowm bouse 
voted Ity 241 to Un, wifii 32 
abstmtions, to libeialise 
^ stringest aati-aboition 
legislation introduced in 
January 1993 Ity PotemTS 


post-Comronnist Bovern- 
araut j^usdent Lem Wate* 


araut j^usdent Lem Wate* 
18 has said be would lefiise 
to sign into law any propos- 
al to knalise abortioa. To 
become law, file pailiameo- 
tary text most also be 
.approved by tbe Senate and 
sipied by m presufent. A 
piesidaitial veto can be 
oveiriddeo by a two-thirds 


majority in the. lower 
bone. Under pre se nt lea- 


bone. Under present 1^ 
Mbfion, rfictated landy ^ 
Poland’s pow er fu l (^tnfiic 
lobby, abortion is banned 
ahwftrt totalty except in 
cases where the 1& of the 
mother is endangered, 
\riiere the {x^nanty is the 
resoh of r^ie or incest, or 
where the embryo has suf- 
fered “serious xrreversibto 
damage.” A Polisfa govern- 
ment dominated by ex- 
Commuirists was formed 
following legislative eteo< 
tioDs last S^tembm. 


Guatemala’s 
Indians 
celebrate 
Mayan new year 


CBRRO POP B1L, Gnate- 
m^ (AP) — A Mayan 
Indian ooiro in Gnaten^ 
has mUbaiked qq a .new 
year, canmg imon ancient 
customs to celebrate the 

event as in ages past To file 

banntiiig strains of a 
and the slow candence of a 
soatekin dram, some 300 
Mayans knrit in siianf? Fri- 
day, bowing to the four 
ordinal points to mark the 
OOT and rebirth of their 
260-day cycle. **We are 
frying to resene the parity 
d our traditions,” said En- 
njie AgUm a member of 
National Mayan Coor- 
mnation, which seeks to 
Sbnsngdien cnitural values 
“We are here today to re- 
enpwate one of our cere* 
monxal centres,” said narfi- 


gpant Afaria MoratesrThc 

^rifoge extends 

from file Yucatan penihnila 

’ P-.^ ytheastern Mexico 
?!5,S®«««n»ontel sites of 
Jfon^Mid Chicben Itza, 
™fflOnateniate’8j im^ 
feghteads, to the yUSt- 
5? of Hon- 

80 pet cent of 

Ss-sfsa 

w^OT on co^, sugar or 
cot^ ptentations. Dr. Fla- 
w ^as Lima, a kradiiig 
Goatem^ anthnme^ 

was m deefane. “But that 
most be considexed in rete- 
^ terms bmaw fiK peo- 
ple are alivB,” he sakL^ 
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